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a Message from the President

 
Do you save our past copies of the Encore? If so, look them up, or go to msualumniband.com 
and click the “newsletter” tab at the top. You’ll note my first message, which pointed to the 
pride we could all take in the success we have enjoyed on the football field. Now we in music 
can take increased pride in the support we provide when we have an off year, and that is the 
topic for this message. It has been as rewarding a fall and winter as, perhaps, we have ever had. 
The Fall Football “Legacy of Rock Icons” show drew the largest group in recent memory, 
numbering more than 340. Coach Izzo continues to be as popular a speaker as we have ever 
had, and we had the opportunity to thank him for his very generous band jacket contribution.

Under Jack Nelson and Jim Barry’s leadership, we played to an audience of 1500 in 
downriver Detroit before the Michigan/Michigan State University game, a retiring judges 
event also in Detroit, a future trustees’ party preseason, 14 men’s and women’s basketball and 
hockey games, plus the annual Joe Louis Holiday Tournament.  

In all of these events you should know how much athletics appreciates us, and how often 
we were approached by them to say so. Go Green!

Your alumni band was featured in an article in the Lansing State Journal and later picked 
up by the Detroit News/Free Press. A wonderful publicity and another sign of how we are 
viewed and appreciated.

In addition, we were honored to be approached by Marine Master Gunnery Sgt. Earl 
Hurrey, retired, Selection Chair, Military Veterans Liaison, Historic Programs 
Commemoration, Washington, D.C. and invited to perform in Honolulu, Hawaii at the 
largest commemorative ever to celebrate the 50th Anniversary of the end of hostilities in 
South Vietnam. While we will not be able to participate, we learned that we had been vetted 
and are included as one of the top alumni groups in America. We now have a relationship 
and will have other opportunities to perform going forward in Normandy, France, 
Washington, D.C., Gettysburg, Pennsylvania, etc.

Next up will be the MSU Alumni Band Concert Reunion, Sunday, April 30th. It is a 
wonderful time to gather, play to a large and appreciative audience, again sharing the stage 
with the Spartan Youth Wind Symphony at Fairchild.  Even if you don’t care to play, the 
brunch at Kellogg Center affords the most social time we have.

Our efforts through social media continue to succeed, we draw younger alumni, the jacket 
fund again reached its goal, Jim Barry has transferred all of Dave Catron’s tapes to MP4 and 
DVDs, work has begun on Dean Bredwell’s Library, we are working on composing our own 
arrangements, and the list goes on. It is all good, folks. Come join us and be a part of the 
best alumni band in the land!

Greg Pell, President, MSU Alumni Band Association

The 2016 Alumni Band takes the field for halftime at MSU vs. Wisconsin. Photo by: Lesa Nelson

ALUMNI BAND UPCOMING EVENTS 
Pentwater Days: August 12th, 2017
Combined SMB/Alumni Band event. Keep checking 
msualumniband.com for more  information

Homecoming Parade: October 20th, 2017 
Info and sign-up will be available this summer with 
the fall reunion registration on Eventbrite. 

U P C O M I N G  E V E N T S

FOR THE LATEST NEWS 
AND INFORMATION, VISIT:

WWW.MSUALUMNIBAND.COM

2017 MSU ALUMNI CONCERT BAND REUNION
April 30, 2017 
Location: Fairchild Theatre, MSU Campus 
Registration coming soon at:  
https://msualumniband-2017springconcert.eventbrite.com

Reunion Schedule:  
8:00 a.m. Registration & hospitality
9:00 a.m. Rehearsal 
Find a seat at the part you feel comfortable performing. 
Register on-line to download music.
11:30 a.m. Lunch, on your own 
 Optional Event: 
 Brunch Buffet at the Kellogg Center 
 See below for details
2:45 p.m. Arrive for concert 
Arrive backstage and take your seat on stage.
3:00–4:30 p.m. Concert: Alumni Band &  
 Spartan Youth Wind Symphony 
“Dress-up” clothes requested. Please enjoy the Spartan 
Youth Wind Symphony following our performance.

Optional Event: Brunch Buffet at Kellogg Center 
Time: 12 p.m.–2 p.m. • Price: $14.95/person 
Please register for the event at the Eventbrite site. 
Pay for your brunch directly to the Kellogg Center 
when you arrive.

2017 MSU ALUMNI BAND FALL REUNION
September 30, 2017 • MSU vs. Iowa 
Golf Outing: September 29, 2017
Keep checking msualumniband.com and the next 
issue of the Encore for more information.

