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Winter 2014

a Message from the President
A “Rosey” outlook

This has been an exciting fall/early winter in our Spartan world. We had about 290 
Spartan Marching Band Alumni return to campus to march at the Fall Reunion. We 
performed a Broadway show with the current SMB. The day turned out to be nice even 
though we had to evacuate the stadium due to impending severe weather.

We watched the 2013 SMB continue to march and play with excellence and precision.
About 50 alumni participated in the Homecoming Parade in October and entertained 

the crowd of thousands. If you have not been involved in this activity, give it some serious 
consideration. You can either march or ride on a flat-bed truck. This is a GREAT parade. 
The green and white spirit is off the charts.

I know there were A LOT of you who traveled west to Pasadena to share in the joy of a 
MSU Rose Bowl victory and celebrate the class and high standards of our Spartan 
Marching Band.

This winter, many alumni participated in twelve pep bands for MSU Hockey, Women’s 
and Men’s Basketball, and the Izzone Reunion. These annual events are a great way to see a 
game and support the Spartan bands and athletic teams. 

Our next big event is the MSU Alumni Concert Band Reunion on Sunday, April 13th. 
We will be back performing in the newly renovated Fairchild Theatre. We rehearse in the 
morning, have lunch at the Kellogg Center, and play a concert at 3:00 p.m.. Hope you can 
join us.

Our MSU Wind Symphony performed a spectacular concert at Carnegie Hall in New 
York City on February 22nd. This was a momentous occasion for our university bands. We 
extend Professor Sedatole and his students our enthusiastic congratulations!

Thank you for you continued support of the MSU Alumni Bands. Go Green!

stacie Detgen, Msu Alumni Band Association President

The 2013 Fall Reunion brings members of the Alumni Band and Spartan Marching Band 
together for rehearsal on Dem Hall Field.

AluMNI BAND uPCoMING eVeNts 
Pentwater Days: August 16th, 2014
Combined SMB/Alumni Band event 
See page 4 for details

Homecoming Parade: september 26th, 2014 
6:00 PM: See page 4 for details

U P C O M I N G  E V E N T S

FOR THE lATEST NEwS 
AND INFORMATION, VISIT:

www.MSUAlUMNIBAND.COM

2014 Msu AluMNI CoNCeRt BAND ReuNIoN
April 13, 2014 
location: Newly renovated Fairchild theatre,  
              Msu Campus 
Register At:  
https://springconcert2014.eventbrite.com/

Reunion schedule:  
8:00 a.m. Registration & hospitality

9:00 a.m. Rehearsal 
Find a seat at the part you feel comfortable performing. 
Music will be emailed to registrants in advance.

12:00 p.m. Lunch, on your own 
 Optional Event: 
 Brunch Buffet at the Kellogg Center 
 See below for details

2:30 p.m. Arrive for concert 
Arrive backstage and take your seat on stage.

3:00 p.m. Concert 
“Dress-up” clothes requested.

optional event: Brunch Buffet at kellogg Center 
Time: 12 p.m.–2 p.m. • Price: $14.95/person 
Please register for the event at the Eventbrite site. 
Pay for your brunch directly to the Kellogg Center 
when you arrive.

2014 Msu AluMNI BAND FAll ReuNIoN
September 27, 2014 • MSU vs. Wyoming 
Golf outing: september 26, 2014
Keep checking msualumniband.com and the 
next issue of the Encore for more information.

http://www.msualumniband.com
https://springconcert2014.eventbrite.com/
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Carnegie Hall & more for the MSU Wind Symphony

spartan Marching Band: a season to Remember

The SMB had a whirlwind of a post-season! It began when they traveled to Indianapolis 
for the B1G Championship game against the Ohio State University Buckeyes. The Spartans 
defeated the Buckeyes in a 34–24 victory, securing a slot to play in the 100th Rose Bowl 
game in Pasadena, California!  

