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aMessage from the President
April was a busy month for the MSU Bands. The Spartan Brass participated in the games

and all the other special events surrounding the Final Four in Detroit, April 3–6. On April
26th, the Alumni Concert Band, along with the Symphony Band under the direction of John
T. Madden, performed at Wharton Center. We had great alumni participation and a large
and appreciative audience. A highlight of the Symphony Band performance was Carmina
Burana by Orff. The Alumni Concert Band and Symphony Band combined for two selections,
one of which was an outstanding rendition of ‘American Overture’ by Jenkins. Way to go
french horns!! Seating was mixed between the two organizations and members had a chance
to introduce themselves and share remembrances and experiences from their respective eras. 
Preparations are already underway for the Alumni Band Fall Reunion, October 17th,

against Northwestern. It’s also Homecoming, with a noon kick-off. Registration forms for the
reunion, and for the Alumni Band Golf Outing on October 16th, are included in this issue
and will be available online. Our efforts are to involve more alumni in the Homecoming
Parade on Friday evening, hence an organized dinner or tent gathering will not take place
this year. Jack Nelson is heading up the efforts for our participation in the parade and more
information is to be found on page 4.
If you live in the greater Lansing, or East Lansing area, you are invited to become involved

in the tasks required to make the reunion work. We need volunteers to make sure the
coffee/refreshments show up on time, get parking passes, set up tables, and much more.
You can volunteer to do just one task. Contact Gary Baron (tyzilm7@comcast.net) if you are
willing to get involved in this year’s reunion. 
We look forward to you coming back to campus this year for the fall reunion. Please make

an effort to contact another alum and have them join you too. No matter how many e-mails/
newsletters we send, a personal invitation is still the best way to get others involved in the
activities of the association. This year has been a great year to be Green! Go White!

Bill Sachs, MSU Alumni Band Association President

2009 ALUMNI BAND GOLF OUTING
Friday, October 16, 2009
Time: 9:00 a.m.
Place: Oak Lane Golf Course
Please see insert for details.

2009 HOMECOMING PARADE
Friday, October 16, 2009
Please see page 4 for details

2009 ALUMNI BAND FALL REUNION

U P C O M I N G  E V E N T S

Saturday, October 17, 2009
Game Time: 12:00 p.m. 
(Please check the alumni band web site, or your
local paper the week of the game, and adjust this
schedule accordingly.)

7:00–7:45 a.m. Registration (NEW Band 
Hall in Demonstration Hall)

8:00 a.m. Rehearsal starts
9:00 a.m. Drill rehearsal

(Dem Hall Field)

9:50 a.m. LUNCH
10:50 a.m. Run-through on Adams 

Field (formerly Landon Field)

11:10 a.m. March to the stadium
11:20 a.m. Enter tunnel with pass

(go to seats)

12:00 p.m. Kickoff

Public parking is available in the westmost lot at the
corner of Kalamazoo and Harrison. For further parking
information visit: http://www.homefootball.msu.edu/.

FOR THE LATEST NEWS 
AND INFORMATION, VISIT:

WWW.SPARTANBAND.NET/ALUMNI

Alumni members pose with
Sparty at the 2008 Alumni
Band Fall Reunion.  
Photos by Erik Nielsen, Mike
Bortz, Lynn Brown and others
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Beryl Falcone Honored at Alumni Concert Band Spring Reunion
by Terry Person

When Kenneth G. Bloomquist asked Beryl Falcone, wife of Director of Bands, Leonard
Falcone, to help organize an MSU band alumni association, Beryl took the request to heart.
Since then, she’s been the Alumni Band Board’s most enthusiastic volunteer. Not only has
she compiled the alumni news in Beryl’s Beat, she’s tracked down the addresses of those who
have moved, reminded the board of the timelines necessary to successfully host the fall and
spring reunions, and performed
the multitude of small and large
tasks necessary to keep an organi-
zation running smoothly. Beryl
has been the voice of the Alumni
Band Board, speaking to graduat-
ing students about the benefits of
joining the Alumni Association,
and recruiting members whenever
the opportunity arose. She’s also
provided the Board with a histor-
ical perspective during countless
board meetings, as the institu-
tional memory of past accomplishments and members. She’s the first to pass around a card for
board members to sign when an alum falls ill. She pursued the past alumni board presidents
for their photographs to hang in the MSU Music Building, always mindful of preserving the
history of our organization.