AVAILABLE LATE MARCH

http://www.msualumniband.com
https://msualumniband-2017springconcert.eventbrite.com
https://springconcertmsu-alumniband2016.eventbrite.com
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Alumni Brass

Photo credit: Bob Gould 

A veteran MSU Alumni Band group contributed to the spirit, fun, and success of the 
Spartan Winter Tailgate in Grand Rapids again this year. The February 9th event honored 
the Bullough family and kicker Mike Sadler, raising $67,000 for athletic scholarships, the 
Mike Sadler Foundation, and Grand Rapids Public Schools. 

 

Photo credit: Al Fisk

“The Great Tailgate Event” On October 26 brought together fans of MSU and U of M to 
celebrate the upcoming rivalry game and to raise thousands for the ‘Chad Tough Foundation’ 
(U of M), Sparrow Hospital’s ‘Children’s Miracle Network-Lansing’ (MSU), and the 
children’s charities of the sponsors, the Taylor and Trenton Rotary Clubs. An MSU Alumni 
Band group helped make the event a big success.

Photo credit: Tim Draeger

The MSU Alumni Brass, coordinated by Jack Nelson started out their “holiday bands” 
season with an unprecedented triple-header on December 18. Volunteers played a total of 11 
events on eight dates in December and January. Playing for Women’s Basketball, Men’s 
Basketball and Hockey teams, all players gained free admission to some of the best seats at 
Breslin and Munn arenas. MSU Athletics provided food vouchers for all events as well as 
frequent free family tickets. Mostly though, participating in these events was full of 
camaraderie and fun, and a tremendous way to show our support for MSU Bands and MSU 
Athletics each year.
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Beryl’s Beat winter 2017

Alderman, Dala (’98 Color Guard) still teaches 5th 
grade in Western’s School District. Daughter, Lily, 
is a 7th grader and is in the percussion section. 
Adam is a 5th grader, and loves the piano.

Barann, Becky (’15 Mellophone) works as a tax 
accountant for Plante Moran in Detroit, MI, 
celebrating one year out of MSU and as a CPA! 

Bartlett, Dale (’55 Mellophone) retired from MSU 
in 1996, and lives in East Lansing. It is his 34th 
year as conductor of the Arts Chorale of Greater 
Lansing. He teaches 9–10 local horn students, 
and finds retirement an ongoing great life.

Bertolini, Phillip (’85 Tuba) shares that son Steven 
will be a freshman trumpet in the 2016 Spartan 
Marching Band!

Bolton, Grant (’16 Tenor Drums) recently 
graduated and began his career as a video editor!

Brown, Doug (’66–’69 Trumpet) hosts the NPR 
program Wind & Rhythm, broadcast from 25 
stations including WKAR and WRCJ in Detroit.

Chelekis, Philip (’74 Tenor Drums) retired from 
instrumental music teaching after 36 years.

Conklin, David (’76 Trumpet) is director of bands, 
Gettysburg Area High School/Middle School, 
church choir director at Gettysburg Presbyterian 
Church, and principal cornet of the Spires Brass 
Band out of Frederick, MD.

Dodge, Dan (’66–’68 Baritone) played in the First 
Calvary Mounted Jeep Band in the Army. He 
now plays in St. Clair County Community 
College Symphonic Band, and retired from GM 
Tech Center in Warren, MI.

Dunnam, Karen (’78 Baritone) is coordinating a 
40th reunion of the original “Faygo” baritones. 
She goes to lots of contra & square dances, “the 
practical post-graduate application of marching 
band…” and is a dance caller. She acquired an 
antique E  tuba, and plans to fall in with a 
Federal band in the Gettysburg Remembrance 
Day parade in November.

Elliott, Tom (’01 Twirler) is a continuing education 
major, singing bass in State Singers with Doc Reed.

Feeney, Kathleen (’84 Color Guard) is learning 
how to balance the demands of being a working 
mom and presiding judge of the Kent Count 
Circuit Court Family Division. She is very 

willing to accept advice on how to get 6–12 
more hours of work/play out of each day! 

Fisk, Al (’78 Trombone) is happily retired after 34 
years teaching vocal music in Hazel Park, gives 
back by doing Meals On Wheels, Focus Hope 
food deliveries, and jail ministry. Life is good!

Galang, Rachelle (’12 Alto Sax) moved back from 
Hawaii.

Gould, Susan (’91 Alto Sax) finished her 25th year 
as director of bands and orchestras at Greenville 
High School. Bob begins his 10th year as an 
instructor in the MSU College of Comm Arts 
teaching broadcast journalism classes. Their 
daughter, Ilene, is a freshman at MSU, and is 
marching Mellophone in the SMB! 

