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Summer 2015

a Message from the President

On Sunday, April 19th, 65 MSU alumni gathered at Fairchild Theatre on campus to 
participate in the annual MSU Alumni Concert Band Reunion. Dave Catron, Kevin 
Sedatole, John Madden, and guest alumni band member Susan Gould led us in morning 
rehearsal. After a wonderful luncheon at the MSU Kellogg Center, an afternoon concert was 
presented. The program included “March” from Suite No. 2 in F by Holst, conducted by 
Kevin Sedatole; “American Riversongs” by LaPlante, conducted by Susan Gould; “Citation” 
by Claude T. Smith, conducted by Dave Catron; “Tribute” by Cross, conducted by Kevin 
Sedatole; and “Folk Dances” by Shostakovich, conducted by John Madden.

On Saturday, September 19th, we will celebrate the 45th anniversary of the MSU Alumni 
Band Fall Reunion as MSU hosts Air Force. We hope to see you there to renew friendships, 
make music, march “The Series,” and perform halftime in Spartan Stadium. We will perform 
some of the alumni band classics from the past, including “National Emblem March,” 
“Tradition,” “Baby Elephant Walk,” and of course “The MSU Fight Song” and “MSU 
Shadows.” We look forward to once again working with Kevin Sedatole and John Madden, 
and welcoming alumni directors Ken Bloomquist, Dave Catron, and John Whitwell.

Over 300 attended the 2014 fall reunion. If you haven’t been back in a while, we invite 
you to make your way back to campus this fall! 

Stacie Detgen, President, MSU Alumni Band Association

U P C O M I N G  E V E N T S

FOR THE LATEST NEWS 
AND INFORMATION, VISIT:

WWW.MSUALUMNIBAND.COM

2015 MSU ALUMNI BAND FALL REUNION
Saturday, September 19, 2015 
Game Time: 12:00 p.m.  
http://msu-alumniband-2015fallreunion.eventbrite.com
7:00–7:45 a.m. Check-in  
 (Band Hall in Dem Hall)
8:00 a.m. Rehearsal starts
9:00 a.m. Drill rehearsal 
 (NEW SMB Turf Field at Munn,  
                           NW corner of Chestnut & Shaw)
9:50 a.m. LUNCH
10:50 a.m. Run-through on Adams Field 
 (formerly Landon Field)
11:10 a.m. March to the stadium 
 (Uniform is Alumni Band  
 Spartan Shirt – see page 5 for info.
11:20 a.m. Enter stadium with wristband  
 and turn in name tag (go to seats)
12:00 p.m. Kickoff: MSU vs. Air Force
Postgame: Form on field to play and march to Dem 
Field. After halt, break to cheer on SMB, then join 
SMB to hear postgame comments and sing Shadows 
with SMB. 
Public parking is available in the westmost lot at 
the corner of Kalamazoo and Harrison. For further 
parking & game day information visit:  
http://www.gameday.msu.edu/Parking.html

2015 MSU ALUMNI BAND GOLF OUTING

2015 HOMECOMING PARADE

Friday, September 18, 2015
9:00 a.m. at Oak Lane Golf Course
Please see insert for details

Friday, October 2, 2015
Parade info is available on the Eventbrite Reunion 
registration site link above. Further details will be 
emailed to parade participants when they become 
available.

Photo by: Lesa Nelson

ONLINE REGISTRATION BEGINS JULY 18!
The link to register is: http://msu-alumniband-2015fallreunion.eventbrite.com 
Read through the instructions (scroll down to see all of them) and fill out the information 
thoroughly. You may pay your annual dues, register for the reunion, select a lunch option, 
and sign up to participate in the Homecoming Parade and the golf outing.
It’s a secure site that accepts credit card information and speeds up the process for 
everyone. You still have the option to pay by check (as shown on the web site). Music will 
be posted online. If you have any questions, please contact us at alumband@msu.edu.

The alumni band takes the field for the 2014 fall reunion halftime show.

http://www.msualumniband.com
http://www.eventbrite.com/e/2015-fall-reunion-msu-alumni-band-registration-16876046710
http://www.gameday.msu.edu/Parking.html
http://www.eventbrite.com/e/2015-fall-reunion-msu-alumni-band-registration-16876046710
mailto:alumband@msu.edu
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Welcome Dr. David Thornton
We want to welcome Dr. David Thornton to the podium! Thornton is 

joining the MSU College of Music faculty as the new assistant director of 
bands. He follows Dr. Cormac Cannon, now associate director of bands at 
the University of South Carolina. 

