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Summer 2012

a Message from the President

It’s been another terrific year to be a part of the MSU Alumni Band! The annual fall and 
spring reunions provide special memories for the returning alumni. What brings us back 
to campus? It might be the prospect of making music again with other alumni, but what 
keeps us coming back is the camaraderie, the friendship, and feeling those MSU Shadows 
bring. Thanks go to our hosts, current directors Kevin Sedatole, John Madden, and Cormac 
Cannon for making our annual reunions possible. We are fortunate to have Directors Emeriti 
Bloomquist, Whitwell, and Catron returning regularly to make the reunions so special.  

This year, the fall reunion coincides with Homecoming. Enthusiasm for this upcoming 
football season is extremely high following the tremendous success of the team. We anticipate 
having seats in the stands again. I hope you’ll invite another alum to join you October 13th. 
Whether it’s your 1st time or 40th time, make it back for the 42nd annual fall reunion! 

Our show recognizes the 40th anniversary of the admittance of women into the SMB. In 
1972, twirler Beth Mlynarek (now Beth Kaufman) and saxophonist Lynne Charbonneau (who 
passed away in 1987) were the first women to gain membership. MSU Band alum Jeff Kressler 
is arranging the music to reflect our “Title IX at 40” theme: Respect, I Am Woman, Girls Just 
Want to Have Fun, This One’s For the Girls, and Hello Dolly. We will email the music shortly 
after you register, so you can get familiar with the tunes (and your horn!) prior to game day.

The MSU Bands continue to distinguish themselves nationally in the concert hall and on 
the field, and we all are elevated by their stunning successes. The quality and traditions that 
we think of as our legacy are nurtured by the current band directors and are reflected in the 
excellence of the young men and women who comprise today’s MSU Bands. I hope you will 
take advantage of every opportunity to support and encourage our outstanding bands!

Thank you for allowing me to represent you as president these past two years. I continue 
to enjoy contributing to the Alumni Band. Go Green!

Jim Barry
MSU Alumni Band Association President

U P C O M I N G  E V E N T S

fOr ThE laTEST NEwS 
aNd INfOrMaTION, VISIT:

www.MSUalUMNIbaNd.COM

2012 MSU AlUMni BAnD FAll REUniOn
Saturday, October 13, 2012 
Game Time: 12:00 p.m. 
7:00–7:45 a.m. Registration  
 (NEW Band Hall in Dem Hall)

8:00 a.m. Rehearsal starts

9:00 a.m. Drill rehearsal 
 (Dem Hall Field)

9:50 a.m. LUNCH

10:50 a.m. Run-through on Adams Field 
 (formerly Landon Field)

11:10 a.m. March to the stadium

11:20 a.m. Enter stadium with wristband 
 (go to seats)

12:00 p.m. Kickoff: MSU vs. Iowa

Postgame: Form on field to play and march to 
Dem Hall. Then line Chestnut Rd. to cheer on 
SMB, move to hear postgame comments and sing 
Shadows with SMB. After postgame comments, 
each SMB and Alumni Band section form for a 
group section photo prior to drumlines play-off. 

Public parking is available in the westmost lot at the 
corner of Kalamazoo and Harrison. 

For further parking information visit:  
http://www.homefootball.msu.edu/.

2012 MSU AlUMni BAnD GOlF OUTinG

2012 HOMECOMinG PARADE

Friday, October 12, 2012
9:00 a.m. at Oak lane Golf Course
Please see insert for details

Friday, October 12, 2012
Parade details will be emailed to band members 
when they become available.

N E w  T h I S  Y E a r !
Meet up with old and new friends from your section at the fall reunion! Current SMB 
members and alumni will gather in their respective section meeting spots to share stories & 
fun. Come join your closest friends from the SMB and relive the memories! Section meeting 
spots to be announced soon, so don’t forget to register for the reunion online!

Ken bloomquist, engages the alumni band 
at the 2011 fall reunion.

John whitwell emphasizes a big chord at 
the 2011 fall reunion.



