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Winter 2018

a Message from the President

There are basketball rebounds and then there was a football rebound! As in a flip from 
3–9 to 9–3; plus a bowl win in beautiful San Diego to get to a double digit 10-win football 
season: impressive, and almost unprecedented in college football. Our own transition to 
David Thornton as our new Spartan Marching Band director was equally impressive; all the 
shows were well received, and our fall reunion, while different in several aspects, came off very 
well indeed. Many thanks to Jack Nelson and to Jim Barry as well, as this year’s Pentwater 
Days presented new challenges which were more than overcome; the day came off flawlessly. 

We had a very active and challenging winter break schedule as well. Busier than ever, MSU 
Athletics now makes it a priority to schedule a visiting school as many games and sports as 
possible on the same weekend. What this means is we can be asked to play for a women’s 
basketball game, a men’s basketball game, and a hockey game all the same day or weekend. 
Thanks again to Special Events Coordinator Jack Nelson for his superb leadership here. We 
also traveled to the new Little Caesar’s Arena in Detroit for the GLI hockey tournament. It 
was wonderful to be able to see and appreciate that beautiful new arena.            

The Spartan Marching Band Jacket Campaign was again successful and this year was an 
official part of the “MSU Day of Giving” campaign. It is gratifying to see non-music donors 
give to the campaign once they see the need.

Next up is our spring reunion, to be held Sunday, April 29, 2018. We have played to a 
standing room only audience the last two years, so if you have never come back for the 
concert/reunion give it some consideration this year.

Finally, we all know these are challenging times for our university and I am sure you feel as 
I do; that just as in football, we in the bands are a constant. We have always been and always 
will be a positive voice in support of our school. Remain a part of that Spartan Pride — 
Spartan Tradition — Spartan Will. Come back soon!

Greg Pell, President, MSU Alumni Band Association

FOR THE LATEST NEWS 
AND INFORMATION, VISIT:

WWW.MSUALUMNIBAND.COM

U P C O M I N G  E V E N T S

2018 MSU ALUMNI CONCERT BAND REUNION
April 29, 2018 
Location: Fairchild Theatre, MSU Campus 
Registration coming soon at:  
https://msu_alumniband2018springconcert.eventbrite.com/  
Reunion Schedule:  
8:00 a.m. Registration & hospitality
9:00 a.m. Rehearsal 
Find a seat at the part you feel comfortable performing. 
Music will be emailed to registrants in advance.
11:30 a.m. Lunch, on your own 
 Optional Event: 
 Brunch Buffet at the Kellogg Center 
 See below for details
2:45 p.m. Arrive for concert 
Arrive backstage and take your seat on stage.
3:00–4:00 p.m. Concert 
“Dress-up” clothes requested. 
 
Optional Event: Brunch Buffet at Kellogg Center 
Time: 12–2 p.m. • Price: $16.95 + tax/person 
Please register for the event at the Eventbrite site. 
Pay for your brunch directly to the Kellogg Center 
when you arrive.

ALUMNI BAND UPCOMING EVENTS 
Homecoming Parade: October 5th, 2018 
Info and sign-up will be available this summer with 
the fall reunion registration on Eventbrite. 
 
2018 Mediterranean Tour: June 11–23 
The tour includes three days in Athens followed by a 
cruise to Barcelona. Musicians, family, and friends 
travel together. Check out the tour at:  
http://spartanband.net/alumni/?p=1182

2018 MSU ALUMNI BAND FALL REUNION
October 6, 2018 • MSU vs. Northwestern 
Golf Outing: October 5, 2018
Keep checking msualumniband.com and the next 
issue of the Encore for more information.
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Alumni Brass

Alumni band members joined MSU icons Kirk Gibson, George Perles, and Dr. James Potchen at 
“Gibby & Friends vs. Parky” to raise $1 million for Parkinson’s research. The pregame tailgate at 
Kellogg Center was held before the Notre Dame football game on September 23rd.
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Alumni brass played at The Great Tailgate Event in Southgate on October 4th. Sponsored by the 
Taylor and Trenton Rotary Clubs, the event brought fans of MSU and U of M together to fire up 
before the annual battle on the gridiron, raising funds for children’s charities.