Dr. Thornton recently earned a doctor of musical arts degree in wind 
conducting at MSU where he served an active role teaching and assisting 
with all aspects of the band program. Prior to coming to MSU, Thornton 

taught in Florida where he was the assistant director of bands at Eau Gallie High School 
(Melbourne) and most recently the director of bands at Leon High School (Tallahassee). 

A native of Springfield, VA, Thornton received his master of music degree from MSU and 
a bachelor of music education and a bachelor of music in clarinet performance from Florida 
State University. He is affiliated with the Florida Music Educators Association, Florida 
Bandmasters Association, and the College Band Directors National Association. 

We extend a warm welcome to Dr. Thornton and wish him all the best! 

Leonard Falcone Plaque Dedicated

For 40 years (1927–1967) MSU Director of Bands Leonard Falcone, filled classrooms, 
stages, and Spartan Stadium with awe-inspiring music. Echoes of his traditions are still 
heard at MSU and around the world. Now those echoes have a touchstone in the halls of 
the Music Building. On April 19th, MSU Alumni Band members, leaders from the College 
of Music, and family and friends of Leonard Falcone gathered during the spring reunion for 
a dedication ceremony unveiling the plaque created to honor his memory. Thank you to all 
who donated and helped to see this project’s completion. The plaque reads:

“Revered and beloved for his leadership, discipline and musicianship, Professor Falcone 
helped to establish a national reputation for the MSU College of Music. During his 
40-year tenure as Director of Bands, this Italian immigrant guided the MSU Bands 
to national prominence, as MAC became MSC and then MSU. As Michigan State 
University Professor of Baritone (Euphonium) and Tuba, Leonard Falcone became the 
world’s foremost artist and authority on the baritone horn. His legacy lives on today in the 
legions of loyal students who have gone on to teach and play throughout the world.” 

—  With undying respect and profound gratitude  
by the Michigan State University Alumni Band

	Watch: A Tribute to Leonard Falcone” at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=z-x-
zzIib18. A three minute tribute to Leonard Falcone, including photos, video, alumni 
band, and comments from Beryl, Cece, and Lisa Falcone, John Madden, and Ed Deeb. 

Earle Louder, renowned euphonium soloist and 
former Falcone student, joins Beryl Falcone, wife  
of Leonard Falcone, and Dave Catron. 

John Madden and Kevin Sedatole pose with 
Beryl Falcone.
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Beryl’s Beat summer 2015

Alderman, Dala (’98, Color Guard) still teaches 
5th grade. Daughter, Lily, will be in her class this 
next year. Son, Adam, will be in 3rd grade.

Barann, Kris (’88, Trumpet) is so proud of 
daughter, Becky (Mello), SMB president this 
year and son, Alex, a tenor on the Spartan 
drumline! GO GREEN!

Brown, Doug (’70, Trumpet) Wind & Rhythm (my 
NPR show about band music) has started the 7th 
season and is on WKAR Saturdays at 4pm! Now 
on 24 stations and auditioning for more!

Casola, Damian (’90–92, Bass Drum) is a 
founding member of the Detroit Pistons 
Drumline, and current drumline instructor at 
East Grand Rapids High School.

Crissman, Molly (’88, Trumpet) still lives the 
dream is Spring Lake with handsome hubby, 
Jim Walters, and three kids, Sam, Ben and Zoe. 
She balances a busy family medicine practice 
with Spectrum Health, and finding time for 
family and fitness. Their dream whirlwind trip 
this past year was to Pasadena. Had to take the 
family back to where she was on New Years 1988!

Emmons, Dennis and Susan (’64) celebrated their 
50th wedding anniversary in March 2014. Took 
cruise and three day pre-trip with MSU alumni 
in May (Rome & cruise + stops at 10 ports along 
Mediterranean).

Gilbert, Dean (’86, Trombone) began 29th year as 
the band director at Lakeview Community 
Schools. The youngest, Kameron, is beginning 
his second year at MSU.

Groll, Anna (’09 –11, Cymbals) had to quit band 
for medical reasons and is on a medical leave of 
absence from MSU. She’s trying to attend classes 
again because SHE REALLY wants to graduate! 
She’s a Spartan for life!