MSU Alumni Band 
Association

President 
Jim Barry
Vice President 
Stacie Detgen
Secretary 
Betty Elliott
Treasurer 
Greg Pell
Past President 
Bill Sachs
Members At large 
Lynn Kelsey & Melissa Mackey
Member Relations Coordinator 
Tim Fox 
alumband@msu.edu
Member Relations, Emeritus

Beryl Falcone 
alumband@msu.edu
Director of Bands 
Kevin Sedatole
Associate Director of Bands and 
Director, MSU Spartan Marching Band 
John Madden
Assistant Director of Bands 
Cormac Cannon
Director of Bands, Emeriti 
Ken Bloomquist 
John Whitwell
Director of Spartan Marching Band, Emeritus 
Dave Catron
MSU College of Music 
James Forger, Dean
Encore newsletter 
Bill Sachs, Editor  
Kimberly Hopkins, Graphic Artist
Events Manager 
Gary Baron
Special Events Coordinator 
Jack Nelson
listserve Manager 
Nancy Nelson
Golf Outing Coordinator 
Lynn Brown
Touring Band Representative 
Dale Bartlett
MSU Alumni Association liaison 
Gordon Spink

 1850 Snyder
East Lansing, MI 48823

(517) 351-4582
alumband@msu.edu

www.msualumniband.com

2 :| |

U P C O M I N G  C O N C E r T S

a Message from the MSU Bands
Dear Band Alumni,

It’s hard to believe that the summer is almost gone and we are about to embark on yet 
another season of MSU Bands and Spartan football. Professor Madden tells me that the 
2012 SMB has the highest number of returning members since he began at MSU. That 
translates to an incredibly strong band. (On a side note—I’m a proud dad as my son will 
be a member of the SMB!)

We are excited about your return to campus for the annual Alumni Band weekend. The 
stadium renovations are quite impressive featuring new scoreboards and a ribbon board. We 
look forward to sharing the field with you and the pride you always show for our university.

On the concert band side we look forward to another outstanding year. The Wind 
Symphony had a great spring 2012 with performances at the College Band Directors 
National Association North Central conference and at the American Bandmasters 
Association convention. We enjoyed sharing the stage with Directors of Bands Emeritus 
Kenneth Bloomquist and John Whitwell.

The concert bands will welcome composers Carter Pann and David Maslanka to 
campus during the upcoming concert season.

As always, we appreciate everything you do for the MSU band program and hope that 
we honor your time at MSU.

Go Green!
Kevin l. Sedatole
Director of Bands

Online Registration begins August 11th.
The registration procedure is similar to what we used last year, and the information that 

we request electronically is similar to what has been used on past paper forms. The link to 
register is: http://alumniband2012fallreunion.eventbrite.com 

Please read through the instructions (scroll down to see all of them). When ready, 
you may pay your annual dues, register for the reunion, select a lunch option, sign up to 
participate in the Homecoming parade, and sign up for the golf outing.  

Please fill out the information thoroughly. Payment can be made on the site — it is a 
secure site that accepts credit card information, and speeds up the process for everyone. If 
needed, you still have the option to pay by check (the option is shown on the web site).

We will email the music to registered participants. We do not yet have an exact date 
when music will be sent out. It will be well in advance of game day. Therefore it is very 
important that you supply us with a current, working email address — one that will 
accept attachments without automatically blocking them. Your email address is the 
primary vehicle for communication with us. If you do not receive the music by late 
September, please contact us at alumband@msu.edu.

College of Music Collage: September 21, wharton Center, 8:00 p.m.

Symphony Band: September 25, wharton Center, 7:30 p.m.

Wind Symphony: September 27, wharton Center, 7:30 p.m.

Concert Band: October 22, wharton Center, 7:30 p.m.

Spartan Spectacular: October 27, Saturday 8:00 p.m.  
Tickets available from wharton Center box Office only: 1-(800) wharTON.

For a 2012–2013 season brochure, please visit: 
http://music.msu.edu/assets/12-13_Seasonbrochurefinal.pdf
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Beryl’s Beat summer 2012

Alexander, Amy (’03 Mellophone) and husband 
Kyle (a Purdue trumpet) both play in the Renton 
City Concert Band. In 2010 they had a fantastic 
time at the Vancouver Olympics and visiting Japan.