Recently, Beryl decided to cut back on her membership liaison duties to focus on other
projects, including organizing materials for a book about her husband. As past president of
the Alumni Band Board, I, with the assistance of Gary Baron, and Beryl’s granddaughter,
Lisa Fulton, had the honor of selecting an appropriate gift for Beryl in recognition of her
retirement. At a presentation at the spring reunion, as a token of our thanks, the first Alumni
Band Board president, Henry Nelson, and the current president, Bill Sachs, presented Beryl
with a gold charm bracelet containing a silver and gold Sparty charm. 

Thank you, Beryl. Kenneth Bloomquist picked the right woman for the job. The Board
wishes you a long and happy retirement. 

Beryl’s response to the presentation:
May 19, 2009

Dear Terry and my friends on the MSU Alumni
Band Board,
Thank you so very much for the lovely bracelet

that you presented me at the Spring Alumni Band
Concert. It was unexpected and frankly not neces-
sary. However, I love it and have worn it almost
every day since receiving it.
I cherished the time I spent working on behalf of

the MSU Alumni Band. While I have stepped back
from my “job” I still look forward to participating,
when possible, in events and keeping in touch with all of you.
Thank you for your ongoing efforts on behalf of the Alumni Band and for you kindness in

recognizing my service.
Hope to see you all again soon.
Thank you again, Beryl     
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Beryl’s Beat spring 2009

Borton, Michelle (’89 Baritone) began her first
year of teaching at Emerson School in Ann
Arbor. She teaches kindergarten and first grade
general music, fourth through eighth grade
band, is the conductor of the school musical and
has added digital photography to her position. 
A couple of her alumni are attending MSU as
music majors and marching in the SMB.

Catherman, Rick (’90 Trumpet) was named 
outstanding state chairperson by the American
School Band Directors Association for his work
with the Michigan chapter of the ASBDA.

DeMott, Jaime (’03 Clarinet) was appointed 
associate director of the MSU Community
Music School.

Drury, Katie (’01 Tenor Sax) teaches in London,
England, and would welcome MSU band 
visitors at any time.

Fuller, John (’51 Clarinet) turned 80 this year.
His daughter asked friends to send cards and he
received over 60!

Glovac, Barbara (’80 Alto Sax) teaches band and
vocal music in Roseville schools. She recently
performed a carillon recital in Grosse Pointe.
Her daughter Kristin is a senior at MSU, daughter
Katie is a junior in high school and very active
in band.

Grant, Charles (’54 Alto Sax) and Shirley enjoy
their six granddaughters, two great-grandsons
and two great-granddaughters.

Hardenbergh, Kellie (’01 Trumpet) missed the fall
reunion two years running due to life as a new
mom. Jason Patrick was born in the fall of 2007.
Life is busy, but fun and exciting too!

Hermann-Stimson, Bernadette (’97 Tenor Sax)
works in Commerce as an emergency veterinari-
an at the Animal Neurlogoy and ER Center. She
and Jeff welcomed Jeffrey Roy in July.

Hopkins, Michael (’96 Alto Sax) and Kimberly
(Miller) (’96 Color Guard) live in Baltimore, MD
with their three children, Nate (10), Laura (7)
and Faith (3). Mike is in his third year teaching
social studies for Baltimore County Public
Schools, and began his master’s program in
school counseling this year. Kim owns her own
design studio and is adjunct faculty for Towson
University’s art department.

Hulliberger, Mary (’98 Drum Major) is in her
tenth year of teaching and is the new director of
bands at Walled Lake Northern High School.

Hutting, Lori (’92 Alto Sax) teaches fourth grade
and her oldest son is starting kindergarten.

Johnson, Heather (’98 Trumpet) lives in Eaton
Rapids and works as a lab technician at a DNA
testing facility in East Lansing. Her son Josiah
(2) keeps her busy!