Departing on December 29th as B1G champions, band members and staff experienced 
the magic of Pasadena. They arrived to weather in the mid ’70s at the Sheraton Los Angeles 
Downtown Hotel, followed by their first of three rehearsals at Occidental College. The next 
two days involved the SMB performing at sunny Disneyland in Anaheim, and participating 
in the L.A. Live pep rally with more than 27,000 Spartan fans!

Game day began with marching in the 125th Tournament of Roses Parade, known as the 
“grandaddy of them all.” This 5.2 mile march of “The Series” and playing the “MSU Fight 
Song” led immediately to making an appearance at the official MSU Alumni Tailgate at 
Rose Bowl Stadium Golf Course. The SMB then took the field of Rose Bowl Stadium and 
performed their ’80s Hair Bands show. The football game kept Spartans on the edge of their 
seats until the outcome of 24–20 was secured. With the Spartans winning the game, it was 
the first time in MSU history that the team won three post-season bowl games in a row!

We would like to say thank you to all of those that organized a fantastic trip for the 
Spartan Marching Band, and for the support of our donors and alumni who traveled to 
Pasadena too!

John t. Madden, Director, spartan Marching Band

The Alumni Band recognizes John Madden’s 25 years as Director of the Spartan 
Marching Band

It has been a terrific year for the MSU Wind 
Symphony! It included residencies by world-class 
composers John Mackey and John Corigliano, and 
an exciting performance before a packed house of 
3,000 guests for the ensemble’s concert at the 
Midwest Band and Orchestra Clinic in Chicago.  

In February, the Wind Symphony embarked 
on a tour into the northeastern United States, 
with stops at Penn State University and Roxbury 
High School in New Jersey, culminating in a 
performance at one of the world’s great 
performance spaces — Carnegie Hall in New 
York City. No other MSU ensemble has ever 
played at Carnegie Hall. This concert celebrated Kevin Sedatole conducts the MSU wind 

Symphony. Photo courtesy of Michigan 
State University. (continued on page 3)

mailto:alumband@msu.edu
http://www.msualumniband.com
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Beryl’s Beat winter 2014

Ambs,Cheryl (’86, Mellophone) traveled to 
Scotland this summer with the MSU Alumni 
Tour Band, and had a fabulous time with a great 
group of people!

Bendert,David (’05, Alto Saxophone) and Ali 
welcomed their first child, Amelia Millie Rose, 
into the world last summer.

Billig,t. Patrick (’79, Baritone BC) just completed 
his ninth trip to China, performing with the 
Windiana Concert Band.

Braciszewski, terry (’79, Trumpet) shares that 
Terry Bs Restaurant & Bar in Dexter celebrated its 
7th year as one of the five destination restaurants 
in Michigan. Detroit Free Press (June 2013) 

Casola, Dom (’90–’92, Bass Drum) is a current 
member of the Detroit Pistons Drumline, and 
drumline instructor at East Grand Rapids High 
School.

Crites, Russell (’50–’54, Tuba) still plays in 
Waterford New Horizons Band. Sadly without 
founder and co-director Gerry Spry.

Draeger, tim (’85, Tuba & Big Ten Flag) and 
Rachel (’88, Color Guard) still live in Linden, MI 
with their three daughters, all of whom are now 
members of the Lake Fenton High School 
Marching Band where Rachel is the color guard 
instructor under SMB alums Ryan Gonder and 
Sean Spicer. 

Foerch, David (’70, Alto Sax) retired from public 
school education — still serves as adjunct professor 
at Texas Woman’s University in Denton, Texas

Glovac, Barbara (’80, Alto Sax) currently teaches 
elementary band and vocal music in Roseville, 
MI, and will join the New Horizons band in 

Detroit again this fall. Daughter, Katie, is in her 
senior year in the SMB! Oldest daughter, Kristin, 
lives in Colorado, working for Avid 4 Adventures.

Haines, William (’64, Trumpet) continues to enjoy 
retirement, while serving MSU in an on-call 
faculty basis.