Andringa, Jill (’91 Flute) is currently the manager 
of the Auto-Owners Associates Credit Union.

Bettis, Chris (’95–’97 Tuba) is a merchandiser for 
a food distribution company & chaplain in the 
Fraternal Order of the Eagles, Glendale Branch.

Bushnell, Herm (’50) has played in 37 states & 
Canada and continues to tour. 

Caulkett, Jenna (’05 Color Guard) lives in Southern 
California now and loves it! She is sure going to 
miss football season in Michigan!

Cornell, Tom (’76 Big Tens) spent time in August 
with Marcia’s (wife) brother’s family Scotland. 
They just love the Central Pub in St. Andrews!

Detgen, Stacie (’86 Mellophone) is in her 23rd 
year teaching band. She was voted MSBOA 2011 
Teacher of the Year for Band by her colleagues.

Duncan, Thomas (’84 Big Tens) and Leslie are 
enjoying Colorado! In addition to his media 
planning and buying business, he just started a 
genealogical research company called The Attic 
Genealogy Research.”

Fauth, Gregory (’69 Trumpet) began his 30th year 
as a periodontist in Aurora, IL.

Geerdes, Jeremy (’02 Trumpet) is happily married 
with two little Spartans (Benji (2½) and Maddie 
1¼)! Go Green!

Glovac, Barbara (’80 Alto Sax) shares that daughter, 
Katie, is in her second year on alto sax in SMB! 
Go State!

Griffith, Michael (’71 & ’75) is in his 23rd year as 
Director of Orchestral Activities at the University 
of Wyoming. He recently conducted the orchestra 
at Cannon Music Camp in North Carolina, and 
continues to lead All-State and other honors 
orchestras. He recently completed a term as 
president of the Conductors Guild.

Guza, Elisha (’01 Trumpet) is currently a stay-at-
home mom (used to be a veterinary assistant at 
the Children’s Zoo in Saginaw, MI until Dec 
2009) with her four kids: Emma (5), Zaden (3), 
Kalyn (18 mos) & Jalie (1).

Heisler, Amy (’93 Alto Sax) just wanted to say HI!! 
to Beryl! Everything is great here in AZ! 

Holmes, Julie (’84 Color Guard & Mellophone)  
teaches elementary methodology courses in 
mathematics and science in the College of 

Education at Louisiana Tech University. This is 
her sixth year there, but still follows the Spartans 
and the SMB as much as possible. For her 50th 
birthday, she is returning to MSU for the fall 
reunion to march once again with the SMB.

Karnes, John (’01 Alto Sax & Big Tens)  has been 
a scientist for the past 11 years and a flat track 
roller derby referee for the past 3 years.

Knight, Andrew (’73 Trombone) teaches computer 
applications and is auditorium tech director at 
Hackett CC HS in Kalamazoo. He leads his 
church Praise Band and plays guitar and key-
board. He played bass trombone in Kalamazoo 
Concert Band for the last 20 years. He has been 
married 35 years to Pam, has two grown musi-
cian sons, but no grandchildren yet.

Koning Paul (’79 & ’81 Percussion) shares that son, 
Derek, is an MSU Drumline instructor again 
this fall.

Mantey, Jordan (’08 Trombone) finished the 
second year of teaching high school choir in CA, 
and is an audition accompanist for The Walt 
Disney Company and an associate director for 
the performing group The Young Americans.

Markwick, Jack (’70 Trumpet) and Janet celebrated 
their 40th Anniversary in June. He taught his first 
graduate level business law course last summer.

Mooney, Connie (’71 Flute) recently moved from 
New Jersey to Grawn, Michigan.

Mortensen, James (’82 Trombone) shares that 
daughter Kate Mortensen is now a MSU SMB 
Alumnus. He can’t believe it!!!!!

Person, Terry (’80 Alto Sax) is sorry to confirm 
both of her children will be attending U of M 
this fall. She tells them one Spartan can handle 
two Wolverines. Go Green!