Karnes, John (’01 Alto Sax) continues as a “mad
scientist” in Wyoming, MI.

Kohlenberg, Ken (’79 & ’83 Trumpet) is in his
22nd year as a music professor at Sinclair
Community College where he conducts the
Wind Symphony, Concert Band, Youth Wind
Ensemble and the Miami Valley Symphony
Orchestra.

Kozlowski, Eric (’80 Trumpet) is active in the
North Oakland Concert Band of Orion
Township and participates in various church
vocal and instrumental groups. He enjoys
spending time with this wife Nancy and his
three children. He has been a chemical engineer
for the past 28 years.

Lodge, Richard (’69 Percussion) shares that he has
two new grandchildren, born in 2008, making a
total of five. 

Marx, Gary (’73 Trumpet) is still in charge of the
Strolling Spartans after 28 years. He started his
own wetland consulting firm this year and ran
for Ingham County Drain Commissioner.

McCaffrey, Susan (’81 Alto Sax) is a media 
specialist at East Grand Rapids High School.
Students who wear State clothing get treats, her
office is all green and white, and she extends
sympathy to students who can’t get into MSU
and have to settle for another Big 10 university
in Michigan.

Mitchell, Lee (’95 Percussion) earned his black belt
in Kenpo last year and is currently in graduate
school at the University of New Mexico, enjoying
living in the Southwest.

Nelson, Nancy (’74 & ’77 Alto Sax) has retired
after 34 years as a math teacher at Williamston
High School. She has begun teaching in the
math department at MSU.

Nye, Harland (’53 & ’56 Tuba) plays and con-
ducts with the Thornapple Wind Band, and
plays for dances and entertainment at rest
homes.

Phillips, Kelley (’00 Baritone) welcomed daughter
Natalie Christine in the fall of 2007. She and
her husband work for a water tower demolition
company. She plays in Second Winds
Community Band in Bay City, MI.

Reaume, Jeanine (’81 Alto Sax) teaches MS vocal
in Dearborn, and is persuing her master’s with
Marygrove College. Son David plays drums in
local band, and daughter Kristine is finishing
her master’s in flute performance at the
University of Texas, Austin.   

Relyea, Marcia (’63 Flute) loves semi-retirement.
Most of her work is in the field of gerontology.
This includes a “Moods ‘n Music” program at a
local senior residence.

Rice, Robert (’72 Trumpet) and Leanna (’74
Clarinet) is enjoying retirement by playing golf.
Lanie is in her 34th and final year of teaching.
Both are enjoying playing with their two grand-
children.

Sack, Robert (’54 & ’57 Clarinet) completed his
sixteenth year as the president of the Birmingham
Concert Band.

Schmid, Andy (’79 Tuba) retired and is enjoying
playing in the Belle Valley Band as well as having
a busy schedule adjudicating for MSBOA.

Sedan, Harry (’62 Tuba) retired after 29 years in
federal law enforcement. He lives in Tomball, TX.

Sikorski, Jake (Percussion) had his new march,
“The Fighting 110th” premiered by the Kellogg
Community College Concert Band to an enthu-
siastic response.

Sommerness, Martin (’77 & ’79 Trumpet) professor
of journalism at Northern Arizona University,
has been appointed faculty adviser of the
award-winning student campus newspaper,
“The Lumberjack.”

Steuhower, Christy (’96 Big Tens) is now a full-
time teacher and support staff to directors at
Sylvan Learning Center. She has three girls,
Emily (8), Allison (4), and Lilly (3 mo. Golden
Retriever) and one boy (2 mo. Siberian Husky). 



Stimson, Jeff (’98 Trumpet) and Bernadette (’97
Tenor Sax) welcomed a new baby boy (Jeffrey
Roy) to their family. Jeff has just finished his
master’s in music education at that other uni-
versity, and is entering his eighth year of teach-
ing middle school band in Howell.

Stukey, Howard (’68 Trumpet) retired from
Adrian Public Schools after 34 years as band
director.