Graham-Banes, Carol (’78 Color Guard) following 
a wonderful and busy career as a speech patholo-
gist; and recently won a gold medal rowing for the 
Bay City Rowing Club — a new sport for her!

Gulick, Matt (’87–89 Trombone) is the trauma 
program manager at Memorial Healthcare in 
Owosso, MI to build a Level III Trauma Center.

Halls, Brad (’87 Snare Drum) works as a software 
development manager for Siemens PLM in Troy. 
He teaches and writes for the Waterford 
Kettering High School drumline. He and wife 
Heather Halls (Alto Sax 84–88) have two 
children both music education majors and in the 
SMB — son plays snare and daughter, alto sax.

Hogan, Melissa (’88 Alto Sax) is in her 27th year 
in education!

Hutting, Lori (’92 Alto Sax) still teaches 4th grade 
in DeWitt, and is trying to get their house ready 
to sell and move closer to where her kids go to 
school. “The only exciting thing I’ve done 
recently is change 34 electrical outlets and 33 
switches in my house. Yay.”

Klein, Megan (‘03 Alto Sax) bought her first 
house in Chili, NY.

Kressler, Jeff (’69 Trumpet) is getting older but 
not particularly wiser.

LeRoux, Katie (’13 Color Guard) graduated from 
Western Michigan University with a masters in 
counseling psychology in 2015. Married in June 
of 2016, she works for Summit Pointe in Battle 
Creek as a clinical case worker. 

Lewis, Steve (’70 Trumpet) share that his wife 
Patti, (Clarinet ’66–70) died last October.

Little, Daniel (’12 Mellophone) is finishing his 
PhD in Chemistry at MSU.

Maeroff, Jackie (’15 Cymbals) is a student in the 
College of Veterinary Medicine at MSU, and 
will graduate in 2019. 

Matzen, Tom (’82 Trumpet) retired as a band 
director/instrumental music teacher after 29 years 
in Franklin (WI) schools. He previously taught 
in Northeast Hamilton (IA) and Albion (MI). 
He and wife, Wendy (Judson) celebrated their 
35th anniversary with 15 days in Kauia and the 
big island of Hawaii. and look forward to the 
arrival of their first grandchild.

McDaniel, John (’81 Baritone) enjoys his new 
Wessex 4-valve euphonium and 1930 Conn 
5-valve double bell euphonium, and looks 
forward to the 40th anniversary of Faygo!

Mortensen, James (’82 Trombone) just dropped 
our youngest off at MSU as a freshman. All five 
members of his family are Spartans!

Nielsen, Erik (’73 Trombone) shares that his son, 
Patrick (MSU ’11) received his doctor in physical 
therapy and now works at Athletico in Chicago.

Oeming, William (’11 Trombone) studies fish on 
Lake Michigan out of a field office in Harbor 
Springs and plays music at various events on his 
time off.

Opatich, Bona (’85 Baritone) performed in China 
in 2013; went on a Pilgrimage to Israel in 2015; 
conducted the Motor City Youth Brass Band; 
and commissioned a piece with other MSU 
alums to honor our dear friend, Ben Fritz. 

Parker, Lindsey (’13 Color Guard) is in her third 
year teaching special education in Adrian, MI. 
She just started a master’s degree in special 
education with an endorsement in autism 
spectrum disorders at Michigan State. She’s 
excited to become a double Spartan! I also coach 
Adrian High School’s color guard.

Penhollow, Erik (’88 Trumpet) shares that daughter 
is now a junior at MSU, and his son works for 
the Boston Bruins.

Piche, Steven (’74, ’75 ’77 Trumpet) is a retired 
chef, and school bus driver.

TO VIEW UPCOMING MSU BANDS CONCERTS VISIT:  
http://music.msu.edu/event-listing/by-category/tag/bands

SELECTED CONCERTS (LIVE & ARCHIVED) AT: 
 http://new.livestream.com/musicmsu

http://music.msu.edu/event-listing/by-category/tag/bands
http://new.livestream.com/musicmsu
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High Notes   

The MSU Wind Symphony, under the direction of MSU Director 
of Bands Kevin Sedatole, will share their artistry as a featured performer 
at the biennial College Band Directors National Association (CBDNA) 
Conference in Kansas City, Missouri. “This is as high as it gets in the 
collegiate band world,” says Professor Sedatole. “It’s a great opportunity 
to showcase MSU and our program to other people and to the rest of 
the country.” The band was selected through a highly competitive blind 
audition process involving a panel of judges’ review of CDs submitted 
from across the country. The concert will be presented Thursday, 
March 16, at 8 p.m. in the Kauffman Center for the Performing Arts, 
Kansas City’s world-renowned concert hall. See more at: http://www.
music.msu.edu/news/msu-wind-symphony-selected-for-cbdna-event

