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Summer 2014

a Message from the President

Hopefully the third time will be the charm…two years ago we had the coldest and 
wettest Alumni Band Fall Reunion in memory, then last year we had to evacuate the 
stadium due to impending storms. So this fall, I look forward to all of you attending the 
2014 Alumni Band Fall Reunion/Homecoming Game on Saturday, September 27 with 
MSU vs. Wyoming and wonderful weather.

Our musical theme will be Rose Bowl Memories. We will be performing a piece from 
each Rose Bowl halftime show. Spartan alum Jeff Kressler has arranged the medleys for us 
and we look forward to recognizing all of you who have marched at a Rose Bowl.

We also invite you to sign up to participate in the MSU Homecoming Parade on Friday, 
September 26th. This is possibly the biggest, most appreciative MSU crowd to perform for 
other than at a Rose Bowl Parade.

Thank you to all the alums who participated in the winter pep bands and the spring 
concert reunion. It was great to see you.  

I’d like to challenge you to invite an MSU Band alumnus who has not attended a fall 
marching reunion in a while. We are planning to do more marching during this halftime 
and would love to have the largest Alumni Band in years!

See you in September! Go Green!

Stacie Detgen, President, MSU Alumni Band Association

U P C O M I N G  E V E N T S

fOr ThE laTEST NEwS 
aNd INfOrMaTION, VISIT:

www.MSUalUMNIbaNd.COM

2014 MSU AlUMni BAnD FAll REUniOn
Saturday, September 27, 2014 
Game Time: 12:00 p.m.  
http://alumnibandfall2014reunion.eventbrite.com
7:00–7:45 a.m. Check-in  
 (Band Hall in Dem Hall)
8:00 a.m. Rehearsal starts
9:00 a.m. Drill rehearsal 
 (NEW SMB Turf Field at Munn,  
                           NW corner of Chestnut & Shaw)
9:50 a.m. LUNCH
10:50 a.m. Run-through on Adams Field 
 (formerly Landon Field)
11:10 a.m. March to the stadium 
 (NEW Uniform is Alumni Band  
 Spartan Shirt – see page 5 for info.
11:20 a.m. Enter stadium with wristband 
 (go to seats)
12:00 p.m. Kickoff: MSU vs. Wyoming
Postgame: Form on field to play and march to Dem 
Field. After halt, break to cheer on SMB, then join 
SMB to hear postgame comments and sing Shadows 
with SMB. 
Public parking is available in the westmost lot at 
the corner of Kalamazoo and Harrison. For further 
parking & game day information visit:  
http://www.gameday.msu.edu/Parking.html

2014 MSU AlUMni BAnD GOlF OUTinG

2014 HOMECOMinG PARADE

Friday, September 26, 2014
9:00 a.m. at Oak lane Golf Course
Please see insert for details

Friday, September 26, 2014
Parade info is available on the Eventbrite 
Reunion registration site link above. Further 
details will be emailed to parade participants 
when they become available.

Photo by: lesa Nelson

ONlINE rEGISTraTION bEGINS JUly 18!
The link to register is: http://alumnibandfall2014reunion.eventbrite.com
read through the instructions (scroll down to see all of them) and fill out the information 
thoroughly. you may pay your annual dues, register for the reunion, select a lunch option, 
and sign up to participate in the homecoming Parade and the golf outing.
It’s a secure site that accepts credit card information and speeds up the process for everyone. 
you still have the option to pay by check (as shown on the web site). we will email the 
music to registered participants. Therefore, it is extremely important that you supply us 
with a current, working email address — that accepts attachments without automatically 
blocking them. If you do not receive the music by late august, please contact us at 
alumband@msu.edu.

http://www.msualumniband.com
http://alumnibandfall2014reunion.eventbrite.com
http://www.gameday.msu.edu/Parking.html
http://alumnibandfall2014reunion.eventbrite.com
mailto:alumband@msu.edu
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leonard Falcone Memorial Project
leonard Falcone 1899–1985 
Creating An Enduring MSU Memorial

What words do you use when you tell a friend 
about Leonard Falcone? What story comes to 
mind when you try to explain the impact that 
this man had on your life, or the influence that 
he had on MSU’s growth to national prominence? 
If you are one of the fortunate men or women 
who attended MSU between 1927 and the early 
1980s (over 50 years!) maybe you tell a personal 
story. If you are from a more recent vintage, the 
words you use might come from accounts you 

have heard or read. In either case, the legacy of Leonard Falcone is a story of how much this 
man was and is loved, admired, respected, and revered throughout the world. Part of this was 
recently chronicled in Rita Griffin Comstock’s book, Solid Brass: The Leonard Falcone Story.