Stutler, Von Ann (’61 Clarinet) is married to Bill
Stutler (’59 & ’60 Drum Major and Leonard
Falcone’s assistant in ’61). They own a dinner
theatre in New York and have been producing
shows there for 36 years.

Texter, Tracy (’82 Trumpet & French Horn)
shares that younger son, Colin, is deciding
where to attend college; loves marching band
(trombone) and may well head to MSU. Older
brother Michael goes to “that other school,”
while oldest brother Dan lives and works in
Marquette.

Toenniges, Jeff (’85 Trumpet) and Lisa (Merz)
(’84 Alto Sax) celebrated their 20th wedding
anniversary in December. Lisa is president and
owner of Innovative Learning Group in Royal
Oak, while Jeff takes care of the homefront.
Their daughters, Alex and Kit, are musicians
too, playing the bassoon and cello. Lisa and Jeff
have been a bando couple for nearly 27 years!

Walsh, Brian (’86 Baritone) shares that both kids
are in college now so he & Shelly are learning to
be “empty-nesters.” They had a family vacation
in Williamsburg, VA this summer and they
highly recommend it for all ages.

Wesolek, Sarah (Keeler) (’05 Color Guard)
married Nick Wesolek (’05 Tuba) in the spring
of 2006 at the Alumni Chapel, and had their
first child, Carinthia in the summer of 2008.
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Beryl’s Beat spring 2009

2009 Homecoming Parade: Mark Your Calendar!
On Friday evening, October 16, 2009 the MSU Alumni Band will participate in the

MSU Homecoming Parade. All band members that have provided the band with a correct
email address will receive an email in September with registration information and parade
details. Band members will be able to register by email or by calling Jack Nelson at 517-655-
3627. You can also email Jack at jackn4952@cablespeed.com. There is no cost to participate
in this event.
This year will be the sixth consecutive year that the Alumni Band has participated in the

parade. Band members can ride on a large truck or can walk next to the truck. There is no
marching. This event continues to grow in band member attendance and is a fun way to
show Spartan spirit in front of thousands of appreciative parade spectators. Please consider
joining us and including the parade as part of your 2009 Alumni Band Fall Reunion and
Homecoming activities.

New President of the Conductors Guild Elected
Michael Griffith (MSU B. Mus

1971, M. Mus. 1975) has been elected
President of the Conductors Guild.
The Guild is an international organi-
zation serving the conducting profes-
sion through conferences, workshops,
a journal, job listings, mentoring, and
other offerings. During Dr. Griffith’s
two-year term the Guild will host
conferences in Copenhagen and San
Francisco and offer workshops includ-
ing with the Buffalo Philharmonic
and the Cabrillo Music Festival. He
has been on the Board since 1999,
and had served as Vice President 
and Secretary before being elected
President at the Guild’s 2008 confer-
ence in New York.
Dr. Griffith is in his 21st year as

Director of Orchestra Activities at the
University of Wyoming. During his
tenure there he has received numerous
honors, including being named a Top Ten Teacher by the 2006 graduating class and being
selected to teach UW’s London Semester in 2008. He has taken the UW Symphony to
Bolivia for a week, and the UW Chamber Orchestra to perform at the All-Northwest
MENC conference in Spokane this past spring. In 2005 he was a winner of an
ASCAP/American Symphony Orchestra League Adventurous Programming Award.
His guest conducting engagements have included Orquestra Petrobras Pro Musica in Rio

de Janeiro, Denver’s Mercury Ensemble, the Ft. Collins Symphony, Cheyenne Symphony,
Opera Fort Collins, Colorado Music Festival (Boulder), and more. He has done many high
school honors orchestras, including the Wyoming and Colorado All-State Orchestras.
College orchestras he has conducted include The University of Missouri, Iowa State,
University of Colorado, MSU, and Pacific Lutheran. Broadcast performances include the
Nigerian Broadcasting Company (doing the music of MSU graduate Samuel Akpabot),
Canadian Broadcasting Corporation, Minnesota Public Radio, Nebraska Public Radio,
University of Illinois Public Radio, KUSF San Francisco, Wyoming Public Television, and
Wyoming Public Radio.
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MSU BANDS/ALUMNI BAND FUNDS & PROJECTS

ENDOWED FUNDS
Over the years there have been a number of MSU endowed scholarships created that are available for financial assistance
to students who participate in the MSU Bands. Established with an initial funding amount, these endowments can
often benefit tremendously from additional funding. What a great way to make a tax-deductible contribution to MSU
and at the same time, show your support of the MSU Bands!  