Congratulations to MSU Alumni Band member Merritt Lutz, 
(MSU ’67), who was awarded the 2016 MSU Alumni Service Award!  
An MSU Drumline alum, inspiration, benefactor and friend, Merritt 
is the co-creator of “The Series.” His significant support has been felt 
by the drumline and the MSU College of Music for decades. To see 
Merritt’s intro for the October 13 MSU Grand Awards Gala, see: 
https://youtu.be/jjAriLW0Bvo?list=PLdjDshim_vTsLwcbdm5PdB_
ihQtL4iVoh and for Scott Idle’s video of Merritt’s comments, see: 
https://www.facebook.com/scott.idle.37/videos/ 
10109020488809934/ 

Congratulations to 1986 MSU Music 
Education alumnus Andrew Esch, recently named 
Commander and Conductor of the U.S. Army 
Band, Washington D.C. “Pershing’s Own!” Esch 
was a french horn and mellophone player, and a 
member of the Spartan Marching Band and band 
service fraternity Kappa Kappa Psi. For more, see:  
http://www.usarmyband.com/command-staff/
colonel-andrew-j-esch.html

Beryl’s Beat winter 2017

Reeves, Jodi (’85 Mellophone) has worked on 
putting her body back together after it fell apart 
earlier this year. A few plates and screws and some 
bionic parts and she’s almost as good as new!

Rice, Bob (’72 Tuba) and wife, Marilyn (MSU 
class of ’78), enjoyed the annual MSU Bands 
Pentwater Homecoming on August 13.

Robinson, Anna (’09 Trumpet) just moved back to 
East Lansing and works for MSU! 

Sabella, Anthony (’12 Trumpet) works at ABC12 
in Flint and just got married in June!

Sauceda, Greg (’93–97 Tenor Drums) shares that 
this past spring ended an 11-year performance 
career with the Detroit Pistons Drumline. 

Sisco, Keith (’72–’77 Tuba) is principal musician 
of the 5th Michigan Regiment Band, and marched 
with Federal City Brass Band at Gettysburg!

Spicer, Sean (’05 Trombone) is the Lake Fenton 
Middle School band director.

Stevens, Roger (’78 Tenor Drums) retired after 38 
years of teaching instrumental music in Michigan 
and Illinois.

Szostek, Renee (’87 Clarinet) played clarinet in 
the Notre Dame Summer Band this past summer. 

Todd, Allman (’05 Trumpet) is the Big Rapids MS 
band director.

Tunks, Thomas (’67 Trombone) is part of an 
international teacher-to-teacher exchange, bringing 
Guatemalan teachers to live and work in Denton, 
TX; and from Texas to Guatemala each year.

Viraldo, Jake (’03 Trumpet) completed a PhD in 
human factors engineering and working for a 
U.S. DOD Engineering Lab in San Diego, CA.

Walters, Bob (’71 Trumpet) enjoys an active 
“retirement” with Strolling Spartans, teaches 
drivers training, and is a substitute teacher.

Weyersberg, Kurt (’81 Baritone) early-retired in 
2015, after 31 years in the insurance industry. 
Being a house husband is great, but don’t worry, 
Lynn is still enjoying her career and bringing 
home the bacon. Life is good.

Williamsen, Robert (’85 Tuba) and wife attended 
the Cotton Bowl with other bando friends to 
cheer on the Spartans. He and his son spent 10 
days touring Israel and Jordan with their church. 
They took a “bucket list” trip and did a four-week 
RV road trip out West to Glacier, Grand Teton, 
Yellowstone and Arches National Parks, and 
moved into their new home built on beautiful 
Lake Norman near Charlotte, NC. They’ve been 
blessed with an amazing year and can’t wait to see 
everyone at alumni band! Go Green! 

Photo by: MSU

Photo by: Kurt Stepnitz

Photo by: United States 
Army

http://www.music.msu.edu/news/msu-wind-symphony-selected-for-cbdna-event
http://www.music.msu.edu/news/msu-wind-symphony-selected-for-cbdna-event
https://youtu.be/jjAriLW0Bvo?list=PLdjDshim_vTsLwcbdm5PdB_ihQtL4iVoh
https://youtu.be/jjAriLW0Bvo?list=PLdjDshim_vTsLwcbdm5PdB_ihQtL4iVoh
https://www.facebook.com/scott.idle.37/videos/10109020488809934/
https://www.facebook.com/scott.idle.37/videos/10109020488809934/
http://www.usarmyband.com/command-staff/colonel-andrew-j-esch.html
http://www.usarmyband.com/command-staff/colonel-andrew-j-esch.html


