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a Message from the President
Pride is where you find it; and we can all 

take pride in our Alumni Band. 2016 
football and hockey were off years and your 
Alumni Band was asked for more to keep 
our Spartan spirit up. This we were able to 
do and we were thanked repeatedly by the 
folks in the MSU Dept. of Athletics. The 
spring reunion on April 30th was a 
wonderful success, the audience at Fairchild 

again at standing room only. Next up is the Pentwater “Homecoming Days” event on August 
12th, which has become a great way to get ready for the football season. It’s also a 50/50 
Alum and student function and a wonderful way to link up with today’s Spartan Marching 
Band members. Thanks to Special Events Coordinator Jack Nelson for all the work that goes 
into making this a successful event each year. 

Please join me in welcoming Madison Dugan, new assistant director of development/
alumni relations in the College of Music. She has hit the ground running and will be helping 
us with the freshman band jacket campaign. The tour band for the Athens trip is almost set; 
if you’ve never been on one of these trips; just do it! You’ll never regret it.

We welcome David Thornton as the new director of the SMB and associate director of 
bands. A wonderful talent with “in-house” experience, David will do a terrific job, as John 
Madden retires from MSU to begin the next chapter of his career. John has given us so 
much, and he is now one of us. We look forward to seeing him back often. Read more about 
John and David later in this issue. 

Planning for the 47th annual MSU Alumni Band Fall Reunion on September 30th is well 
underway; once again, we have a Big Ten game, which could help make it another banner 
year for attendance. Registration is now open, so make your plans to return to campus and 
be part of the excitement! Our football team will surprise many; let’s support their comeback. 
Spartan Pride — Spartan Tradition — Spartans Will. We hope to see you back on our 
beautiful campus soon!

Greg Pell, President, MSU Alumni Band Association

FOR THE LATEST NEWS 
AND INFORMATION, VISIT:

WWW.MSUALUMNIBAND.COM

2017 MSU ALUMNI BAND FALL REUNION

U P C O M I N G  E V E N T S

Saturday, September 30, 2017 vs. Iowa 
Game Time: TBA (schedule below assumes a noon kickoff) 

www.eventbrite.com/e/msu-alumni-band-fall-
reunion-2017-registration-36780719121
7:00–7:45 a.m. Check-in  
 (Band Hall in Dem Hall)

8:00 a.m. Rehearsal starts

9:00 a.m. Drill rehearsal 
 (SMB Turf Field at Munn,  
              NW corner of Chestnut & Shaw)

9:50 a.m. LUNCH

10:50 a.m. Run-through on Adams Field 
 (formerly Landon Field)

11:10 a.m. March to the stadium 
 (Uniform is Alumni Band T-Shirt)

11:20 a.m. Enter stadium with wristband  
 and turn in name tag (go to seats)

12:00 p.m. Kickoff: MSU vs. Iowa

Postgame: Form on field to play and march to Dem 
Field. After halt, break to cheer on SMB, then join 
SMB for postgame comments and sing Shadows. 
Public parking is available in the westmost lot at 
the corner of Kalamazoo and Harrison. For further 
parking & game day information visit:  
http://gameday.msu.edu/Parking.html

2017 MSU ALUMNI BAND GOLF OUTING
Friday, September 29, 2017
9:00 a.m. at Oak Lane Golf Course
Please see insert for details

ONLINE REGISTRATION BEGINS IN EARLY AUGUST!
The link to register is: www.eventbrite.com/e/msu-alumni-band-fall-reunion-2017-
registration-36780719121. Read through the instructions (scroll down to see all of them) 
and fill out the information thoroughly. You may pay your annual dues, register for the 
reunion, select a lunch option, and sign up to participate in the Homecoming Parade 
and the golf outing. It’s a secure site that accepts credit card information and speeds 
up the process for everyone. You still have the option to pay by check (as shown on the 
web site). Music will be posted online. If you have any questions, please contact us at 
alumband@msu.edu.