Rice, Bob (’72 Tuba) and Marilyn (’78) welcomed 
their second grandchild, Lauren, in January 
2011. Their youngest daughter, Colleen, and 
son-in-law, Matt, were married in August 2011. 
Everyone lives in the metro Detroit area.

Ross, Scott (’71 Trumpet) retired last November 
after working 40 years for the State of Michigan 
DNR/DEQ/DNRE and officially became a 
snowbird spending winters in Sarasota.

Seymore, Bruce (’86 Trombone) works for the State 
of Michigan as a Business Development Man-
ager for the Michigan Economic Development 
Corporation (MEDC). He works with Michigan 
manufacturers, providing information on avail-
able programs and services designed to assist in 
the company’s operations. He also serves as the 

MEDC’s primary contact for General Motors 
statewide operations.”

Skelton, Jim (’71 Mellophone) plays 1st horn in 
two community bands.

White, Bill (’75 Percussion) shares that oldest son 
Brian was a senior in the 2011 SMB Snare Line

Williamsen, Robert (’85 Tuba) shares that the  
Williamsen clan: Bob, Christy, Nelson (12), 
Chrissy (9) and Lee (8) moved to Lake Norman, 
NC from Evergreen, CO. Bob co-founded a 
company called Patient Education Systems.

Craig, John (’71 Percussion) works at the music 
building at Rutgers University part time.

Gillette, Tom (’80 Euphonium) enjoys living once 
again in Michigan — plays in the Five Lakes 
Silver Band and the Meridian Community Band.

Gould, Susan (’91 Flute) has been director of 
instrumental music at Greenville High School 
for 21 years. This year, her orchestra performed 
at the Michigan Music Conference, and she was 
selected MSBOA Orchestra Teacher of the Year. 

Jones, Kenneth R (’79 French Horn) recently  
retired from AT&T. He plays in the Birmingham 
Concert Band, the Royal Oak Symphony and 
the Detroit Medical Orchestra.

Keech, Robert (’82 Trumpet) still plays his trumpet 
in a brass quintet. They call themselves “Antique 
Brass.” He loves living in the seacoast area of 
New Hampshire.

Koehn, norman (’68 Clarinet) is still very grateful 
for his years in the SMB in the mid-’60s …great 
memories then and now that continue in this 
new century.

Kostoff, John (’60 &  ’62, Clarinet) shares that 
he and his son attended the men’s basketball 
tournament in Indianapolis and saw MSU win 
the Big Ten tournament. Go Green!!!

Reid, David (’78 Alto Sax) moved to western NY 
in 2001.

Rimpau, Joy (’75 Euphonium) played in the  
Chicago Tuba Christmas at the Palmer House, 
this past December, joining over 300 fellow low 
brass players in a sonorous Christmas celebration.

Sisco, Keith  (’72–’77 Tuba) shares that his 5th 
Michigan Regiment Band (Civil War) has been 
invited to play at the National Park, in Gettys-
burg, PA this summer!”

Weyersberg, Roger (’73 Trombone) is the current 
low brass instructor at Saginaw Valley State 
University.
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MSU Bands on the Web

Can’t get enough live MSU? Here are 
some good sources on the web for staying in 
touch with the MSU Bands.

Spartan Marching Band Official Website
At the Spartan Marching Band’s official 
website, www.spartanband.net, you can 
peruse pictures, listen to the SMB, watch 
selected performance videos, watch selected 
videos, or read up. Click on “Pictures,” 
“Sounds,” “Movies,” or “History.”

WKAR-TV Series: Beneath the Pines
For an unprecedented look inside the SMB, 
check out “Beneath the Pines: Inside the 
Spartan Marching Band” a seven-episode 
series professionally produced by WKAR-
TV. This series follows the SMB as it 
prepares and performs the 2011 season. Go 
to http://video.wkar.org/video/2156418263 
to watch the first video and list of the 
following seven. 

The MSU College of Music  
Official Website
The MSU College of Music website at 
http://music.msu.edu/ is a portal to all 
information about the College of Music, 
including all areas of study, information, 
faculty, and news.