After you tell that story, which monument do you proudly point out at the University 
honoring the remarkable legacy of MSU’s Director of Bands from 1927–1967? You won’t 
find one on campus. The MSU Alumni Band, with your help, is preparing to change that! 

Revered and beloved for his leadership, discipline and musicianship, Professor Falcone 
helped to establish a national reputation for the MSU College of Music. During his 40-year 
tenure as director of bands, and 17 more as he continued to teach, this Italian immigrant 
guided the MSU Bands to national prominence, as MAC became MSC and then MSU. 
As professor of baritone and euphonium, Falcone became the world’s foremost soloist and 
authority on the baritone. His musical legacy lives on today in the form of the legions of loyal 
students who have gone on to teach and play throughout the world. His legacy as a beloved, 
principled man lives on through all of his students who gained from his guidance and example.

To honor Professor Falcone and his profound influence on MSU, the alumni band is 
commissioning the design and placement of a bronze plaque bearing his image and story. 
University officials, College of Music faculty, and the alumni band collaborated on this 
process. This permanent honor and testimonial will be placed next to the rehearsal room 
where Falcone and his students made wonderful music for nearly two generations. 

His tradition of excellence continues to this day every time the MSU Bands perform. This 
is his legacy; Leonard Falcone’s music still echoes through the “ivy covered halls.” 

Our goal is $8,000, which will cover the cost for the plaque, installation, lighting, and 
administrative costs. As of mid-June, we have raised 50% of our goal — now we are 
concentrating on the remaining funds needed so the plaque is ready by this September.

A replica of the plaque will be presented to Beryl Falcone at the fall reunion at morning 
rehearsal on September 27th. All donors will receive a copy of the three-page article written by 
Ed Deeb in November 1966 about Dr. Falcone and the Spartan Marching Band (printed by 
the College of Music and originally published in the MSU Alumni Association Magazine).

To be one of those who create and place this important remembrance and memorial, follow 
the procedure outlined at the Eventbrite online registration site. Any and all contributions 
are important as we honor the man who gave so much to MSU and the world of music. 
Note – any donations through the Eventbrite web site are not tax-deductible.

To receive the official acknowledgement from MSU, and make your donation tax-
deductible, your donation must be made directly through University Advancement (online 
donation). You may use this link: https://givingto.msu.edu/gift/?sid=1294 for the Falcone 
Project. Donations received in excess of the amount needed for the plaque will be used to 
support other projects of the MSU Alumni Band. 

	Questions or comments? direct them to the alumni band: alumband@msu.edu, or call 
517-351-4582.

Photo by dave Penkevich

mailto:alumband@msu.edu
http://www.msualumniband.com
https://givingto.msu.edu/gift/?sid=1294
mailto:alumband@msu.edu
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Beryl’s Beat summer 2014

Barry, Jim (’73, Trumpet) and linda’s (’74, Flute) 
son Mark (’06, Bachelor of Music in Jazz Studies, 
percussion) is making his mark in the music world 
as a member of the band Lord Huron. They’ve 
played some of the biggest American music 
festivals, such as South by Southwest, Lollapalooza, 
Coachella, Bonnaroo, the Newport Folk Festival, 
tours in Europe and the UK, the Tonight Show 
with Jay Leno, and opened for the Dave 
Matthews Band.  

Bough, Michael (’88, Mellophone) is director of 
bands and orchestras at Tecumseh High School. 

Campbell, leslie (’77, Trumpet) is administrative 
director of the Saginaw Area Youth Jazz Ensemble. 
They played at the East Lansing Summer Solstice 
Jazz Festival in June 2013. 

Cornell, Tom (’76, Big Tens) loves substitute 
teaching and instrument fitting for beginning 
band students. 

Debenedetti, Geanna (’89, Twirler) lives in 
northern CA managing a golf course. 

Fisk, Al (’78, Trombone) retired from teaching 
choir in Hazel Park Schools in ’12.  He loves his 
new life — losing weight,  giving back, and 
praising God. It’s all good!

Friebe, John (’84, Trumpet) shares that after nine 
years in South Carolina, he has moved back to 
Michigan and resides in Washington Twp. His 
oldest child Lauren entered the honors college at 
MSU last fall. She wants to be a pediatrician. 
Does anyone know where he can get a mortgage 
to cover her tuition? 