2018 MSU ALUMNI CONCERT BAND REUNION 
Sunday, April 29, 2018 
Homecoming Parade: October 20th, 2017 
Parade info is available on the Eventbrite Reunion 
registration site link above.

http://www.msualumniband.com
http://www.eventbrite.com/e/msu-alumni-band-fall-reunion-2017-registration-36780719121
http://www.eventbrite.com/e/msu-alumni-band-fall-reunion-2017-registration-36780719121
http://gameday.msu.edu/Parking.html
http://www.eventbrite.com/e/msu-alumni-band-fall-reunion-2017-registration-36780719121
http://www.eventbrite.com/e/msu-alumni-band-fall-reunion-2017-registration-36780719121
mailto:alumband@msu.edu
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David Thornton Named Director of the SMB
Congratulations to Dr. David Thornton on his appointment to associate 

director of bands and director of the Spartan Marching Band! 
In announcing the appointment, James Forger, dean of the College of 

Music, praised Thornton for the experience, energy and artistry he will bring 
to his new role. “We look forward to welcoming David in this important 
leadership position,” Forger said. “We are confident that he will execute 
this new role with great skill and imagination, while building on our 

distinguished marching tradition here at MSU.”
Thornton has been part of the band’s leadership team for the past five years. He came to 

MSU as a graduate student in 2012 and joined the faculty of the College of Music in 2015 
as assistant director of bands and assistant director of the SMB. As part of his duties, he will 
also conduct the Symphony Band and Spartan Brass. Thornton succeeds Professor John 
Madden, who has announced his retirement from the university, effective Aug. 16.

Director of Bands Kevin Sedatole has worked closely with Thornton, first as his 
conducting mentor and more recently as a colleague. “I’m very excited to welcome David 
as the new director of the Spartan Marching Band and conductor of the Symphony Band,” 
Sedatole said. “He has done exceptional work as the assistant director, and I know that he is 
ready to take over the helm of the SMB. I’m thrilled that one of the best young conductors 
in the country will now be joining me in leading our band program.”

A native of Springfield, VA., Thornton received master’s and doctoral degrees in wind 
conducting from MSU and holds bachelor’s degrees in music education and clarinet 
performance from Florida State University, where he held the position of head drum major 
of the FSU Marching Chiefs. Thornton began his teaching career leading middle school and 
high school band programs in Melbourne and Tallahassee, FL. 

From his very first SMB rehearsal in 2012, Thornton was impressed with the band’s 
culture of camaraderie and its performance excellence. “I have great respect and appreciation 
for the rich tradition and history of the Spartan Marching Band,” Thornton said. “I place 
tremendous value in the century-long heritage that has been established, and I am eager 
to continue that culture in collaboration with our outstanding students. I am excited to 
embrace my role as director within the SMB family of students, alumni, directors, and 
donors as we carry on the time-honored commitment to excellence.”

We want to wish Dr. Thornton all the best as he assumes his new position!

Photo by: MSU
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SMB 2nd Annual Pre-Season Pancake Breakfast 
Dear Spartan Marching Band families, alumni and fans,

Pre-season is right around the corner! Last year 
more than a dozen band parents coordinated a pancake 
breakfast for the band members during this week of 
intense rehearsals and preparation for football season. 
It was a huge hit, so we’re hosting it again. Chris Cakes of Michigan arrives before the sun 
comes up and cooks everything on site, flipping the pancakes high into the air for students 
to catch on their way through the line. Catch ‘em if you can — It certainly wakes them up!

Any families, friends, alumni or fans of the SMB interested in making a donation to help 
toward the $2,100 cost of this fun event, please send your contribution to breakfast 
coordinator band parent Heather Halls. You can also donate by going to paypal.me/
HeatherHalls. Any excess funds collected will be donated to the Alumni Band Freshman 
Marching Band Jacket Fund. Anyone who wants to volunteer that morning is welcome to 
help with setup and cleanup and enjoy the fun! GO GREEN!

mailto:alumband@msu.edu
http://www.msualumniband.com
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Beryl’s Beat summer 2017

Alderman, Pete (’99 Snare Drum) teaches math at 
Michigan Center High School.

Barry, Linda (’74 Flute) All the same stuff!

Beem, Herbert (’55 Alto Sax) is a retired band 
director from East Lansing Schools. 

Billig, T. Patrick (’79 Baritone) traveled to Austria 
for the IGEB convention, and Hawaii with the 
Windina Concert Band after Christmas 2016.