The Wind Symphony can be heard and 
seen on the “BandDirector.com” channel 
on YouTube. Go to www.youtube.com 
and search “Michigan State University 
Wind Symphony.” You’ll find Grainger’s 
Lincolnshire Posy, and John Corigliano’s 
Circus Maximus, and more.

MSU Today Alumni Band Feature
The Alumni Band was featured on “MSU 
Today.” See this 6-minute video of the 2008 
alumni band reunion, including rehearsal, 
interviews, guest speakers, and performance. 
Go to http://msutoday.msu.edu/ and search 
“MSU Alumni Band” for show #8.
 

MSU Alumni Band Fall Reunion – Day of Event Housekeeping Responsibilities
(Times listed are based on a typical 12:00 p.m. kickoff )

1. Dem Hall Set-up
Who: Need 3–5 volunteers
When: Set up and arrange chairs, music stands, and tables after SMB rehearsal
When & Where: Friday, 6:15–7:00 p.m. after SMB rehearsal (arrive 6:00 p.m.) in Dem Hall

2. Tuba Cover Distribution
Who: Need 2 volunteers
What: Distribute and keep records on tuba covers
When & Where: Saturday, 7:00–8:15 a.m. (arrive 6:45 a.m.) in Dem Hall equipment room

3. Dem Hall Rehearsal Room Clean-up and Room Tear-Down
Who: Need 6–10 volunteers
What: Pick up trash & etc...move chairs, stands, tables to storage rooms and leave room neat
When & Where: Saturday, 10:45–11:15 a.m. (immediately after lunch), Dem Hall

4. Music Distribution (includes music, name tag w/lunch info, membership card)
Who: Need 3–4 volunteers
What: Distribute above, handle unregistered arrivals, and late arrivals
When & Where: Saturday, 7:00–8:15 a.m. (arrive 6:30 a.m.) , Dem Hall

5. Dem Hall final clean-up after the game and drum-off
Who: 2–4 volunteers 
What: Take care of trash and put away extra chairs, etc.....
When: Saturday immediately following the game, Dem Hall

Thanks!
Stacie Detgen
MSU Alumni Band Vice President

Call for Volunteers for Fall Reunion



Since our last issue

Annual Spring Reunion a Success 

The annual spring reunion was held April 29, 2012. Once again, music was 
available by email well in advance. The well-instrumented 75-member band 
enjoyed a catered breakfast provided by the MSU College of Music Alumni Board, 
a gesture of their support. Hospitality, rehearsal and performance were all held at 
Fairchild Auditorium. A wonderful Kellogg State Room luncheon, coordinated by 
board member Greg Pell, enjoyed strong attendance. Members of the ensemble  
enjoyed conductors Kevin Sedatole, John Madden, Dave Catron, and Alumni 
Band guest conductor Stacie Detgen. We missed Ken Bloomquist, who was judging 
in Tennessee;  John Whitwell, who was preparing for knee surgery, and Cormac 
Cannon, who was having twins (!) but look forward to their return. Thanks to all 
the conductors, and especially to Events Manager Gary Baron, and Member  
Relations Coordinator Tim Fox for their efforts.
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Falcone in MSUAA Magazine

 

The current summer 2012 issue of the 
MSU Alumni Association Magazine contains a 
feature on Leonard Falcone entitled “MSU’s 
Music Man: The Incomparable Leonard 
Falcone.” It is written by Rita Griffin 
Comstock, author of “Solid Brass, the 
Leonard Falcone Story” which was released 
in hard cover last year. Rita is an alumnus of 
the MSU Bands. It also includes six pictures 
and a personal perspective by John Madden 
recalling a special and memorable event 
with Professor Falcone. In addition, in his 
director’s message, Alumni Association  
Director Scott Westerman recounts the 
story of one of his favorite MSU moments 
when, as a bass drummer at Ann Arbor 
Pioneer, he was able to play under the  
legendary conductor, musician, and teacher. 

If you don’t have the magazine, you can 
read the text, without photos at http://
alumni.msu.edu/magazine/ and click on the 
article.