Guza, Elisha (01, Trumpet) is in her 4th year as a 
stay-at-home mom of four kids. The oldest, 
Emma, will enter 3rd grade. Son, Zaden, will 
enter 1st grade. Middle daughter, Kayln, will go 
to preschool. Youngest daughter, Jalie, gets to 
spend her days with mom. Even though she has 
a hectic home life they traveled to both the B1G 
Championship game and Rose Bowl to cheer the 
Spartans on to victory. Go Green!

Hunter, George (’94, Trumpet) has worked for the 
same company since 1995. He referees for the 
Women’s Flat Track Derby Association (WFT-
DA)... and his wife is on the Detroit Derby Girls 
roller derby league. Otherwise, all is well. :)

Johnson, Heather (’98, Trumpet) loves their new 
home in Charlotte, MI and her new job as a 
microbiologist at a vaccine production lab in 
Lansing. Life is good!

Klein, Megan (’03, Alto Sax) joined the Honeoye 
Falls (NY) Community Concert Band and began 
marching again with the East Rochester (NY) 
Fire Dept Band. She will finish paying off her 
MSU education this summer.

Kressler, Dave (’70) has been retired since 2001, 
enjoying grandkids, traveling, woodworking, 
golfing and their cabin in the UP.

Leslie, Graham T. (’05, Bass Drum) completed a 
five-year enlistment with the US Navy aboard 
the USS George H.W. Bush nuclear-powered 
aircraft carrier based in Norfolk, VA. Among his 
many experiences were trips through the Suez 
and Panama Canals. Graham lives in Ferndale, 
MI and is employed by the Food and Drug 
Administration (FDA) in Detroit.

Lovoll,  Rhonda (Moffitt) (’80 –’84, Trumpet)
married (Les), has a sophomore daughter Molly, 
in the WMU marching band, and a son, Jordan 
who is a senior in high school and plays alto 
saxophone!

Morehouse, Robert (’56, Trumpet) is 87 years old 
and glad to be able to attend these festivities.

Outman, Richard (’57–’58, Trumpet) lists his 40 
years with the National Ski Patrol and Scottville 
Clown Band.

Poreda, Bradley (’99, Trumpet) recently completed 
his Masters in Arranging & Orchestration from 
Berklee College of Music.

Rice, Bob (’72, Tuba) spends his fall weekends 
driving a tractor for hayrides at Heritage Park in 
Farmington Hills, MI. He’s found it great to play 
with other Spartan musicians at MSU’s Detroit 
Center for the past two Thanksgiving parades. 
Thanks, Jim Barry, for conducting!

Rimpau, Joy (’75, Baritone/Euphonium BC)
still plays in the Lansing Concert Band, the 
Meridian Community Band, and at St. Thomas 
Aquinas Church. She traveled to Pasadena to 
watch the Spartan win (and the SMB!) at the 
2014 Rose Bowl. This summer a trip to Idaho 
was her 49th state visited! Only Oregon remains.

Sisco, Keith
(’72–’77, Tuba) serves on board of directors for 
two non-profit organizations.

Stehouwer, Christy (’96, Big Tens) and her 
husband are dual Volt owners and both full-time 
employees at MSU — they truly are GREEN!

Stevens, Roger (’78, Tenor Drums) received the 
Gerstacker Excellence in Teaching Award from 
Midland Public Schools in May 2014. He and 
Nancy (MSU ‘77) celebrated the birth of their 
first grandchild (Makayla Rose) before the Rose 
Bowl and their second (Kiera Shane) in the spring.

Thoma, August (’75, ’76, Alto Sax) recently retired 
from director of bands at Rochester (MI) College 
and director of music ministry at St. John Fisher 
University Parish, Auburn Hills, MI. He moved 
to Sanibel Island, FL in the fall of 2014.

Voss, Amanda (’04, Alto Sax) welcomed third 
child, Evelyn, this past year.

Wisner, Dave (’63, Trumpet) moved to Viera, FL, 
where he’s finding many playing opportunities. 
He’s close enough to Orlando to work or play 
there, too.

Zolynsky, Ben (’00, Drum Major) teaches 
physical education and health along with 
coaching varsity soccer and 9th grade basketball 
in Riverview, MI. He started an online Beach-
body Fitness business and coaches his son’s 
Taylor Attack Soccer Team. Life is good!

