
a Message from the President

 
 
It is said that “the only thing that is constant is change.” We have a new president of the 
university, Samuel Stanley, who comes to us from the State University of New York at Stony 
Brook. I have not as yet had the pleasure of meeting him, but have heard nothing but good things 
from others. There have been numerous changes at MSU, just as there continue to be in the lives 
of alumni band families.  

Of course, some things seem to remain constant: our basketball team is nationally ranked in 
the pre-season again, this time at #1 in the country in some polls; and Coach Izzo continues to 
rank #1 with band alumni for any number of reasons — the most recent being his reaching out 
once again to support the Spartan Marching Band Jacket Fund. 

Your alumni band has made changes, too; you’ve seen us make adjustments as we prepare for 
this year’s fall reunion. The kickoff time for our Homecoming/fall reunion game has been 
changed from noon to 3:30 p.m. This has allowed us to adjust to a schedule that meets individual 
and overall needs for preparation. We are doing something we’ve never done before and finding 
successful solutions!! All of the details are repeated here in this issue, as well as on social media 
and band blasts. Early registrations are well ahead of schedule, and while we do not have every 
detail tied down, the framework is there. My message to everyone is simple: don’t be left out!! You 
will probably regret it later. I’m guessing most of us won’t be making the 200th, so this really is a 
once in a lifetime opportunity. Many to most of us are reaching out to former squad/section 
members and we are planning to include as much social time as practical with the extra time 
made available. It’s going to be a great Homecoming weekend. If you haven’t registered yet, don’t 
wait any longer — sign up today. Go Green!             

Greg Pell, President, MSU Alumni Band 
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FOR THE LATEST NEWS 
AND INFORMATION, VISIT:

WWW.MSUALUMNIBAND.COM.

2017 MSU ALUMNI BAND FALL REUNION
U P C O M I N G  E V E N T S

Fri. & Sat. September 27–28, 2019 vs. Indiana 
 
Game Time: 3:30 p.m. (Homecoming!) 

https://msu-alumni_band2019-fall_reunion.
eventbrite.com
See pages 4–5 and the insert for a complete info. 
 
Game Day Parking: http://msuspartans.com/ 
sports/2018/9/13/michigan-state-football 
-parking-information.aspx 

2019 MSU ALUMNI BAND GOLF OUTING
Friday, September 27, 2019
9:00 a.m. at Oak Lane Golf Course
Please see insert for details

HOMECOMING PARADE
Friday, September 27, 2019
East Lansing, 6:00 p.m.
Parade info is available on the Eventbrite Reunion 
registration site link above. 

MSU BANDS 150th ANNIVERSARY 
GALA CONCERT: Saturday, April 25, 2020

2020 MSU ALUMNI CONCERT BAND REUNION 
Sunday, April 26, 2020

PRE-REGISTRATION HAS BEGUN + ENDS FRI. SEPT. 13!
After Sept. 13th, you may register, but it will not be possible to be included in marching 
charts to march the halftime drill. You will stand and play instead. The link to register is: 
https://msu-alumni_band2019-fall_reunion.eventbrite.com. Read through the instructions 
(scroll down to see all of them) and fill out the information thoroughly. You may pay your 
annual dues, register for the reunion, select a lunch option, and sign up to participate in 
the Homecoming Parade and the golf outing. It’s a secure site that accepts credit card 
information and speeds up the process for everyone. You still have the option to pay by 
check (as shown on the web site). Music will be posted online. If you have any questions, 
please contact us at alumband@msu.edu.

2019 MSU ALUMNI BAND FALL REUNION

Photo by Lesa Nelson
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New Billman Music Pavilion Takes Shape  
on West Circle Drive
Construction of the 37,000 sq. ft. Billman Music Pavilion, 
and renovation of an additional 8,500 sq. ft. will increase total 
facility space at the MSU College of Music by more than 40%. 
Advanced acoustic engineering and custom-designed spaces will 
enhance student learning and serve faculty, staff, and the broader 
community long into the future.  
 
    For an interesting video walk-through and the most recent update of this long-awaited 

and exciting $35 million project, go to https://youtu.be/eMUdWwce3tY 

  To learn all about the project, go to https://www.music.msu.edu/pavilion

  To make a donation to the project, visit the campaign website at https://givingto.msu.
edu/music-facility.cfm or contact Rebecca Surian, senior director of development for 
the College of Music at surian@msu.edu.

Courtesy MSU College of Music.