Since our last issue Tour Band Scotland Bound

The June 16–June 24 2013 tour band 
trip to Scotland is gathering momentum. 
Band personnel include: Flutes: Susan Ambs, 
Chuck Coltrane, Diedra Garlock, Judy Leece, 
Carrie Lyon, Kathleen Oliphant, and Linda 
Welch; Oboes: Jenny Schwab and Bill Teel; 
Clarinets: Christina Dunn, John Kostoff, Bill 
Morris, Leanna Rice, Carolyn Sherrill, Bill 
Sutlerland, Augie Thoma and Susan Wisser; 
Bass clarinet: Don McCorkle; Bassoons: Jan 
Palmer and Susan Thurow; Saxophones: Jack 
and Nancy Nelson; Horns: Dale Bartlett, 
Stacie Detgen and Willard Verdun; Trumpets: 
Cheryl Ambs, Terry Braciszewski, Ginger 
Campbell, Greg Fauth, Abigail Hernandez, 
Dave Kressler, Jeff Kressler, Jim Lyon, Rich 
Martzke, Bob Rice and Scott Ross; Eupho-
niums: Leon Bradley, John Leipprandt 
and David McLeod; Tuba: Marty Erickson; 
Percussion: Les Dale and Allison Shaw; 
Conductor: Kenneth Bloomquist.

Trip highlights include: Edinburgh Castle, 
Royal Mile, Scott Memorial, Stirling Castle, 
St. Andrews, Blair Castle, Pitlochry, Culloden, 
Loch Ness, Eilean Donan Castle, Isle of Skye, 
Burrell Gallery and overnights in Edinburgh, 
Inverness, and Glasgow. Three concerts 
throughout the trip are planned and Ken 
Bloomquist is practicing his conducting of the 
alma mater which we sing will everywhere.

Following the “Scotland Only” concert 
trip, many have signed on to take extensions 
to London and surrounding areas.

A tour band supper/meeting is scheduled 
for Saturday, October 13th (Alumni Band Day) 
following the game at the Gables restaurant 
in East Lansing at 4:00 p.m. A registration 
letter will be mailed out sometime late August. 
It is not too late to add your musical talents 
and be included in the band. For information, 
contact Dale Bartlett (bartle17@msu.edu, 
517-332-4495) or Lauralee Campbell 
(lcamp13@comcast.net, 517-332-4790).

Follow Us Online! 
Stop by the MSU Alumni Band’s newly designed web site. 
You’ll find information about upcoming events, a digital 
copy of the newsletter, email addresses of members, and lots 
of pictures! www.msualumniband.com. Check out  
“Michigan State University Alumni Band” on Facebook.com!

Change of  Home or Email Address
To keep you informed, please let us know when you move or 
have a change of email address by calling  (517) 351-4582, 
mailing a note to MSU Alumni Band, c/o Tim Fox, 1850 
Snyder, East Lansing, MI 48823, or emailing Gary Baron at: 
tyzilm7@msualum.com.

Bloomquist and Whitwell Scholarship Recipients Honored

The Alumni Band presents two $1,000 scholarships annually to outstanding  
students in the MSU Bands. The Kenneth G. Bloomquist Scholarship was presented 
to doctorate student Bryan Guarnuccio, a flautist from Elkhart, IN. The John L. 
Whitwell Scholarship was presented to masters student Wesley Warnhoff, a clarinetist 
from Columbia, MO. Both members of the MSU Wind Symphony, Bryan and 
Wesley accepted their awards from Director of Bands Kevin Sedatole and Alumni 
Band President Jim Barry at the spring reunion on April 29th.

The MSU Alumni Band membership is proud to be able to contribute to the 
strength of the music program at MSU through this kind of support. Administered 
by the MSU Alumni Band, recipients are selected by the MSU Bands faculty. The 
scholarships are funded in part by member donations. To help maintain the scholarship 
fund, donations may be designated on the fall and spring registration forms. 

l to r: bryan Guarnuccio and wesley warnhoff are presented the Kenneth G. 
bloomquist Scholarship and the John l. whitwell Scholarship by director of bands 
Kevin Sedatole and alumni band President Jim barry.
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We Hope to See You on October 13th!