VIEW UPCOMING MSU BANDS CONCERTS AT:  
http://music.msu.edu/event-listing/2015-2016-season-preview

SELECT CONCERTS ARE STREAMED LIVE AT:
http://livestream.com/musicmsu

http://music.msu.edu/event-listing/2015-2016-season-preview
http://livestream.com/musicmsu
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YouTube Fanfares   

	Watch MSU Director of Bands Dr. Kevin Sedatole conduct the United States Army 
Band “Pershing’s Own” in concert at historic Brucker Hall, Washington D.C.  
Professor Sedatole was selected to engage in a week-long residence with the 
ensemble, culminating in his guest conducting the band May 21, 2015 on this terrific 
concert. Enjoy the varied program selected, rehearsed, and masterfully conducted by 
Professor Sedatole. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DhpXV9tVqXw

	Watch MSU Associate Director of Bands John T. Madden present a “Coffee With 
The Profs” from April 13, 2015 entitled, “The SMB: a 30-Year Personal Immersion 
in Tradition, Innovation, and Excellence.” At this “Alumni Lens” event, Professor 
Madden presents a fascinating reflection and discussion on the first 10-member 
Michigan Agricultural College military band to today’s modern 300-member Big Ten 
marching band. Take a behind the scenes look at the bands’ culture, performance 
practice, student life, organizational make up, attachment to MSU Athletics, and their 
fit in the MSU College of Music. http://livestream.com/msualumni/SMB

	Listen to a professional recording of “The Series,” now celebrating its 50th year. 
Remember, left foot on “1” (mostly!) https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QJ-
1OxMDh0s

	Access a library of 200 YouTube videos (with audio) of popular John T. Madden 
and MSU Spartan Marching Band videos at: https://www.youtube.com/
playlist?list=PLqy0n7Fx_AxY8V9h2shjz3savjJN-l5gu

	Watch the official Spartan Marching Band YouTube channel with a great selection of 
SMB videos at: https://www.youtube.com/user/SpartanMarchingBand

2016 MSU ALUMNI  
TOUR BAND

YOU IN? PLAYERS NEEDED!

BIRTHDAYS

 

	If interested, please contact Jack 
Nelson at jacknelson55@yahoo.com

For the fifth year, a combined SMB/
alumni band will perform in Pentwater 
on August 15th as part of the 
Pentwater Homecoming Days events. 
This is a one-day trip with the band 
performing at four events. Roundtrip 
motor coach transportation from 
MSU to Pentwater and two meals 
will be provided to band members. 
Participation is limited and is on a first 
come first served basis by instrument. 
Thanks for considering being a part of 
this great event. 

	If you are interested in performing, 
please contact Jack Nelson at 
jacknelson55@yahoo.com

	Watch a photo/video/audio show 
of the 2014 event at https://www.
youtube.com/watch?v=JjvONPqu0x0 

The MSU Alumni Band 45 (1970)
“The Series” (modern): 50 (1965)
“The MSU Fight Song”: 100 (1915)
The MSU Bands: 145 (1870)
MSU (MAC, MSC.): 160 (1855)

The alumni band board meets on January 18, 2015 at MSU.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DhpXV9tVqXw
http://livestream.com/msualumni/SMB
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QJ-1OxMDh0s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QJ-1OxMDh0s
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLqy0n7Fx_AxY8V9h2shjz3savjJN-l5gu
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLqy0n7Fx_AxY8V9h2shjz3savjJN-l5gu
https://www.youtube.com/user/SpartanMarchingBand
mailto:jacknelson55@yahoo.com
mailto:jacknelson55@yahoo.com
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JjvONPqu0x0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JjvONPqu0x0
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Dean Bredwell: Preserving the Sound  
and Sight of the MSU Bands for 50 Years

Appreciation and Congratulations  
to Dr. Cormac Cannon

Bloomquist and Whitwell  
Scholarship Recipients Honored

Through your generous donations, the MSU 
Alumni Band is able to present scholarships 
annually to two outstanding MSU music 
majors. Honored at the spring concert band 
reunion in April were Michael Ross who 
received the John L. Whitwell Scholarship and 
Connor Fetting who received the Kenneth G. 
Bloomquist Scholarship. These scholarships will 
help offset the cost of their continued music 
education at MSU. 

The MSU Bands family lost a treasure this spring on 
March 19th, in the passing of Dean Bredwell. He recorded 
the MSU Bands for the past 50 years. He began making 
audio recordings in 1964, and finished as the band 
videographer just last season. 