Bradley, Sarah (’01 Color Guard) became a 
faculty member at Grand Valley State University 
in the therapeutic recreation department.

Carl, Carrie (’94 Mellophone) is in her 23rd year 
of teaching middle school science. 

Clark, Jeff (’01 Trumpet) directs broadcast coverage 
for Drum Corps Int’l. He’s in his 15th year.

Dale, Les (’70 Bass Drum) continues to travel the 
USA doing food safety audits and consulting. 
His wife Judy goes with him about 40% of the 
time. Seeing lots, meeting lots of really nice 
people. Thoroughly enjoying it (most of the time).

Edgerton, Cody (’15 Snare Drum) is a band director 
at Elk Rapids Schools, 6–12 instrumental music.

Fauth, Gregory (’69 Trumpet) practices periodon-
tistry, is executive director of the Midwest Society 
of Periodontology, and sec./treas. of the American 
Academy of Periodontology Foundation.

Fekete Thompson, Karan (’82 Alto Sax) is happy to 
march with her senior “bone” son in the “kids 
band” and looks forward to marching with him 
in the alumni band next year!

Fuller, John (’51 Clarinet) celebrated his 64th 
wedding anniversary, and plays golf once a week.

Garvin, Melford (’66 Trumpet) retired from 45 yrs 
of practicing dentistry. He began in 1966. 

Gould, Bob (’90 Trumpet) and Susan (‘91 Alto) are 
proud to announce their daughter Ilene was a 
freshman mellophone in the SMB this past fall!

Greenwood, Jake (’09 Tenor Drums) is band 
director at Leslie High School and founding 
member of a regional touring rock band, 
“Vandalay.”

Haines, William (’64 Trumpet) still helps as an 
on-call instructor in the Department of Food 
Science and Human Nutrition.

Halls, Heather (’88 Alto Sax) is executive director 
of the Waterford Coalition for Youth, volunteer 

coordinator for Faith in Action of Oakland 
County, and secretary on the Waterford Board of 
Education. Married to Brad Halls (’81–’86 
Snare) with two children, both music education 
majors and in the SMB — son, snare (sophomore) 
and daughter, alto sax (junior).

Hunter, George (’94 Trumpet) referees for Roller 
Derby, his wife plays…they stay busy practicing 
multiple times a week. He travels with the league 
to places he would have never been.

Kelly, Jack (’86 Big Tens) had one son graduate 
from MSU (Chem Eng) and the other start last 
fall — a freshman snare in SMB! #4morepooryrs

Koehn, Norman (’68 Clarinet) Thanks … thanks 
… thanks … memories.

Kressler, Dave (’70 Trumpet) traveled through 
Europe and planned for Thailand in February.

Levandowski, Paul (’91 Tuba) works at Logan’s 
Roadhouse as a host trainer and joined the 
Scottville Clown Band this year. 

Libiran, Vincent (’08 Tenor Drums) watched his 
cousin Matthew Libiran march his first year in 
the SMB!

Ligon-Dickens, Bonnie (’81 Trombone) has fun as 
an empty nester! Lily is a sophomore at Hope 
College, Madeline is a senior at Michigan (I 
know!)Elizabeth is in her third year at USC Law 
School, and Margaret works in computer science 
in Boston.

Lovoll, Rhonda (’84 Trumpet) and her husband 
live in the area. She works as a critical care nurse 
at Sparrow Hospital. Son Jordan, is a sophomore 
at MSU. Daughter Molly, is also a student. 

Markwick, Jack (’70 Trumpet) cares for three of 
five grandkids two days a week. Race Flying Scot 
sailboat at Delavan Lake Yacht Club, Delavan 
Lake WI.

McAndrews, Parker (’16 Cymbals) works at 
Quicken Loans.

McDaniel, Arlene (’84 Alto Sax) is in her 4th year 
as adjunct faculty at Hillsdale College, teaches 
private jazz piano (including the MSU Commu-
nity Music School since 2008), performs with 
the faculty jazz ensemble “The Hillcats,” 
continues to be an active performer (jazz piano) 
in the Lansing area, and plays alto sax with the 
Strolling Spartans — 33 years and counting!