MSU green gained that distinctive Detroit Red Wings red tinge at the Wings’ new Little Caesar’s 
Arena in Detroit on January 1st. The alumni brass ushered in 2018 at the 53rd annual Great Lakes 
Invitational hockey tournament as MSU faced Michigan Tech. 
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Beryl’s Beat winter 2018

Adams, Ken (’71 Trombone) now winters in The 
Villages, Florida.

Black, Gary (’76 Big Tens) has been a test pilot 
and sales director at Cirrus Aircraft for 20+ years 
in Duluth, MN. Before that he flew F-14 Tomcats 
for the US Navy off aircraft carriers for 20 years.

Blum, Richard (’65, Tenor Saxophone) continues 
to work as an orthopedist at the Cornell Scott 
Community Health Clinic, New Haven, CT.

Brown, Bruce (’82 Big Tens) recently retired after 
33 years of educating and entertaining in Fort 
Lauderdale. He is a freelance theatrical lighting 
designer and enjoys road trips around the U.S.

Coyle, Samantha (’11 Percussion ) got married last 
year in East Lansing, so she and her husband will 
return to MSU to celebrate their anniversary the 
day after the alumni band game! 

Craig, John (’71, Percussion) wife, four boys, three 
grandsons all play percussion — and newly 
adopted boy is learning at 20 months. Go Green!

Edwards, Douglas (’79 Trumpet) and his wife 
moved from Memphis, TN to Colorado Springs, 
CO. He has worked from home for seven years 
as a certified financial planner for FTB Advisors.

Felder, Tony (’14 Percussion) moved to Grand 
Rapids.

Friedeberg, Trevor (’08 Trumpet) proposed during 
the alumni band halftime of the MSU vs. North-
western men’s basketball game last December. 
Oh, and she said yes!

Gillette, Thomas (’80, Baritone) enjoys his new 
position as music director of the fabulous Meridian 
Community Band in Okemos!

Hamilton, Stephanie (’14 Alto Sax) is pursuing a 
PhD in physics at U of M.

Hedlund, Tom (’90 Trombone) and Denise cel-
ebrated 25 years of marriage, daughter Ashley 
graduated from the University of Illinois with a 
degree in music ed (in the top 3% of her class). 
She now attends the Univ. of New Mexico, pur-
suing a masters degree in trumpet performance.  
Son, Benjamin graduated high school and is now 
a proud 2nd generation T-bone in the SMB. He 
plans on studying chemical engineering.

Hruby, Jean (’88 Trumpet) is finishing up a four 
year term as president of the National American 
Sokol Organization, a 152-year-old community 
organization providing fitness, educational and 
cultural programs.

Hutting, Lori (’92 Alto Sax) has been working 
on their house. This summer, they sold it and 
moved to DeWitt.

Kocher, Jeff (’84 Trumpet) has been playing in 
the Farmington Community Concert Band and 
Big Band.

Koehn, Norman (’68, Clarinet) missed fall reunion 
2016 … felt so terrible … as I listened to the 
game, my heart and soul was every second with 
alumni and Spartan Band … and of course the 
game … looking so forward to next year.

Levandowski, Paul (’91 Tuba) married his partner 
of 17 years.  He currently works at Buffalo Wild 
Wings in Muskegon.

Lutz, Merritt (’65 Percussion) is a full-time employee 
at Morgan Stanley in NYC managing a global 
financial risk management function.

Marx, Gary (’73 Trumpet) retired in May!

McDaniel, John (’81 Baritone) and Arlene traveled 
to Yellowstone in June and enjoyed being snowed 
on — twice!

McGuire, Mary (Trombone) recently released a 
new album called Love Struck and as a result 
was the recipient of the Detroit Music Award 
for Outstanding Americana Songwriter in 2016. 
Excited to be working at Michigan Trails & 
Greenways Alliance, an affiliate of the Michigan 
Fitness Foundation in Old Town Lansing as ride 
director of the Michigander Bicycle Tour and 
assistant director for Michigan Trails.

Melnick, Vicki (’91 Alto Sax) started her 16th 
year at Ohio State, was promoted to director of 
academic services for the Student-Athlete Sup-
port Services Office, and was a staff advisor for a 
service learning trip to Thailand this summer.