Walter Adams Memorial Endowed Scholarship in Marching Band

Kenneth G. Bloomquist Endowed Fellowship in Wind Conducting

Leonard Falcone Endowed Scholarship

John L. and Carole A. Whitwell Endowed Fund in Wind Conducting

William B. Stutler Endowment Fund for Scholarships in the MSU Band Program

John B. and Beverly A. Webb Spartan Marching Band Endowed Scholarship

Jeff and Diana Glass Endowed Scholarship

Spartan Championship Drums Endowment Fund

ONGOING MSU BANDS PROJECTS
The following projects are currently ongoing. Another great way to make a tax-deductible contribution to MSU and at
the same time, show your support of the MSU Bands!  

John L. Whitwell Band Scholarship Fund (Alumni Band Project)

Kenneth Bloomquist Band Scholarship Fund (Alumni Band Project)

Brough Spartan Marching Band Leadership Award Fund

SMB Director’s Special Fund

MSU Bands Commissioning Project

Spartan Marching Band – Gifts to this allocation count toward Spartan Fund benefits. For more information on Spartan 
Fund membership, contact the Spartan Fund at 517-432-4610 or visit www.msuspartans.com/spartanfund/.

Check should be made out to Michigan State University with the name of the fund (as indicated above) clearly noted
on the memo portion of your check. Send your contribution to College of Music Advancement, Rebecca Surian,
102 Music Building, East Lansing, MI 48824. Please note that a gift of $2,000 or more may qualify you for recognition in
one of MSU's distinguished donor societies. 



Check Out our New Web Site
Next time you’re on the web, stop by the MSU

Alumni Band’s new web site. You’ll find information
about upcoming events, a digital copy of the
newsletter, email addresses of members, and lots of
pictures! www.spartanband.net/alumni

Change of Home or Email Address
To keep you informed, please let us know when you

move or have a change of email address by calling
(517) 351-4582, mailing a note to MSU Alumni Band,
c/o Tim Fox, 1850 Snyder, East Lansing, MI 48823, or
emailing Gary Baron at: tyzilm7@msualum.com.

MSU Alumni Band members rehearse before the 2008 Alumni Band
Fall Reunion in the newly renovated Dem Hall. 
Photos by Erik Nielsen, Mike Bortz, Lynn Brown and others

MSU Alumni Band percussion members during rehearsal in Dem Hall
before the 2008 Alumni Band Fall Reunion. 
Photos by Erik Nielsen, Mike Bortz, Lynn Brown and others

Since the Last Issue
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2010MSU Alumni Tour Band
Due to the current economic conditions,

The MSU Alumni Tour Band has had to
cancel its highly anticipated trip to Italy in
June 2010 as a performing band. Instead, the
option to tour the already scheduled itinerary
— as tourists only — has been established
and is open to any who wish to join the 50+
trip veterans already committed. By not trav-
eling as a band, trip costs have been greatly
reduced. If interested, contact Lauralee
Campbell at 517-332-4790 or
lcamp13@comcast.net.  

MSU Alumni Band Video
MSU Today featured a story on the 2008

Alumni Band Fall Reunion that was shown
on the Big Ten Network. A copy of that 
feature is posted on YouTube. Check it out at:
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AorStfcVYZs

On June 4th a 24-piece Alumni Band performed the MSU Shadows and MSU Fight Song
for approximately 250 appreciative alums at the Kellogg Center. The event was the annual
Reunion Days Kedzie Luncheon for alumni that graduated 50 or more years ago. This was
the first time that the Alumni Band has played at this event.

Alumni Band Performs at the Reunion Days Kedzie Luncheon