Navarro, Gus (’14 Snare Drum) attends graduate 
school at Wayne State in Detroit. 

O’Connor, Brian (’91 Drum Major) now serves as 
vice president of public relations for Princess 
Cruises (aka The Love Boat cruise line).

Ohl-Shaw, Nicole (’94 Trombone) finished her 
20th year teaching! Two of her three beautiful, 
wonderful children, are musicians (and says the 
third will be!). She still bleeds green and white!

Outman, Richard (Trumpet) skied all winter with 
the national ski patrol and played in the 
Scottville Clown Band, Ionia County Band & 
Greenville Danish Band.

Pastula, David (’16 Mellophone) is student teaching 
in Owosso, MI.

Perry, Dennis (’70 Trombone) traveled via 
motorhome to: Mt. Rushmore, Yellowstone, the 
Grand Canyon, and Hoover Dam. This year 
they went to the Outer Banks of North Carolina.

Reaume, Jeanine (’80 Alto Sax) is developing a 
middle school choir program at Lakeview 
Schools in St. Clair Shores, MI.

Reynolds, Nick (’16 Big Tens) started a job at 
Jackson National Life.

Richardson, Daniel (’83 Trumpet) shares he is 
living the dream.

Rostar, Rebecca (’06 Color Guard) welcomed 
baby girl Olivia Grace!

Sachs, William (’67 Alto Sax) and Ann took a 
15-day Viking River Cruise from Budapest to 
Amsterdam in June 2016. Their oldest grand-
daughter Kendra is a music major (clarinet) at 
Bowling Green State University. Her private 
teacher, Kevin Schempf, is the son of Col. 
William Schempf, who was my commanding 
officer and band director in the U.S. Military 
Academy at West Point in the early 1970s. Small 
world isn’t it. 

Sherrill, Carolyn (’81 Clarinet) retired as 
conductor of the Meridian Community Band 
in Okemos after directing for 26 years. She still 
teaches at St. Gerard School in Lansing. In her 
new free time she plans to start practicing her 
clarinet regularly and enjoys making music with 
friends.

Sobell, Jeffrey S (’93 Trumpet) rode his bike for the 
first time in the WAM (Wish-A-Mile) ride. 300 
miles in three days!

 
(continued on page 5)

TO VIEW UPCOMING MSU BANDS CONCERTS VISIT:  
http://music.msu.edu/event-listing/by-category/tag/bands

SELECTED CONCERTS (LIVE & ARCHIVED) AT: 
 http://new.livestream.com/musicmsu

http://music.msu.edu/event-listing/by-category/tag/bands
http://new.livestream.com/musicmsu
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Congratulations to John Madden, who, after 30 years of 
collegiate teaching, and 28 years as Director of the MSU 
Spartan Marching Band, has announced his retirement from 
MSU effective August 16, 2017. Only Leonard Falcone has led 
the SMB longer. During his tenure, Madden led the band in a 
Rose Bowl and two Cotton Bowl Classic games, as well as 15 
other football bowl games and countless other events, 
including the NCAA Tournament National Championship 
games in 2000 and 2009. 

As Professor of Music, John T. Madden served the MSU 
College of Music as Associate Director of Bands and as conductor of the MSU Symphony 
Band. Additionally, he taught advanced instrumental conducting at both the 
undergraduate and graduate levels. Having served on the MSU faculty since the fall of 
1989, Madden received the Dortha E. and John D. Withrow Award for Excellence in 
Teaching from the MSU College of Music in 2014. He was inducted into the prestigious 
American Bandmasters Association in March of 2008.

Prior to coming to MSU, Madden served as associate director of bands at Rutgers. He 
received his master of music education and master’s of wind conducting degrees from 
Wichita State, where he served as graduate teaching assistant to the university bands. 
Madden is a 1985 graduate of the MSU College of Music, where he received his bachelor 
of music education degree. He is active nationally as a guest conductor and clinician, and 
has conducted MSU ensembles at state, regional, and national conferences and symposiums. 
He has presented clinics at the Midwest Clinic, College Band Directors National 
Association Athletic Bands Symposium as well as the Michigan Music Conference. 