Hughes, John (’73, Mellophone) enjoyed the 
opportunity to march with both his son and 
daughter — both members of the SMB!

Johnkoski, stephen (’77,Trombone) enjoyed his 
thirty-third year as a member of the Battle Creek 
Symphony Orchestra. He still performs regularly 
with The Bone Road trombone quartet.

lewis, steve (’70,Trumpet) shares that daughter, 
Penny (lewis) Rozinsky, (’01) has recently been 
awarded the prestigious Partners in Excellence 
award from the Walt Disney Company were she 
is employed as an area manager at the Disney 
Studios, Walt Disney World, Florida. 

Markwick, John (’70,Trumpet) enjoys racing 
sailboats and watching four grand kids grow and 
develop into the cutest kids!

Meier (Baron), Heather (’93–’97, Baritone) began 
her 14th year with the St. Vrain Valley School 
District (CO) and her 5th year teaching middle 
school at Coal Ridge MS in Firestone. In 
January 2012, she presented a session on the use 
of iPads/iPods in the music classroom at CMEA 
Conference in Colorado Springs. For the past 
two years (2011–12), she has co-conducted the 
downtown Denver Tuba Christmas, (250–300 
players). This fall, her middle school will 
premiere a new transcription of Renaissance 
music for concert band entitled “Renaissance 
Dance Fever” by Dr. Ken Singleton, director of 
bands at the University of Northern Colorado. 

With husband Chris Meier (’94–’98, Alto Sax), 
they have twin 6 year old boys, Will and Charlie.”

Pavlovcic, Frank (’96 & ’01, Tenor Drum) moved 
back to Michigan from Alaska with wife Laenne 
in 2011. Currently on staff at Chelsea Commu-
nity Hospital. Marching with Great Lakes Drum 
Corps Alumni.

Reeves, Jodi (’85, Mellophone) celebrated her 23rd 
year as a nurse at Sparrow Hospital. She had 
major reconstructive surgery on her foot in May, 
so she won’t be doing the march to and from the 
stadium but will be marching half-time!

Ross, scott (’71, Trumpet) had a wonderful time 
on the Alumni Band tour of Scotland!

stimson, Jeff (’97, Trumpet) finally moved from 
enemy territory and back closer to the mothership. 
We are excited to live in Howell and Jeffrey can’t 
wait to start kindergarten there.

taylor, Norman (’76, Trumpet) started his 4th year 
as superintendent of Wayland Union Schools.

thoma, Megan (’09, Alto Sax) graduated in 2012 
from chiropractic school in California and now 
practices in downtown Chicago. 

Wakefield, George,(’67, Trumpet) retired in 2011, 
and is a golf marshall volunteer and church 
worker.

Wesolek, Sarah,(’05, Color Guard) and Nick 
(Tuba) live in Okemos with their two children 
Carinthia (5) and David (1).

Woloson, Susana,(’85, Trombone) is currently 
subbing on trombone and vocals with various 
local swing bands, as well as a few blues jams.

TO VIEw THE UPCOMING MSU BANDS CONCERTS VISIT:  
http://music.msu.edu/event-listing/20132014-season/band/

the 10th anniversary of the landmark piece 
for winds by Pulitzer Prize winning composer 
John Corigliano entitled, “Circus Maximus 
(Symphony No. 3 for Large Wind Ensemble).” 

“Rare” and “extraordinary” are just two 
words used to describe Corigliano’s piece. 
They were also used by members of the Wind 
Symphony to describe the celebration. 

On February 6th, the Wind Symphony’s 
Wharton Center performance included 
Corigliano’s piece played at Carnegie Hall, as 

well as “Traveler” by David Maslanka, and 
“Mr. Tambourine Man: Seven Poems of Bob 
Dylan” by Corigliano, which included a 
soprano solo from College of Music alumna 
Lindsay Kesselman. 