Dean was born near Centerville, Ohio in 1944. He came 
to MSU as a student and band member in 1962, and 
marched the ’62 and ’63 seasons. He became band manager 
in 1964. This is the year Dean got started as the band’s audio 
engineer. He had a stereo reel-to reel recorder, and the band 
department didn’t, so he “got the job” recording the band at 
the ’64 Rose Bowl. 
As technology progressed, Dean took on the role of 

providing video recordings…sometime around the band’s trip to the 1984 Cherry 
Bowl. Another company had been hired to provide video services for the band, but the 
product was full of too many close ups and cutaways. Dean said, “Well, I can stick a 
stationary video camera out and do that for you.” For a short time after that, the School 
of Music provided an employee (part time position then) who recorded the audio of the 
bands and sent a feed to Dean’s video. This position grew into a full time job recording 
all events for the school of music. 

Dean earned his bachelors degree in TV and radio production and stayed in Lansing 
area after graduating. He eventually earned his masters degree in geology with an 
Education Certificate so he could teach science. He taught in Eaton Rapids, at Fowler 
Catholic and in Potterville for a few years. He was also the education consultant for 
Impression 5 Museum for a while. His last teaching position was as a part-time, adjunct 
professor at Lansing Community College until just last year. He then he made his 
retirement an official retirement, giving up his last summer term class. 

Mr. Bredwell’s Spartan Spirit and commitment to the MSU Bands will continue to 
be celebrated by all the MSU alumni of the past 50 years, and band members and fans 
of the future who watch or listen to “vintage” recordings of the SMB. In summary: if 
any of us have an official SMB recording of any kind, it was the product of Dean 
Bredwell’s efforts. He is survived by his wife of 47 years, Patricia, their two sons 
Marshall (Yilan) and Bryan (Kate), and four grandchildren. 

After conducting an extensive national search, the University of South Carolina 
appointed Dr. Cormac Cannon to the position of associate director of bands. Since 
2009, Dr. Cannon served as assistant director of bands at MSU. His duties included 
conducting the Concert Band and Spartan Youth Wind Symphony, serving as associate 
director of the SMB, assisting with the Spartan Brass, and teaching courses in 
conducting and marching band methods. While at MSU, Cormac completed his 
doctorate, earned from the University of Texas. In his new position, he will direct the 
Carolina Band (marching band), conduct the USC Symphonic Winds, and teach 
classes in the USC School of Music. 

The alumni band extends its thanks to Dr. Cannon for all he has given MSU, and 
wish him, Laura and children the greatest success and happiness in their new position!

T-Shirts for Fall Reunion

The Spartan Marching Band uniform has 
been worn with pride for over 100 years. We 
all remember putting up our hair and shining 
our shoes to look crisp each week!

It has been a while since the alumni 
band has had a required uniform for the fall 
reunion. While the days of the SMB’s strict 
dress codes are behind us, we’re still proud to 
be part of the band’s history. That’s why we’ve 
created MSU Alumni Band t-shirts.

These Spartan green shirts will be in your 
registration this year. All must purchase a 
shirt to participate. This is a one-time expense. 
(Those who already have their winter 2014 
Alumni Brass shirt or who have their shirt from 
the 2014 fall reunion are all set.) We expect 
everyone to wear the shirt on reunion day. 
Looking uniform will help us stand out on 
the field and in the stands, and give us a 
better chance of press coverage and photo ops.

Show your Spartan pride by wearing the 
official alumni band t-shirt!

Photo provided by  
Kate Bredwell
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Since our Last Issue

Scenes from the 2015 MSU Alumni Band Spring Reunion
To see more photos from the spring reunion, visit “Michigan State University Alumni Band” on Facebook. 

Follow Us Online! 
Stop by the MSU Alumni Band’s web site. You’ll find 
information about upcoming events, a digital copy of the 
newsletter, email addresses of members, and lots of pictures! 
www.msualumniband.com. Check out “Michigan State 
University Alumni Band” on Facebook.com!

Change of Home or Email Address
To keep you informed, please let us know when you move 
or have a change of email address by calling (517) 351-4582, 
mailing a note to MSU Alumni Band, c/o Tim Fox,  
1850 Snyder, East Lansing, MI 48823, or emailing us at:  
alumband@msu.edu.

http://www.msualumniband.com
https://www.facebook.com/msualumniband?fref=ts
https://www.facebook.com/msualumniband?fref=ts
mailto:alumband@msu.edu