Gulick, Matt (’90, Trombone) was promoted to 
nurse manager of the Critical and Progressive 
care units at MidMichigan Medical Center-
Gratiot. All has been well, but they recently 
became the first health system to affiliate with the 
University of Michigan (He most certainly will 
not wear any of their logowear, GO STATE!)

Hogan, Melissa (’88, Alto Sax) still has a job!!! 

idle, Scott (’98–’02, Snare Drum), married a 
wonderful woman and her two beautiful 
daughters last fall! He currently directs the 
Drumlines for the Chicago Bulls (Stampede),  
LA Clippers (ClipPercussion), and coming 
soon...the Detroit Tigers!

Kostoff, John (’60, ’62, Clarinet) just returned 
from Scotland with the MSU Alumni Band.  
Terrific band and scenery. 

lipson, Daniel (’81, Trumpet) hopes to attend the 
fall reunion in 2014.  

McConnell, lynn (’56–’59, Baritone BC) plays in 
the Thornapple Jazz Orchestra (trombone) and 
Hastings City Band. 

Opatich, Bona (’85, Baritone TC) performed in 
China and celebrated a birthday in Europe all in 
June 2013! 

Petrella, Bob (’66, Clarinet) is enjoying retirement 
again after breaking his leg in 2010. He travelled 
to Costa Rica and an African safari in Tanzania. 

Rimpau, Joy (’75, Baritone BC) continues to play 
in the Meridian Community Band, the Lansing 
Concert Band, and at St. Thomas Aquinas Church. 
This summer she played in the Blue Lake Adult 
Concert Band and Trombone-Euphonium Choir. 

Sachs, William (’67, Alto Sax) and Ann (O’Brien) 
celebrated their 45th wedding anniversary this 
July. He also attended Grandparents University 
with grandson Kevin this past June. He still 
plays in the Warren Concert Band and Brothers 
and Others Saxophone Quartet.   

Thoma, August (’75, ’76, Alto Sax) continues as 
director of bands and adjunct instructor of music 
at Rochester College, Rochester Hills, MI; 
director of music ministry at St. John Fisher 
University Parish, Auburn Hills, MI, and tour 
director for Brightspark Travel, Deerfield, IL. 
Augie and Maureen had a great time on the 
alumni band Scotland tour last summer!

Thoma, Megan (’09, Alto Sax) graduated from 
chiropractic school in California in 2012 and 
now practices in downtown Chicago. If anyone 
in the Chicago area is in need a of a chiropractor 
come see me at Universal Health Institute! 

Viraldo, Jake (’03, Trumpet) currently attends 
Purdue University, earning a PhD in industrial 
engineering. 

Walsh, Brian (’86, Baritone TC) and Shelly have 
been married 27 years. Their daughter is getting 
her PhD in political science at UW-Madison, but 
will always be a Spartan. Our son is a financial 
rep with Northwestern Mutual. Life is good!

Williamsen, Bob (’85, Tuba) shares that he, 
Christy, Nelson, Chrissy and Lee are enjoying 
life on Lake Norman in Charlotte, NC.

Glovac, Barbara (’80, Clarinet) teaches elementary 
vocal and instrumental music in the Roseville 
Community Schools. She looks forward with 
great anticipation to daughter, Katie’s 5th and 
final year in the Spartan Marching Band!

McDaniel, Arlene (’84, Alto Sax) accepted a 
position in 2013 as adjunct faculty at Hillsdale 
College, teaching private jazz piano and perform-
ing in the faculty jazz ensemble “The Hillcats.”

Sisco, Keith (’77, Tuba) plays with the North 
Oakland Concert Band, and Fifth Michigan 
Regiment Band, a Civil War Re-enactment 
band, with original instruments.

McDaniel, John (’81, Baritone BC) enjoys playing 
in Alumni Spartan Brass, the Strolling Spartans,  
and doing instructional design for the MSU 
College of Osteopathic Medicine.

Franklin, Susan (1958-59, Bass Clarinet) is the 
widow of larry R. Franklin, MSU degrees in 
music 1959 and 1967. She has two children: 
Edward Franklin (deceased) and Kathryn Arney; 
three grandchildren and two great-grandchildren  
Two grandchildren graduated from WMU, one 
with a degree in music, the other with a degree 
in theater and performing arts (now in graduate 
school in Theater at UC San Diego). Grandson 
Garrett Arney graduated MSU in 2010 with a 
degree in Percussion Performance, and is 
presently in graduate school at Yale University,  
involved with the recently formed Arx Duo 
(specializing in marimba).

