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Winter 2015

a Message from the President

What a great Fall Reunion! A band of over 300 returned to campus on September 27th 
for Homecoming and the 2014 Fall Reunion. Under blue skies, we performed music from 
past Rose Bowl halftimes including “California Here I Come/Sing, Sing, Sing,” 
“Fascinating Rhythm/Slaughter on 10th Avenue,” and “Everything’s Coming up Roses.”

We also celebrated the completion of the plaque commemorating the life and career of 
Dr. Leonard Falcone with funds donated by our thankful and loyal alumni. Dr. Falcone’s 
wife Beryl and daughter CeCe were in attendance for the memorable and emotional 
ceremony. 

Thank you to all of you who participated in the many holiday pep bands for hockey and 
basketball. This is a great service to MSU and the MSU Bands.

Our next event will be on Sunday, April 19th with the Spring Concert Band reunion. 
We will be making music together in the beautifully renovated Fairchild Theatre, 

formally unveiling the Falcone plaque, have time for a nice luncheon together, and 
including an opportunity for those considering the 2016 MSU Tour band to meet. 
Consider joining us for a day of music making, memories and camaraderie.

Thank you for your continued financial support for the Band Jacket Fund, Ken 
Bloomquist Scholarship, and John Whitwell Scholarship. We hope you will continue to 
support these funds. Go Green!

Stacie Detgen, President, MSU Alumni Band Association

Beryl, Cece, and Lisa Falcone are honored at the Leonard Falcone memorial plaque 
presentation, at the 2014 Fall Reunion. Photo by: Lesa Nelson

ALUMNI BAND UPCOMING EVENTS 
Pentwater Days: August 15th, 2015
Combined SMB/Alumni Band event 
See page 4 for details

Homecoming Parade: October 2nd, 2015 
6:00 PM: See page 4 for details

U P C O M I N G  E V E N T S

FOR THE LATEST NEWS 
AND INFORMATION, VISIT:

WWW.MSUALUMNIBAND.COM

2015 MSU ALUMNI CONCERT BAND REUNION
April 19, 2015 
Location: Newly renovated Fairchild Theatre,  
              MSU Campus 
Register At:  
https://spring2015concertreunion.eventbrite.com/

Reunion Schedule:  
8:00 a.m. Registration & hospitality

8:30 a.m. Rehearsal 
Find a seat at the part you feel comfortable performing. 
Music will be emailed to registrants in advance.

12:00 p.m. Lunch, on your own 
 Optional Event: 
 Brunch Buffet at the Kellogg Center 
 See below for details

2:30 p.m. Arrive for concert 
Arrive backstage and take your seat on stage.

3:00 p.m. Concert 
“Dress-up” clothes requested.

Optional Event: Brunch Buffet at Kellogg Center 
Time: 12 p.m.–2 p.m. • Price: $14.95/person 
Please register for the event at the Eventbrite site. 
Pay for your brunch directly to the Kellogg Center 
when you arrive.

2015 MSU ALUMNI BAND FALL REUNION
September 19, 2015 • MSU vs. Air Force 
Golf Outing: September 18, 2015
Keep checking msualumniband.com and the 
next issue of the Encore for more information.

http://www.msualumniband.com
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Victory for MSU!
On January 1, 2015, the Spartan Marching Band wrapped up a memorable and 

exhilarating season as MSU emerged victorious 42–41 in an exciting Cotton Bowl game 
against the Baylor Bears. This was a fitting “finale” to a season that began back in August 
with SMB leaders arriving on campus. Throughout the game of ups and downs, the 
Michigan State fans exploded with enthusiasm over their team’s dramatic comeback. The 
SMB was instrumental in helping feed that energy! With three full rehearsals, a terrific pep 
rally, and a terrific and well-received pregame and halftime show, the SMB had a fantastic 
New Year in Dallas. The band members represented MSU with class, devotion, and 
professionalism. They had a great time, whether performing, exploring Dallas, bowling, or 
getting their barbecue on.  