Ohl-Shaw, Nicole (’94 Trombone) started her 22nd 
year teaching at Waverly High School in Lan-
sing. She has three children ages 17, 15, and 8. 
Her oldest two are both musicians, playing the 
trombone (like mom!) and the clarinet, while her 
youngest is currently the artist of the family. Her 
oldest plans on applying to MSU for next year 
and auditioning for the SMB, so wish her luck!

Penhollow, Erik (’88 Trumpet) is coaching Girls 
14U ice hockey in Ann Arbor.

Piche’, Steve  (Trumpet) retired chef turned 
school bus driver in Saline, Michigan.

Pushman, Todd (’91 Tuba) is now throwing all 
his spare money at MSU — both daughters 

enrolled. Molly (freshman), and Alicen (junior).  
Alicen is currently in the SMB tuba section.

Rafferty, David (’64, Trumpet-Cornet) plays in 
the Kalamazoo Concert Band (45 yrs) plus the 
Checkers Swing Band, Portage Senior Center 
Band, church choir and other activities. Married 
to Deb Pfeifer Rafferty (MSU ’70) for over 45 yrs. 
Retired in ’04.

Rimpau, Joy (’75, Baritone) in the summer of 
2016 joined the Dexter (MI) Community Band 
on a performance tour to Ireland. They played 
three concerts (Bray, Killarney, and Galway) and 
toured the country. She continues to play in the 
Meridian Community Band, the Lansing Concert 
Band, and at St. Thomas Aquinas Church.

Robertson, Alan (’67 Mellophone) plays autoharp, 
guitar and stand up bass in HWY 287 String 
Band. He also conducts a farm tour business 
(Caywood Farm Tours) for winter visitors and 
schoolchildren. Retired naval aviator, retired 
commercial airline captain (Southwest Airlines) 
and woodworking hobbiest.

Saum, Erica (’00 Alto Horn) is a certified trainer 
in safeTALK and ASIST, two evidence-based 
programs addressing suicide awareness and 
prevention.

Schley, Craig (’64 Alto Sax) plays for the The Mo-
tor City Saxophone Quartet which is in its 11th 
season. They play various venues in the Detroit 
area with several performances on our schedule. 
Also active with big bands and combos.

Sonneville-Douglass, Kirsten (Color Guard) recently 
built a house and moved to Keego Harbor.

Texter, Tracy (’82 Trumpet) lives in Saint Ignace 
and works as a nurse practitioner. She plays horn 
in the Sault Symphony. She and her husband 
celebrated the arrival of their first grandchild, 
Grant. What fun!

Turkus, Pete (’76 Percussion) is retired.

Walsh, Brian (’86 Baritone) married 31 years to 
beautiful Shelly. 28 years with MDOT. Daughter 
Bri has her PhD, is a professor & head of political 
econ dept at Ashland Univ & son-in-law Max is 
at Nestle in Ohio. Son Jake has many financial 
pursuits: life specialist at Farm Bureau Ins., busi-
ness owner, & proprietary trader. We are blessed!

Williamsen, Robert (’85 Tuba) enjoys life on Lake 
Norman in North Carolina.

TO VIEW UPCOMING MSU BANDS CONCERTS VISIT:  
http://music.msu.edu/event-listing/by-category/tag/bands

SELECTED CONCERTS ARE ARCHIVED AT: 
 https://www.youtube.com/user/MusicMSU
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PENTWATER EVENT 

IN THE REARVIEW MIRROR

UPCOMING CONCERT

Henry Nelson: The Original “Dual Threat!”

One Legacy: The MSU Alumni Band

Alumni Band veteran Henry Nelson was featured on his arrangement of “The Cricket and the 
Bullfrog” at the 15th Annual Sparrow Foundation/SMB Concert for Kids on September 10, 2017. 
Henry played both piccolo and tuba (alternating!) to the delight of all.  This year’s benefit concert 
will be held on September 30, 2018. 

 Enjoy the video here: https://youtu.be/ke4u2ujn_yY

“One Legacy: The MSU Alumni Band” debuted on November 28, 2017 for the MSU Give Green 
Day. The one-minute alumni band “hype” video, spearheaded by Greg Pell, was produced by 
MSU College of Music media specialist Steve Boughton and used as part of our SMB Jacket Fund 
initiative. With assistance from Madison Dugan, College of Music assistant director of development, 
we exceeded our $5,000 goal! Through many generous donations, we continue to help subsidize 
the $12,000 annual cost of band jackets for SMB freshmen. 