Jane Sylvester, saxophonist with the Wind 
Symphony, described the performance as “the 
opportunity of a lifetime.” During Corigliano’s 
visit to MSU in September, she worked with 
him on his Grammy-award winning song cycle, 
“Mr. Tambourine Man.” “As musical artists, 

we aspire to one day experience the magic of 
performing at Carnegie Hall,” said Sylvester, 
“But also, collaborating with Dr. Sedatole, 
friends, colleagues, and especially, John 
Corigliano — this is truly a dream come true.”

Thank you to all alumni for their support!

kevin sedatole, Director of Bands

 See article on MSU College of Music 
website: http://music.msu.edu/news-
archive/from-campus-to-carnegie-hall

Carnegie Hall & more for the MSU Wind Symphony (continued from page 2)

http://music.msu.edu/event-listing/20132014-season/band/
http://music.msu.edu/news-archive/from-campus-to-carnegie-hall
http://music.msu.edu/news-archive/from-campus-to-carnegie-hall
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Special Events Coordinator and “Alumni Brass Commissioner” Jack Nelson reports 
that 183 individuals played in one or more of 12 Alumni Brass events for MSU Athletics 
November 29–March 6. Varying in size from 29 to 80, the appearances included five 
men’s basketball games, four hockey games, and three women’s basketball games.

In another first, the group performed at the Winter Classic at Comerica Park for the 
Great Lakes Invitational Hockey Tournament as MSU took on Michigan Tech Dec. 27th. 

Saturday, March 1st was particularly busy, as the band appeared at four events. First, 
the Izzone Reunion at 2:00 p.m, where they performed before 800 Izzone alumni. The 
event featured Coach Izzo and President Simon. Next up was the pregame radio show, 
followed by the 4:00 p.m. men’s basketball game vs. Illinois. In the evening, it was over to 
Munn Arena for MSU hockey.  Quite a “quadfecta” for the Alumni Brass!

 On Sunday, March 2nd, the band performed at Breslin as the MSU women’s 
basketball team beat Indiana, earning the Big Ten Championship.

On Thursday, March 6th, the band played for the men’s basketball game vs. Iowa as the 
Spartans celebrated the seniors’ final game at MSU with a win and a great post-game 
senior celebration. The MSU Bands provided pizza, salad, and new t-shirts for the 
exciting nationally televised game. Thanks and congrats to all!

 To add your name to the player list, message Jack Nelson at jacknelson55@yahoo.com 
with your name, instrument, email address, phone number.

The MSU Alumni Brass is comprised of volunteers who have played in the MSU Bands 
or attended MSU. The participation of all members is important to the success of the 
ensemble. However, there are some members who take it a step further and volunteer to 
conduct the band. This year, the MSU Alumni Brass played for  twelve events November 
29 through March 6 under the direction of three conductors. Stacie Detgen, (Class of 
1986), Matt Duprey (Class of 2006), and Jim McCaffrey (Class of 1980) all employed 
their talents to help the band perform well. The job of Alumni Brass conductor involves 
following the multi-page game “script” and listening to a head set for cues while choosing 
which pieces to play. Sometimes, the director has to respond to last-second directions and 
make split-second decisions. All of our conductors excel at this multi-tasking role. The 
Alumni Brass thanks Stacie, Matt, and Jim for stepping up to make the Alumni Brass 
events a success.

Alumni Brass events 2013–14

Alumni Brass Conductors get the Job Done

HOMECOMING PARADE

YOU IN? AN INVITATION 
TO PARTICIPATE AT THE 
2014 PENTwATER EVENT
For the fourth consecutive year, a 
combined SMB/Alumni Band will perform 
as part of the Pentwater Homecoming 
Days events. This one-day trip, on August 
16th, will see the band perform in four 
events: the home of Spartan “Superfans” 
Duane and Judy Vernon overlooking 
lake Michigan, twice at a downtown 
Pentwater MSU preseason tailgate party 
and pep rally, and in the Homecoming 
Days grand parade. 

