
MSU ALUMNI BAND 
Alumni Band Executive Board Meeting Minutes 

Sunday, January 16, 2011 

 

REMINDER:  The next Board meeting will be Sunday, April 10, 2011 

 

 

1. The meeting was called to order at 2:10 p.m. by President Jim Barry, at the Olympus Room 

of the Kellogg Hotel and Conference Center (courtesy of Greg Pall’s daughter-in-law, the 

State Room Manager). 

 

Present: Dale Bartlett, Jim Barry, Lynn Brown, Stacie Detgen, Betty Elliott, Tim 

Fox, Lynn Kelsey, Melissa Mackey, John Madden, Jack Nelson, Nancy Nelson, Greg 

Pell, Bob Rice, Bill Sachs 

 

2.  Secretary’s Report – Betty Elliott 

  

The Secretary’s report was approved as submitted with one minor correction.   In item #3 

insert the word “annual” between “report” and “online”.    

 

3.  Treasurer’s Report – Greg Pell (attached at end of minutes) 

 

The Treasurer’s report was approved as submitted  

 

4.  Vice President’s Report – Stacie Detgen   

 

a. Working on a list of duties as it relates to the VP position; familiarizing herself with 

what is required in her role. 

b. Working with Jim Barry on the By-Laws. 

 

5. President’s Report – Jim Barry (see attached at end of minutes)  

 

The report was approved as submitted. 

 

6. Band Director’s Report  - John Madden 
 

a. Two performances took place at the BOA which were very successful.  Comments from 

attendees included “overwhelming”.  This is usually reserved for the bigger show bands.  

The positive responses will bring long-time future benefits. 

b. The Bowl trip on a charter airplane went really well.  Lots of good comments and the 

usual “At least our band won.” 

c. At the end of the year managers meeting discussion was held regarding placement of the 

alumni band on the football sidelines.  There are a few new people in the group and it 

was decided that the alumni band will now be sitting in the student section in the 

bleachers. 

d. The Symphony band is performing in Grand Rapids this week. 



 

 

e. Dr. Frank Techelli will be here in the fall interacting with the various bands. 

f. A guest conductor is due in February. 

g. A $10,000 check was received from the Downtown Coaches Club. 

 

The report was approved as submitted. 

 

7. Member Relations Report – Tim Fox 

 

a. Still selling Rose Bowl DVD’s. 

b. Reported that a Christmas card was received from Kim Hopkins. 

c. Currently working on spring registration corrections 

d. Remainder of report is discussed in old and new business. 

 

8.  Special Projects Report – Jack Nelson 

 

a. An invite was received from the Detroit Red Wings to perform.  Jack declined on the 

basis that the Wings are not an MSU affiliate, and suggested contacting individual local 

alums in the area. 

b. The alumni pep bands performed in 13 events over the holidays (5 women’s games, 4 

men’s games, 2 hockey games at Munn, and 2 at GLI). A record number of 162 

individual players participated with a total of 615 at all events.  We actually had a waiting 

list of participants this year. Nancy did an article and picture for the Encore. Everything 

well although rules keep changing (i.e. tunnel security) so Jack had to stay right on top of 

everything. 

c. Jack thanked the Athletic Department for allowing family members into the women’s 

games and hopes to have the same for a few of the men’s games next season. 

d. The Board commended Jack and Nancy for their major “volunteer” efforts which always 

make these performances a success. 

 

The report was approved as submitted. 

 

 

9. Tour Band – Dale Bartlett 

 

Dale reported that the Russia trip was cancelled due to Ken Bloomquist’s illness.  They 

are researching a 2013 trip. 

 

 The report was approved as submitted. 

 

10. Old Business: 

 

a. Spring Reunion:  The May 1, 2011 reunion will begin with rehearsal in 

Demonstration Hall and the concert at 3:00 in the East Lansing High School 

Auditorium.  A contract will be signed.  A Certificate of Insurance is needed and 



hopefully can be obtained via our MSUAA affiliation.  If not, then John Madden will 

see if we can be covered under their policy when they do Bowl appearances.  It was 

moved, seconded and approved to go ahead with all of the above.  Additional 

information is in the President’s report at the end of these minutes. 

 

Various committees have been setup for concert details: 

i. Music:  John M, Tim Fox and other conductors (Various chamber groups will 

be performing in addition to the Alumni band. 

ii. Facility use:  Jim Barry 

iii. Social:  Greg Pell (suggesting a brunch between rehearsal and concert at the 

Kellogg Center)  

iv. Overall committee:  Stacy, Lynn K, Bill, Tim, John and Jim 

 

The report was approved as submitted. 

 

b.  Next Issue of Encore:  Bill Sachs 

 

i. The deadline for pictures and articles will be the end of January. 

ii. Bill is still working on a website where constant communications can take 

place, where people can request snail mail or request copies of the Encore e-

mailed, which will greatly reduce printing and postage costs.  This would also 

allow for more daily updates on addresses, reports, etc. 

   

c. Donation to MSU Bands:  $1000 was given for the reception at MidWest Clinic in 

Chicago. 

 

d.  Sharing Data:  Gary Baron met with the College Development office in hopes of 

sharing date for mailing lists. 

 

e. Database Management/Event Management:  See President’s report.  It was moved, 

seconded and approved that the wording in Jim’s proposal be changed from “stipend” 

to “honorarium” and to add “to be paid each December.”  Additionally an article will 

be placed in the Encore and/or the website commending Gary for his many years of 

tireless work in this area. 

 

f. By-Laws Revision:  See President’s Report.  All changes have to do with adding “ex-

officio members” and making sure they are all indemnified. 

 

i. Item 3.03  and 5.02 will read “a minimum of two years” 

ii. Changes made in item 7.01 will be added to item 7.02 as well (adding “or ex-

officio member of the board”. 

 

A motion to accept the changes was moved, seconded and approved and will be 

voted on by the entire membership at the fall reunion. 

 



g.  Fall Reunion Social Time:   Bob and Jim are working on it, in hopes of having a 

reception after the game.  E-mail any ideas you might have to these two members. 

 

 

11. New Business: 

 

a. Ken Bloomquist:  (see President’s report)   

b. Other Business:    

i. A big thank you goes out to Nancy Nelson who has taken on responsibility of 

maintaining the list serve; it is so timely and helpful. 

ii. A sub-committee has been formed to address borrowing instruments at the fall 

reunion. They have not yet met. 

iii. On-line registration:  Bill, Gary & Scott Westerman are still working on it; 

may be possible to do under the MSUAA umbrella. 

 

c. Next Meeting: April 10th at 2:00, again at the Olympus Room of the Kellogg Hotel 

and Conference Center. 

 

 

 

The meeting adjourned at 4:00 p.m. 

 

 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Betty Elliott, Secretary 

 



 
 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 

 