John’s contributions have transcended the marching field and concert hall. Fifteen years 
ago, under his leadership, the Spartan Marching Band paired with Sparrow Hospital to 
present the annual Concert for Kids, which has now raised $1,000,000 for the Sparrow 
Children’s Center. 

Professor Madden’s many years of support and dedication to thousands of students, and 
his significant contributions to Michigan State University and the wind band community 
will continue to be appreciated in the years ahead. Likewise, his expert musicianship, 
strong leadership, and showmanship skills have given hundreds of thousands of fans and 
concertgoers excitement, entertainment, and precious musical moments. 

The torch is now passed to John’s able colleague, former Assistant Director of Bands 
David Thornton. The Alumni Band expresses our sincere thanks to John for his almost 
three decades of contributions and generous assistance to the MSU Alumni Band. His 
efforts have helped provide our members with special memories, and a meaningful 
association with MSU and the MSU Bands. We wish John all the best in this next chapter!       

John Madden Announces Retirement from MSUANCHORS AWAY! 
MSU ALUMNI BAND 2018 
MEDITERRANEAN TOUR

IN THE REARVIEW  
MIRROR

The MSU Alumni 
Tour Band will 
head to the 
Mediterranean 
in June 2018, 

organized by tour managers Stacie 
Detgen and Jack Nelson. The trip 
includes three days in Athens followed 
by a cruise to Barcelona, Spain. 
Port stops include Santorini, Greece; 
Kotor, Montenegro; Messina, Italy; 
and Naples, Italy, with an optional 
three-day visit to Barcelona, Spain. 
Musicians, family, and friends all travel 
together. Promises to be a fantastic trip!

	More tour information details are 
available at: http://spartanband.net/
alumni/?p=1182

Fall, 1952: New uniforms have arrived! MSU 
Director of Bands Leonard Falcone inspects Dale 
Bartlett’s, as Bob Fink looks on. Dr. Bartlett would 
have a distinguished career as a professor in 
MSU’s Music department. Now retired, Dale has 
served the alumni band board for many years, 
currently as emeritus advisor. Photo credit: MSU.

May 1964: Enjoying a free moment at the 1964 
New York World’s Fair. L to R are MSU Band 
representatives band member Monte Sheedlo, 
Assistant Director Bill Moffitt, band member 
Thad Hegerberg, and Director Leonard Falcone. 
Flushing Meadows Park, Queens, NY. Photo 
credit: Beryl Falcone.

Looking for Someone?
In order to protect the privacy of its members and help to prevent spam and identity 

theft, the MSU Alumni Band will no longer list member emails on its website. If you 
are hoping to connect with someone from your days in the MSU Bands, send us a 
message at alumband @msu.edu. If we have contact information for the individual you 
are seeking we will contact that person and ask him/her to contact you. We will not 
give out information without permission. To make it easier for us to find the person, 
please include information such as full name (including maiden name), instrument, and 
approximate years in the band. 

Photo by: Lesa Nelson

http://spartanband.net/alumni/?p=1182
http://spartanband.net/alumni/?p=1182


Scholarship Recipients Honored

Through your generous donations, the MSU Alumni Band presents scholarships 
annually to two outstanding MSU music majors. Honored at the spring concert band 
reunion on April 30 were Kenneth G. Bloomquist Scholarship recipient Melissa Main 
(left) and John L. Whitwell Scholarship recipient Tyler Austin (right). Pictured with 
the recipients are Director of Bands Kevin Sedatole, Alumni Band President Greg Pell, 
and Alumni Band Treasurer Abby Zarimba. 
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Alumni Band Freshman Band Jacket Fund The Alumni Band gets Social 

You can find us on Twitter, Instagram, 
Snapchat, and Facebook page. Follow us for the 
latest news and information on alumni band 
happenings and events, as well as live coverage 
of performances at the reunions, Pentwater, 
holiday bands, and more!