Round trip motor coach transportation 
from MSU to Pentwater and two meals 
are provided to band members. 
Participants are treated to a delicious 
brunch at the Vernons home, and 
provided a tailgate supper at the 
Pentwater Village Café and Pub. The 
60-member band performs for thousands 
of people including MSU dignitaries.

Appearing at the event over the past  
two years were Sparty, the cheerleaders, 
dance team, Homecoming Court, 
George Perles and Henry Bullough, 
Alumni Association Executive Director 
Scott westerman, Tom Anastos, Tom 
Izzo, and the MSU Volleyball team with 
Coach Kathy George. 

Consider playing at this great event! 
Information will be emailed in early 
summer to all alumni band members.

 Watch the Pentwater photo/video/audio 
shows created by Linda Barry. The 4.5 
minute 2012 video is at: http://www.
youtube.com/watch?v=mpJSVgJRNzU. 
The 2013 video is at: http://www.
youtube.com/watch?v=vNlE1KveXFg.

Approximately 50 band members 
enjoyed playing for over 10,000 
enthusiastic and appreciative people 
lining the parade route of the 2013 
Homecoming Parade. If you have not 
participated in a parade as an alum, 
consider playing at the 2014 parade. 
This is a great opportunity to support 
MSU and have a great time!

Jim McCaffrey Stacie Detgen Matt Duprey

mailto:jacknelson55@yahoo.com
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mpJSVgJRNzU
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mpJSVgJRNzU
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vNlE1KveXFg
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vNlE1KveXFg
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In Memoriam

Goodbye to spartan  
H. owen Reed 
It is with sadness that we announce the passing 
of H. Owen Reed on January 6, 2014 at the 
age of 103 in Athens, Georgia. He was born in 
Odessa, Missouri on June 17, 1910. He 
worked his way through the University of 

Missouri and Louisiana State University playing in jazz bands 
and later a Ph.D. from the Eastman School of Music.

He was a professor of Music Theory and Composition at 
Michigan State University from 1939 through 1976. A well-
known composer, he was also an avid sportsman, and enjoyed 
a life-long love of fishing. He was a loving husband, father, and 
grandfather.

“Owen was a wonderful musician and composer and teacher,” 
says friend and former student Charles Ruggiero, MSU professor 
of composition and music theory. “He had a certain charm of 
communicating with people that was very special.”

Reed was best known for “La Fiesta Mexicana”— an extended 
work for band that features three movements, elements of a 
Catholic mass, and Mexican folk music. “He was writing during 
a time when there weren’t a lot of pieces like that for a concert 
band,” says Kevin Sedatole, MSU professor of music, director of 
bands, and chair of the conducting area. “La Fiesta established 
Reed immediately as an important composer.”

MSU College of Music Dean Jim Forger met Reed in the 
1980s, and acknowledged his profound musical talents. “He 
was both a terrific composer and a jazz musician during the days 
when jazz wasn’t part of collegiate music studies,” Forger says. 
“When he retired, he continued to play with an MSU faculty 
jazz ensemble called the Geriatric Six.”

Reed left an indelible mark on hundreds of MSU students, 
including contemporary composers such as David Maslanka, 
David Gillingham, and Jere Hutcheson, professor of 
composition at MSU, a life-long friend, and 49-year veteran of 
the College of Music.

“Owen was so highly thought of that when MSU reached 
its centennial in 1955, they asked him to write the opera 
‘Michigan Dream,’” says Hutcheson. “He was a good leader, 
very supportive, and had lots of friends across campus.”

Reed was preceded in death by his first wife Esther of 50 
years, a son-in-law, and a great grandson. He is survived by his 
wife Mary of 31 years, two daughters, three stepchildren, 15 
grandchildren, and 21 great-grandchildren.