“We’ve been doing this for 30 years.” A 3-minute video story was created by Alumni 
Band member and Strolling Spartan Bob Gould, and his fellow MSU School of 
Journalism faculty member Mike Castellucci. Chronicling the Strolling Spartans, it’s an 
inside view of a 30-year tradition. The Strollers are Spartan faithful, no matter the team 
record. (and check out that weather!) Take a look at:  https://youtu.be/Y2r2roO0Yxc

Interested in building (or refreshing!) your knowledge of MSU Bands history? Head 
over to the Spartan Marching Band website at: http://spartanband.net Click the drop 
down arrow next to the History tab at the top to read about the: early 1900s, Falcone 
Years 1927–1967, Bloomquist Years: 1970–1977, Catron Years: 1979–1987, Madden 
Years: 1989–Present.

Keep an eye on the “Michigan State 
University Alumni Band” Facebook page.  
Melissa Mackey and Tim Fox do a great job 
of mixing current events, informational 
items, calendar items, event and registration 
information, and interesting historical photos 
and stories. An example is their post of the 
MSU State News story: “Sparty Watch holds 
the line against U-M vandals for 60 years at 
MSU.” http://statenews.com/article/ 
2016/10/sparty-watch-holds-the-line”
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Strolling Spartan Video

SMB History Online

Like Us on Facebook

Then and Now 

Strutting out front! Drum Majors Eldon 
Rosegart (1989), Mary Hulliberger 
(2016), and Brian O’Connor (2016) 
put their best foot forward. 

Photos by MSU Alumni Band (top), and 
Lesa Nelson (center and bottom).

https://www.facebook.com/bobgould
https://youtu.be/Y2r2roO0Yxc
http://spartanband.net
http://statenews.com/article/2016/10/sparty-watch-holds-the-line
http://statenews.com/article/2016/10/sparty-watch-holds-the-line
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Since our Last Issue

Scenes from the 46th Annual MSU Alumni Band Fall Reunion: MSU vs. Wisconsin Sept. 24, 2016
To see more photos from the fall reunion, visit “Michigan State University Alumni Band” on Facebook. 

Follow Us Online! 
Stop by the MSU Alumni Band’s web site. You’ll find 
information about upcoming events, a digital copy of the 
newsletter, email addresses of members, and lots of pictures! 
www.msualumniband.com. Check out “Michigan State 
University Alumni Band” on Facebook.com!

Change of Home or Email Address
To keep you informed, please let us know when you move 
or have a change of email address by calling (517) 351-4582, 
mailing a note to MSU Alumni Band, c/o Tim Fox, 1850 
Snyder, East Lansing, MI 48823, or emailing us at:  
alumband@msu.edu.

AD Mark Hollis welcomes the MSU Alumni Band to campus.
Photo: Lesa Nelson

SMB & alumni baritones celebrate 40 yrs of “Faygo.”            
Photo: Lesa Nelson

1966 Rose Bowl members — 50 yrs! 
Photo: Lesa Nelson

On the field at halftime.
Photo: Linda Barry

2016 MSU Alumni Band Fall Reunion Data and Survey Information 
The 2016 fall reunion generated the highest 

numbers we’ve seen in the past eight years. 
Below are some of the statistics, with the eight-
year average in parentheses.

Total attendance – 364 (315)
Individuals marching – 343 (302)
Lunches ordered – 237  (189)

Over $2,300 was donated to fund the band 
jacket campaign, the John Whitwell and Ken 
Bloomquist scholarships, and two scholarships 
in honor of Leonard Falcone. Thank you!

The post-reunion survey was answered by 
48% of the attendees. The three most 
important items ranked (in order): social time, 
marching “The Series,” and marching halftime. 
Issues to address include parking, seating, and 
getting to/from the seats in the stands. Each is 
important and being worked on. Stay tuned 
— more information will be available as we 
approach the 2017 reunion.

Based on events from this past reunion, and 
your feedback, some changes will be instituted 

for the 2017 Fall Reunion registration process.  
This includes the elimination of on-site (game 
day) registration, and a limited late registration 
time frame. Utilizing this year’s participant 
numbers, the proposed changes affect only 5% 
of those who attended.

Please plan on taking advantage of early 
registration when it opens up in the summer! 
More information will be provided as we 
approach the 2017 reunion. We look forward 
to another terrific event!

http://www.msualumniband.com
https://www.facebook.com/msualumniband?fref=ts
https://www.facebook.com/msualumniband?fref=ts
mailto:alumband@msu.edu