The terrific students and staff who make up the SMB are very appreciative of the 
generosity and support of so many alumni and fans. From the first practices in August 
through the Cotton Bowl, the student experience and the quality of their performances 
continue to echo all those cheers of support!

MSU Bands = Outstanding!

The members of the four MSU concert bands benefit from the superb leadership of 
Director of Bands Kevin Sedatole, Associate Director John Madden, and Associate Director 
Cormac Cannon. Here are just a few of the guest appearances and exceptional performances 
from this academic year:

In September, The Wind Symphony, under the direction of Dr. Sedatole, welcomed 
Julliard faculty member and New York composer Robert Beaser. This world-class residency at 
MSU was punctuated by the Wind Symphony’s premiere of Beaser’s monumental new song 
cycle for two voices and winds, “The End of Knowing,” featuring prominent vocalists 
Benjamin Park of the United States Air Force Band and soprano Lindsay Kesselman – 
Michigan State alumna. 

In October, the Wind Symphony welcomed trumpeter Michael Sachs of the Cleveland 
Orchestra in a performance of Pulitzer Prize recipient Aaron Jay Kernis’ trumpet concerto 
entitled “a Voice, a Messenger.” 

In November, The Symphony Band, under the direction of John T. Madden, featured two 
of MSU’s artist faculty, Professor of Piano Deborah Moriarty, and Associate Professor of 
Clarinet Guy Yehuda. The concert featured works by American composers Morton Gould 
and George Gershwin.

In December, The Spartan Youth Wind Symphony (SYWS), under the direction of Dr. 
Cannon, performed Pulitzer Prize-winner Norman Dello Joio’s magnificent “Scenes from the 
Louvre.” The high school honors wind ensemble is housed by the MSU College of Music.

In February, The Wind Symphony was joined by Associate Professor of Trombone Ava 
Ordman for a performance of Michael Daugherty’s thrilling “Rosa Parks Boulevard.” The 
final selection on this concert was Michael Colgrass’ epic “Urban Requiem” featuring 
saxophonists College of Music Dean James Forger and Professor of Saxophone Joseph 
Lulloff, as well as students Jordan Lulloff and Eric Troiano.

If you can catch a concert live at the Wharton Center, you’re in for a treat! 

MSU Wind Symphony. Photo credit: Jim Barry

mailto:alumband@msu.edu
http://www.msualumniband.com
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Beryl’s Beat winter 2015

Ahlers, Sandi (Slesinski) (’84, Alto Sax) retired 
after 28 FUN years as band director at Houghton 
Lake Schools.

Alderman, Pete (’99, Snare Drum) teaches math/
science at Michigan Center High School. He 
also works with the drum lines at Michigan 
Center and Western High School in Parma. 
Daughter, Lily, is in 5th grade and son, Adam,  
is in 3rd.

Alexander, Amy (’03 Mellophone) works as a vet in 
the Seattle area, and plays in the Renton City 
Concert Band. While this trip won’t be her son 
Nathan’s first visit to a Big Ten school, she’s 
excited that it will be his first visit to the BEST 
Big Ten school! :)

Brown, William (’92, Baritone BC) and wife have 
a son who recently turned two!

Carl, Carrie (’94 Mellophone) has taught 20 years 
at Hastings Middle School in science. Her family 
includes husband Bob, daughter Kaylie (8), and 
son Ben (5).

Craig, John (’71, Snare Drum) shares that 
youngest son Jordan Craig got married and 
moved to Kansas University in the Biomedical 
Engineering/Physical Therapy field.

Draeger, Tim (’86, Tuba) and Rachel (Color Guard) 
now have three daughters in high school, so Tim 
now regularly cleans and sights his shotgun...just 
in case. But, since they are all very busy with a 
marching band run by Ryan Gonder (trombone), 
he really hasn’t found much of a need to display 
the cold hard steel to witless boyfriends yet.