Memorial contributions may be made to the H. Owen Reed 
Scholarship Fund at Blue Lake Fine Arts Camp (300 E. Crystal 
Lake Rd., Twin Lake, MI 49457) or to the H. Owen Reed 
Archive at Michigan State University Music Library (checks to 
MSU sent to Mary Black Junttonen, 366 West Circle Dr., Room 
410, MSU, East Lansing, MI 48824)

Photo courtesy of 
Athens Banner-Herald.

PlEASE NOTE 
The MSU Alumni Band Updates are sent out using the email 
address alumband@msu.edu. To be sure you receive the 
updates make sure that your email system recognizes that 
address.

Msu Alumni Concert Band Reunion

The 2014 Alumni Concert Band Reunion will be held on Sunday, 
April 13, 2014 at the newly renovated Fairchild Theatre. Alumni 
conductors Ken Bloomquist, John Whitwell, and Dave Catron will be 
in attendance as well as guest alumni conductor Bob Rice, and MSU 
Director of Bands, Kevin Sedatole.

We invite you to sign up for the optional brunch at the Kellogg 
Center. This is a great way to renew friendships and have a great meal. 
Hope to see you on April 13th.

Views from scotland

mailto:alumband@msu.edu


since our last Issue

Follow us online! 
Stop by the MSU Alumni Band’s newly designed web site. 
You’ll find information about upcoming events, a digital 
copy of the newsletter, email addresses of members, and lots 
of pictures! www.msualumniband.com. Check out  
“Michigan State University Alumni Band” on Facebook.com!

Change of Home or email Address
To keep you informed, please let us know when you move 
or have a change of email address by calling (517) 351-4582, 
mailing a note to MSU Alumni Band, c/o Tim Fox, 1850 
Snyder, East Lansing, MI 48823, or emailing Gary Baron at: 
alumband@msu.edu.

43rd Annual Fall Reunion a “Whirlwind”
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2013 Msu Alumni Band Golf outing

44 golfers enjoyed the 15th Annual MSU Alumni Band Golf Outing held on September 6. winning Foursome: 1st place — Greg Fauth, 
George wakefield, Greg wakefield, Rich Martzke. longest drive: Pete Kressler. Closest to pin No 2:  Greg wakefield. Closest to pin No 
14:  John VanSchagen.

Alumni Band marches “The Series.”

Past & present MSU Conductors join Beryl 
Falcone at the 2014 Fall Reunion:  
Cormac Cannon, Bill wiedrich, Ken Bloomquist, 
Kevin Sedatole, John Madden

Approximately 290 members attended the 43rd MSU Alumni Band Fall Reunion 
held on September 7th at the MSU vs. South Florida game. The band performed a 
halftime show of Broadway tunes.

Prior to the rehearsal, members had time to get reacquainted, enjoy some refreshments, 
and watch a DVD presentation of past reunions.

The morning rehearsal included current directors Kevin Sedatole, John Madden, and 
Cormac Cannon, and former directors Ken Bloomquist, Dave Catron, and Bill 
Wiedrich. During the rehearsal, President Lou Anna Simon, Distinguished Professor 
Roy Simon, Coach Tom Izzo, Athletic Director Mark Hollis, Alumni Association 
President Scott Westerman, and College of Music Dean Jean Forger addressed the band. 
We were also honored by the presence of Beryl Falcone, wife of Leonard Falcone.

The weather kept things interesting, with a severe weather alert prompting the 
evacuation of Spartan Stadium. After an hour we returned and cheered our Spartans to 
victory.

After the game, both the alumni and SMB gathered on Dem Field to celebrate John 
T. Madden’s 25th year as director. To mark the special occasion, the Alumni Band 
presented Madden with a custom-made stained glass MSU Shield, and for fun, an 
inscribed cowbell as a memento of his “special” Spartan Brass performance contributions! 
We thank John for his years of excellence and dedication.

We hope to see you next fall for the 2014 fall reunion on September 27th for MSU 
vs. Wyoming and MSU’s Homecoming. Go Green!

https://www.facebook.com/msualumniband?fref=ts
mailto:alumband@msu.edu