 Check out the video here:  https://youtu.be/JbwKpB-vDDw
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(Top): The band and Sparty entertain the 
parade crowd in downtown Pentwater.  
(Above): The band finishes the day at the 
Pentwater marina. (Photos by Jim Barry.)

Dave Catron and Ken Bloomquist plan a 1970s 
SMB drill. (Photo courtesy of MSU.)

Thur., March 22, 7:30pm Wharton Center

In honor of Pulitzer Prize winning professor Karel 
Husa, the MSU Wind Symphony, conducted by 
Dr. Kevin Sedatole will perform Husa’s masterwork 
for winds, “Concerto For Wind Ensemble” —
winner of the first Sudler International Wind Band 
Composition Contest, commissioned by the alumni 
band in 1982 and dedicated to MSU. 

 www.music.msu.edu/event-listing/ 
wind-symphony-15
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MSU Museum preserves Spartan Band Treasures The Alumni Band gets Social 

Even Sparty wants In! 

You can find us on Twitter, Instagram, 
Snapchat, and Facebook. Follow us for the 
latest news and information on alumni band 
happenings and events, as well as live coverage 
of performances at the reunions, Pentwater, 
holiday bands, and more!

 Twitter: twitter.com/msualumniband

 Instagram: instagram.com/msualumniband

 Snapchat: https://www.snapchat.com/add/
msualumniband

 Facebook: facebook.com/msualumniband

The MSU Alumni Brass, coordinated by Jack 
Nelson, takes over when the MSU student body 
leaves campus or is over-extended. During the 
holidays, they played for 13 MSU athletic events, 
including five hockey games, three women’s 
basketball games, and five men’s basketball games. 
The schedule had games on seven consecutive 
days and a doubleheader, as well as two trips to 
the new Little Caesars Arena in Detroit for the 
Great Lakes Invitational hockey tournament. 
Approximately 150 band alums were joined by 
about 20 current Spartan Brass members. 

MSU Athletics again provided players with 
free admission as well as some free parking 
passes, food vouchers, and family tickets. The 
band members enjoy meeting others and serving 
the university. Consider playing at one or more 
events next season!

MSU student Jacob McCormick is a history major and museum studies minor, a perfect 
combination for a Spartan Marching Band baritone player who is interested in Spartan 
Band history.  Jacob began an internship with the MSU Museum History Collection in fall 
2016, and took the opportunity to take inventory and assess the museum’s tremendous 
collection of MSU Band materials. In November, some of the alumni band board members 
toured the collection with interpretation from Jacob and Curator of History Shirley Wajda.  
Fascinating! Pictured here are some examples of the uniforms in the collection. 

Photo by Melissa Mackey

Greg Pell holds an SMB “crossbelt” uniform, those worn during his freshman year at MSU in 
1962–63. 

Photos by Jim Barry, Tim Fox

Photos by Stacie Detgen
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Since our Last Issue

Scenes from the 47th Annual MSU Alumni Band Fall Reunion: MSU vs. Iowa, Sept. 30th, 2017
To see more photos from the fall reunion, visit “Michigan State University Alumni Band” on Facebook.  

Follow Us Online! 
Stop by the MSU Alumni Band’s web site. You’ll find 
information about upcoming events, a digital copy of the 
newsletter, email addresses of members, and lots of pictures! 
www.msualumniband.com. Check out “Michigan State 
University Alumni Band” on Facebook.com!

Change of Home or Email Address
To keep you informed, please let us know when you move 
or have a change of email address by calling (517) 351-4582, 
mailing a note to MSU Alumni Band, c/o Tim Fox, 1850 
Snyder, East Lansing, MI 48823, or emailing us at:  
alumband@msu.edu.

Top: Director Emeritus Dave Catron and first year SMB Director David Thornton. (Photo by Jim Barry)
Above: In Spartan Stadium ready for MSU vs. Iowa. (Photo by Mark Hansen)
Top Right: Alumni drum major Mary Hulliberger and SMB drum major Nicole Sanford. (Photo by Mark Hansen)
Right: Son and dad, Steve and Phil Bertolini. (Photo by Mark Hansen)