Fisk, Al (’78, ’85, Trombone) happily retired after 
teaching choir for 34 years in Hazel Park. He is 
active as a music judge in the Barbershop 
Harmony Society. Losing weight, giving back, 
and praising God!

Glovac, Barbara (’80, Alto Sax) and husband, Jim, 
retired from teaching this year, however, are still 
going strong! Daughter Kristin (’09 ) lives in 
Colorado. It was bittersweet watching daughter, 
Katie’s 5th and final year in the SMB. It has been 
a glorious ride following the band everywhere, 
especially to the Rose Bowl!! We had 3 genera-
tions of MSU grads cheering on the Spartans in 
Pasadena!!

Gulick, Matt (’89, Trombone) recently received his 
Bachelor’s of Science degree in nursing and 

became the Trauma Program Manager at 
MidMichigan Medical Center-Gratiot as they 
pursue verification as a Level III Trauma Center.

Haines, William (’64, ’72, Trumpet) was called out 
of retirement to help in the department he worked 
in at MSU as an on-call member of the faculty.

Hutting, Lori (’92, Alto Sax) teaches 4th grade in 
DeWitt, MI. Sons are 9 & 11. The oldest is in 
band this year and learning to play the trumpet. 
(They wouldn’t let him start on saxophone, 
despite his mom’s background. Grrr.)

Karnes, John (’01, Alto sax & Big 10) married 
Marie Wesolek (Mellophone) in 2012. He spent 
the last 14 years as a mad scientist at an 
engineering firm, and dabbles in roller derby 
refereeing.

Knight, Andrew (’73, Trombone) retired from 
teaching computer applications in 2012. He 
now play bass trombone, keyboard, and bass 
guitar on a regular basis. He also likes to ride his 
bicycle on the Kalamazoo and Kal-Haven trails.

Markwick, Jack (’70, Trumpet) enjoys being 
“many” to two of four grandkids two days a 
week and racing our Flying Scot sailboat.

O’Connor, Brian (’91, Drum Major) has been 
named Chairman of the Trade Relations 
Committee for the Cruise Lines International 
Association (CLIA). In this role he leads a 
committee of his peers who also serve as sales 
and marketing executives representing 26 
member cruise lines. He was appointed Vice 
President North America Sales for Princess 
Cruises and Cunard Line in 2012.

Penhollow, Erik (’88, Trumpet) shares that daughter 
(Elise) is starting her freshman year at MSU this 
fall, majoring in hospitality management.

Prose, Suzanne (’84, Big Tens) is a retired U.S. 
Navy Commander living in Grapevine, TX 
enjoying the vineyards.

Richardson, Daniel (’83, Trumpet) lives in Okemos 
with his wife and 13 year old twins! Living so 
close to MSU has been great these past few years! 
Go Green!

Serven, Daniel (’68, Snare Drum) retired in 2011.

Sobell, Jeff (’93, Trumpet) moved to downtown 
Kalamazoo and the girls are now 17 and 13. My 
how time flies!

Stevens, Julie (’84, Tenor Sax) is in her 12th year 
of family practice and 10th year as Woodland 
Hospice Medical Director in Mount Pleasant, MI.

Stimson, Jeff (’99, Trumpet) and family moved to 
their new house in Howell just after Thanksgiving.

Thompson, Karan (’82, Alto Sax) is now the proud 
parent of a Spartan Bone, and got to watch her 
freshman son Ben in the front row of Bones in 
the march to the stadium and out of the tunnel 
for pregame all last year. Karan’s still plays her 
sax regularly with the Pittsford Fire Department 
Band in Rochester, New York.

Walsh, Brian (’86 Baritone TC) celebrated 25 
years with MDOT & Shelly has 30 years as a 
barber-stylist. Our Spartan alum daughter is 
engaged & getting her PhD at UW-Madison. 
Our son is now with an Independent Farm 
Bureau Agency.

Woloson, Susana (’85, Trombone) sits in with 
local swing bands; and now is the vocalist as well.