	Twitter: twitter.com/msualumniband

	Instagram: instagram.com/msualumniband

	Snapchat: https://www.snapchat.com/add/
msualumniband

	Facebook: facebook.com/msualumniband

For the past three years, the Alumni Band Freshman Band Jacket Fund has been 
successful due to the generosity of our many alumni. Madison Dugan, new assistant 
director of development/alumni relations in the College of Music and MSU Alumni 
Band President Greg Pell report that your gifts provided the green jacket for all first-year 
members of the Spartan Marching Band in the fall of 2016. Eighty-four of the $150+ 
jackets brought the total gift to over $12,000. We hope to continue to demonstrate our 
appreciation for this generation’s dedication to upholding the long-standing traditions 
of the SMB. 

Donald R. Gillette, SMB president 1955–56 sent his support of the Alumni Band 
Freshman Band Jacket Fund. In honoring Ed Spink, SMB president 1954–55, the 
originator of the MSU band jacket, Don wrote: “I know that members value their jackets 
as much as we did back in 1954. When I am on campus, nothing makes me prouder than to 
pass a student wearing a Spartan Marching Band jacket.”

This six-decade tradition is one of our treasured legacies. Please consider a gift to the 
jacket fund to recognize the importance we place on what these students do for the 
MSU community and the Spartan Marching Band. 

		To donate: Google “giving to MSU.” Once at the site, click “give now” and enter 
“Alumni Band Freshman Band Jacket Fund,” or donate on your reunion 
registration form. This fall, a young Spartan Marching Band member will wear 
that green jacket proudly on campus, just as you did in years past. 

Stehouwer, Christy (’96 Big Tens) is now an MSU 
academic advisor. She’s so excited to give back!

Stukey, Howard (’68 Trumpet) is conductor of the 
Tecumseh Pops Orchestra, Tecumseh, MI, and a 
member of the Adrian Chamber Brass for 43 yrs.

Thoma, August (’75 Alto Sax) is associate conductor of 
the Sanibel (FL) Big Arts Concert Band, and tour 
director for Brightspark Travel, a student travel 
company. He did a bike & barge tour of Belgium 
and Holland this summer with wife Maureen!

Trezise, Chris (’85 Big Tens) and Doug (’84 Trombone) 
have been married for 29 years and live in the Chicago 
suburbs. Their daughter Hannah, is in her third year 
in the SMB (mello) and son Mitchell, is in his second 
year in Western Michigan’s marching band (trombone).

VanSchagen, John (’83 Trombone) is director of 
medical education, Mercy Health Saint Mary’s in 
Grand Rapids, MI, and senior vice chair, MSU Dept. 
of Family Medicine.

Walsh, Brian (’86 Baritone) excitedly reports 30 years 
of marriage to his lovely bride Shelly! Daughter 
Brianne is married & completing a PhD in political 
science. Son Jake is doing well with Farm Bureau 
Insurance. Life is good!

Westmoreland, Randy (’87 Tuba) is married with 
children. He is a musician and an educator at 
Hillsdale and Alma Colleges.

White, Bill (’75 Snare Drum) is workin’ for a living.

Woloson, Susana (’85 Trombone) plays and sings in 
several local swing bands, and started a jazz quintet 
with her fiancée.  

Beryl’s Beat summer 2017 (cont’d)

http://twitter.com/msualumniband
http://instagram.com/msualumniband
https://www.snapchat.com/add/msualumniband
https://www.snapchat.com/add/msualumniband
http://facebook.com/msualumniband
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Since our Last Issue

Scenes from the 2017 MSU Alumni Concert Band Reunion
To see more photos from the spring reunion, visit “Michigan State University Alumni Band” on Facebook.  

Follow Us Online! 
Stop by the MSU Alumni Band’s web site. You’ll find 
information about upcoming events, a digital copy of the 
newsletter, email addresses of members, and lots of pictures! 
www.msualumniband.com. Check out “Michigan State 
University Alumni Band” on Facebook.com!

Change of Home or Email Address
To keep you informed, please let us know when you move 
or have a change of email address by calling (517) 351-4582, 
mailing a note to MSU Alumni Band, c/o Tim Fox, 1850 
Snyder, East Lansing, MI 48823, or emailing us at:  
alumband@msu.edu.

http://www.msualumniband.com
https://www.facebook.com/msualumniband?fref=ts
https://www.facebook.com/msualumniband?fref=ts
mailto:alumband@msu.edu