Texter, Tracy (irish) (’82, French Horn) recently 
completed a master’s of science degree in nursing 
at Vanderbilt University, and now works as a 
nurse practitioner in the Hastings area. She 
continues to play horn in the brass quintet she 
founded in 2003, the Thornapple Brass.

TO VIEw ThE UPCOMING MSU baNdS CONCErTS VISIT:  
http://music.msu.edu/event-listing/2014-2015-season-preview/

http://music.msu.edu/event-listing/2014-2015-season-preview/
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leonard Falcone: A Personal Perspective 
In the spring of 1984, I had the 

privilege of performing as principal 
trumpet player in the MSU Symphony 
Band. Although he retired in 1967, 
Professor Falcone was often in the music 
building when healthy. He taught, 
attended concerts and football games, 
and often had band members whispering, 
“Isn’t that Leonard Falcone?”

I was thrilled when I learned that 
Dr. Falcone was healthy and able to 
guest conduct the Symphony Band. The 
repertoire he chose included a classic 
“Falcone transcription” of a march titled 
“Torino.” I was assigned a tricky little 
solo line for the 1st cornet part.

On our first reading of the march, we 
were enthralled by Falcone’s exuberance on 
the podium. When I played the solo (thinking I was performing well), he stopped the band. 
“Who’s playing the cornet solo?” he queried, looking through thick tinted glasses. “I am, 
Dr. Falcone.” I said. He replied, “No, no, no, no. Do it again, not so fast on the 16th 
notes.” So I adjusted. After some more attempts, he said, “Please see me after rehearsal.”

I arrived at his office in the Music Practice Building the next day, expecting to tweak 
the solo to his liking and to quickly move on. I played for him. After my first try, he said, 
“Much better!”

The magical part of this story is that the lesson turned into an intimate chat about 
music and music making. We visited for several hours (I skipped two classes). He asked 
me questions about what I wanted to do with my career. He played his baritone for me, 
after not playing it for years. I had to oil the valves for him. It sounded as if he never put 
it down. His embouchure was perfect. He was 86 years old at the time.

We then played reel-to-reel tapes of his MSU Concert Bands, including a recording of 
Torino. I asked him a ton of questions. We had the kind of visit I imagine he had with 
hundreds of students over his 40-year career at MSU. Perhaps he heard me as a trumpet 
player who needed help or perhaps he heard some potential in my ability to be artistic. I’ll 
never know. Those three hours in his office changed my life.

So many of us have only heard the legend, heard the recordings and learned of his 
legacy second-hand. On that day, I became one of the privileged few “Falcone students.” 
It was a blessing, as he passed away the next year. What we talked about that day is always 
present in my current teaching.

John Madden, MSU Class of 1985
Associate Director of Bands 
Spartan Marching Band Director

2016 MSU alUMNI  
TOUr baNd

yOU IN? PlayErS NEEdEd!

MSU wINd SyMPhONy TakES CENTEr STaGE
The wind Symphony, conducted by director of bands kevin Sedatole, 
performed a ground-breaking Carnegie hall performance in february, 2014. 

	for an inside view of the wind Symphony’s preparations and 
performance, including film, photos, and interviews, go to:  
http://music.msu.edu/news-archive/msu-wind-symphony-taking-center-stage

according to ken bloomquist himself, 
“I’ve flunked retirement”! ken is 
proposing a 7-day MSU alumni 
Tour band trip in the Mediterranean 
on Princess Cruise lines in summer 
2016. Tentative plans would include 
rehearsals on board, two concerts 
in the ship’s theater, and one land 
performance. There would also be a 
possibility of tour extensions, tentatively 
Istanbul or Egypt. This would be a new 
and different path for the alumni band. 
we hope there are enough players 
interested in making this trip a reality. 

	If interested, please contact Jack 
Nelson at jacknelson55@yahoo.com

for the fourth year, a combined 
SMb/alumni band will perform in 
Pentwater on august 16th as part 
of the Pentwater homecoming days 
events. This is a one-day trip with 
the band performing at four events. 
roundtrip motor coach transportation 
from MSU to Pentwater and two meals 
will be provided to band members. 
an invitation was emailed in the 
June 23rd alumni band Update to all 
members with a current email address. 
Participation is limited and is on a first 
come first served basis by instrument. 
Thanks for considering being a part of 
this great event. 

	To see a video of the 2013 event 
go to: http://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=vNlE1KveXFg.