TO VIEW UPCOMING MSU BANDS CONCERTS VISIT:  
http://music.msu.edu/event-listing/by-category/tag/bands

SELECTED CONCERTS ARE STREAMED LIVE AT: 
 http://new.livestream.com/musicmsu

Photo credit: Lesa Nelson.
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The MSU Alumni Brass set a record this season by playing at 14 events from  
November through January. Six men’s basketball games, 3 women’s basketball games,  
4 hockey games including two in Detroit for the Great Lakes Invitational tournament, 
plus the Izzone Reunion made for an active, fun, and exciting season. 177 individuals 
played in the bands. The total number of players for the 14 bands was a record 676.  
If you want to have a great time and also sit in some of the best seats for athletic events 
consider playing with our Alumni Brass next year!

 To add your name to the player list, message Jack Nelson at jacknelson55@yahoo.com 
with your name, instrument, email address, phone number.

Approximately 70 band members enjoyed playing for over 10,000 enthusiastic and 
appreciative people lining the parade route of the 2014 Homecoming Parade. If you have 
not participated in a parade as an alum, consider playing at the 2015 parade on Friday, 
October 2nd. This is a great opportunity to support MSU and have a great time! 
Registration for the parade will be available with the fall reunion registration on 
Eventbrite.

Alumni Brass Breaks Record  
in 2014–15 Season

Homecoming Parade

YOU IN? AN INVITATION 
TO PARTICIPATE AT THE 
2015 PENTWATER EVENT

For the fifth consecutive year, a 
combined SMB/Alumni Band will perform 
as part of the Pentwater Homecoming 
Days events. This one-day trip, on August 
15th, could see the band perform in four 
events: the home of Spartan “Superfans” 
Duane and Judy Vernon overlooking 
Lake Michigan, twice at a downtown 
Pentwater MSU preseason tailgate party 
and pep rally, and in the Homecoming 
Days grand parade. 

Round trip motor coach transportation 
from MSU to Pentwater and two meals 
are provided to band members. The 
60-member band performs for thousands 
of people including MSU dignitaries.

Appearing at the event over the past  
two years were Sparty, the cheerleaders, 
dance team, Homecoming Court, 
George Perles and Henry Bullough, 
Alumni Association Executive Director 
Scott Westerman, Tom Anastos, Tom 
Izzo, and the MSU Volleyball team with 
Coach Kathy George. 

Consider playing at this great event! 
Information will be emailed in early 
summer to all alumni band members.

 Watch the 2014 Pentwater photo/video/
audio show created by Linda Barry. The 
five minute video is at: https://www.
youtube.com/watch?v=JjvONPqu0x0

Pentwater Homecoming Days 2014.  
Photo credit: Sheri Manett.

Homecoming Parade 2014. Photo credit: Lesa Nelson.

Alumni Brass 2014. Photo credit: Nancy Nelson.

mailto:jacknelson55@yahoo.com
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JjvONPqu0x0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JjvONPqu0x0


MSU Alumni Concert Band Reunion

Dust off your instruments and join us the for the MSU Alumni 
Band Spring Reunion on Sunday, April 19th at Fairchild Theatre.  
Conductors will be Dave Catron, Ken Bloomquist, John Madden,  
and Kevin Sedatole.  

You can also sign up for the wonderful Sunday buffet at the State 
Room at the Kellogg Center. We will be having an informational 
meeting for the 2016 MSU Alumni Tour Band itinerary at the end of 
lunch. Plans include the official unveiling ceremony for the Falcone 
plaque during this day.

We will be sharing the concert with Arris Golden, a DMA student 
who will be conducting the first half of the concert. The Alumni Band 
will be performing on the second half of the program.

We hope to see you there for this great opportunity to renew 
friendships and perform. Start practicing!
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Spring Reunion 2014. Photo credit: Stacie Detgen.

PLEASE NOTE 
The MSU Alumni Band Updates are sent out using the email 
address alumband@msu.edu. To be sure you receive the 
updates make sure that your email system recognizes that 
address.

2016 MSU Alumni Tour Band
The next MSU Alumni Band tour will be a cruise in the 

Mediterranean and Adriatic in the summer of 2016 with Princess 
Cruise Lines. The exact date and prices will be available in April 2015.  

Proposed ports of call will be Barcelona, Marseille, Florence/Pisa, 
Rome, Kotor, and Athens. We will have an informational meeting on 
Sunday, April 19 during the lunch break of the Spring Concert Band 
Reunion.

We invite all MSU Alumni, friends, and family to join us. Ken 
Bloomquist will be leading the band again. Let’s spread the joy of MSU 
music making across the sea. 

 If you plan to have the brunch at the Kellogg Center and are not 
participating in the concert, please register on Eventbrite so we can 
give the Kellogg Center staff an accurate reservation.

Scenes from the 2014 Season

Photo credit: Lesa Nelson.

Photo credit: Lesa Nelson.

Photo credit: Jim Barry.
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Follow Us Online! 
Stop by the MSU Alumni Band’s web site. You’ll find 
information about upcoming events, a digital copy of the 
newsletter, email addresses of members, and lots of pictures! 
www.msualumniband.com. Check out “Michigan State 
University Alumni Band” on Facebook.com!

Change of Home or Email Address
To keep you informed, please let us know when you move 
or have a change of email address by calling (517) 351-4582, 
mailing a note to MSU Alumni Band, c/o Tim Fox, 1850 
Snyder, East Lansing, MI 48823, or emailing us at:  
alumband@msu.edu.

Since our Last Issue

44th Annual MSU Alumni Band Fall Reunion Recap
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2014 Alumni Band Golf Outing
40 golfers enjoyed the 16th Annual MSU Alumni Band Golf Outing held on 

September 26, 2014 at Oak Lane Golf Course in Webberville. Winning Foursome: 
1st place — Dave Kressler, Jeff Kressler, Pete Kressler, Erik Nielsen. Longest drive: 
Don Dike. Closest to pin No 2: Lee Stephensky. Closest to pin No 14: Don Dike.

Over 300 members returned to campus under blue skies to 
attend the 44th annual MSU Alumni Band Fall Reunion. We 
renewed friendships, met those from different eras, rehearsed under 
our former and current directors, and enjoyed the fun and thrill of 
performing together. We marched The Series once again, enjoyed 
listening to and watching the terrific 2014 version of the Spartan 
Marching Band, and we performed our “Rose Bowls” halftime 
show to the delight of the Spartan Stadium crowd. MSU Bands 
alum Jeff Kressler specially arranged our “Rose Bowls” music. 
Our new “uniform” — Spartan helmet logo shirts — presented a 
distinct and cohesive look as the band entertained thousands!

As always, distinguished guests at the morning rehearsal made 
the day all the more special: President Lou Anna K. Simon, 
Distinguished Professor Roy Simon, Coach Tom Izzo, Director of 
Athletics Mark Hollis, MSU Alumni Association Executive 

Director Scott Westerman, and Leonard Falcone’s wife Beryl 
Falcone. We are so fortunate to have the enthusiastic support of 
these and other Spartans!

The presentation of facsimile plaques to celebrate the completion 
of the Alumni Band’s Leonard Falcone memorial project was a high 
point of the morning. Dr. Falcone’s wife Beryl and daughter CeCe 
were in attendance for the memorable and emotional ceremony. 

After social time and morning rehearsal in Dem Hall, we took 
our first-ever steps on the beautiful new marching band practice 
facility, officially named the Forest Akers Trust Practice Complex 
and the Ed and Wanda Eichler Family Teaching Tower and Gallery

We are indebted to our MSU Bands directors, Kevin Sedatole, 
John Madden and Cormac Cannon for being such terrific hosts, 
and to Ken Bloomquist and Dave Catron, who helped us recall 
great memories. Here’s to the 45th reunion on September 19, 2015!

Photo credits: Lesa Nelson.
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