	If you would like more information, 
go to http://spartanband.net/
alumni/?p=862

	If you are interested in performing, 
please contact Jack Nelson at 
jacknelson55@yahoo.com

Photo by: lesa Nelson

http://music.msu.edu/news-archive/msu-wind-symphony-taking-center-stage
mailto:jacknelson55@yahoo.com
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vNlE1KveXFg
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vNlE1KveXFg
http://spartanband.net/alumni/?p=862
http://spartanband.net/alumni/?p=862
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Scenes from the Fall Reunion

new MSU Band Practice Facility

Bloomquist and Whitwell  
Scholarship Recipients Honored

Through your generous donations, the MSU 
Alumni Band Association is able to present 
scholarships to two outstanding MSU Music 
majors. Honored at the Spring Concert Band 
Reunion in April were Aaron Wright who 
received the John L. Whitwell Scholarship and 
Holly Swanson who received the Kenneth G. 
Bloomquist Scholarship. These scholarships will 
help off-set the cost of their continued music 
education at MSU. 

The SMB is moving to “new digs” and the alumni band will benefit at our outdoor 
rehearsal on September 27th, too! The practice facilities, at the southeast corner of 
Munn Field, include a regulation-sized, artificial turf football field, as well as a two-level 
teaching tower and accessible bleacher seating for 500. 

The upgrades were made possible by a lead gift of $1 million from the Forest H. Akers 
Trust Fund, and a gift of $300,000 from Edwin “Ed” and Wanda Eichler. Ed and Wanda 
are the parents of three band alumni, and have supported the SMB for years, including 
generous donations to purchase new instruments. Go Green! – Turf! Read the complete 
story by Tom Oswald at MSU Today at: http://msutoday.msu.edu/news/2014/ 
new-msu-band-practice-facility-named-in-honor-of-akers-eichler/

nEW! T-Shirts for Fall Reunion

The SMB uniform has been worn with 
pride for over 100 years. We all remember 
putting up our hair and shining our shoes to 
look crisp each week!

It has been a while since the alumni 
band has had a required uniform for the fall 
reunion. While the days of the SMB’s strict 
dress codes are behind us, we’re still proud to 
be part of the band’s history. That’s why we’ve 
created MSU Alumni Band t-shirts.

These Spartan green shirts will be in your 
registration this year. All must purchase a shirt 
to participate. This is a one-time expense.  
(Those who already have their winter 2014 
Alumni Brass shirt are all set.) We expect 
everyone to wear them on reunion day. 
Looking uniform will help us stand out on 
the field and in the stands, and give us a 
better chance of press coverage and photo ops.

Show your Spartan pride by wearing the 
official alumni band t-shirt, and celebrate 
Homecoming and the Rose Bowl victory!

Photos by: lesa Nelson

http://msutoday.msu.edu/news/2014/new-msu-band-practice-facility-named-in-honor-of-akers-eichler/
http://msutoday.msu.edu/news/2014/new-msu-band-practice-facility-named-in-honor-of-akers-eichler/


Follow Us Online! 
Stop by the MSU Alumni Band’s web site. You’ll find 
information about upcoming events, a digital copy of the 
newsletter, email addresses of members, and lots of pictures! 
www.msualumniband.com. Check out “Michigan State 
University Alumni Band” on Facebook.com!

Change of Home or Email Address
To keep you informed, please let us know when you move 
or have a change of email address by calling (517) 351-4582, 
mailing a note to MSU Alumni Band, c/o Tim Fox, 1850 
Snyder, East Lansing, MI 48823, or emailing us at:  
alumband@msu.edu.
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Since our last issue

2014 MSU Alumni Concert Band Reunion

Another successful MSU Alumni 
Concert Band Reunion was held April 
13, 2014 at Fairchild Auditorium. The 
day of friendship and music included 
rehearsal, luncheon at the Kellogg Center, 
and a concert at the newly renovated 
Fairchild Theatre on campus. Everyone is 
encouraged to consider being a part of this 
musical event on April 19, 2015.

	To see more photos from the Spring 
Reunion, visit “Michigan State 
University Alumni Band” on Facebook.

Photos by: Stacie detgen

Conductors dave Catron, ken bloomquist, bob rice, and kevin Sedatole.

The horn section in harmony.

The trombone section in rehearsal.
The clarinet section enjoys the outstanding 
acoustics of the new fairchild Theatre.

http://www.msualumniband.com
https://www.facebook.com/msualumniband?fref=ts
https://www.facebook.com/msualumniband?fref=ts
mailto:alumband@msu.edu
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