IN THE REARVIEW MIRROR

Ken Bloomquist, then Director of Bands; Leonard 
Falcone, Director of Bands Emeritus; Oscar Stover, 
former Assistant Director of Bands;  and Thad 
Hegerberg, then Assistant Director of Bands in 
Spartan Stadium at the 1974 fall alumni band 
reunion. (Photo credit: MSU Alumni Band)

Eldon Rosegart, longtime alumni band Drum 
Major, at the 1997 reunion with then current 
MSU Drum Majors Ben Zolynsky and Mary 
Hohanisin. (Photo credit: MSU Alumni Band)

Dave Catron, then Spartan Marching Band 
Director and Tim Skubick longtime “Voice of the 
Band” enjoy a moment at the 1986 fall reunion. 
(Photo credit: MSU Alumni Band)

The MSU Drumline, circa 1960, and “The 
Spartan” look north toward the Red Cedar River. 
(Photo credit: MSU Alumni Band)
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Beryl’s Beat summer 2019

Adams, Ken (’71, Trombone) now winters in The 
Villages, FL.

Bell, Larry (’73, Baritone TC) enjoys life and 
grandkids. It’s great to see old friends.

Bolton, Grant (’16, Percussion) lives/works in 
Lansing.

Clarke, Matthew (’02, Percussion) taught high 
school drumline in his spare time for the past 
couple years, and is currently undefeated for best 
percussion awards in the state Maryland.

Dale, Les (’70, Percussion) shares that he travels 
the country doing food safety auditing and 
consulting. Been going hard for three years. 
Gotta slow down though. Had a small stroke, no 
permanent damage fortunately; bladder surgery; 
and parathyroid surgery. Kind of a tough year 
health-wise, but still going. Thoroughly enjoyed 
the Mediterranean Cruise. Enjoyed playing with 
great musicians and seeing lots of new scenery.

Draeger, Tim (’86, Tuba) and Rachel, (’88, Color 
Guard) share that two of three daughters attend 
MSU. One is a manager for women’s basketball, 
the other will try out for the color guard again.

Edgerton, Cody (’14, Percussion)  is band director 
at Grandville High School in Grand Rapids.

Felder, Tony (’14, Percussion) is back in school at 
MSU for an MBA and got married last summer!

Frink, Kathleen (’03, Color Guard) is a math and 
physics teacher in Portage, MI.

Gould, Bob  (’90, Trumpet) started his 12th year 
on the faculty of the MSU School of Journalism 
teaching broadcasting to a new generation of 
visual journalists. Wife Susan (Wiegandt) Gould 
(’91, Alto Sax) began year 28 as band/orchestra 
teacher in Greenville, Michigan. Daughter Ilene 
(20) is a junior at MSU marching in the mello 
section. Their son is a sophomore at Rockford 
HS and plays trumpet in their marching band.

Hamilton, Stephanie (’14, Alto Sax)  will graduate 
with a PhD in physics!

Hedlund, Denise (’91, Alto Sax) moved into a grand 
old 1893 home in Grand Ledge. Daughter, 
Ashley, is finishing her Masters in Trumpet 
Performance and getting married in 2019. Son, 
Ben is in his second year in the SMB and is one 
of the four new bass t-bones.

Hruby, Jean (’88, Trumpet) elected World Sokol 
Federation President 2018–2021.

Hudson Wilhelm, Holly (’86, Alto Sax) marched alto 
sax as Holly Hudson in the ’80s. Her youngest, 
Annaliese Patenge, is an MSU freshman and in 
the Big Tens. Married Jeff Wilhelm in 2018.

Koning, Paul (’79, Percussion) became a grandpa 
this summer! Derek, who marched in the SMB 
drumline and then graduate assistant to SMB 
drumline, is a first-time father! Future SMB 
drummer! Uncle Devon, like his brother, is also 
an SMB drumline alum and previous SMB 
drumline assistant. Devon will be marching this 
fall reunion for the first time. Go Green!

Landini, Dominic (’15 Percussion) has a Masters in 
Social Work.

Leipprandt, John (’49 Euphonium BC), was 
awarded a special gold medallion for 30 years of 
service with Leonard Falcone International Tuba 
and Euphonium Festival.

Linsmeier, Rachel (’11, Drum Major) was band 
director at Traverse City West for six years. Now 
earning a Masters in Music Education from 
Michigan State.

Maeroff, Jackie (’15, Percussion) is in veterinary 
school at MSU.

Marshall, Paul (’75, Trumpet) is a member of the 
Tri City Trumpets.

McDaniel, John (’81, Baritone) enjoys playing in 
the Meridian Community Band.

McKeon, Mark (’77, Drum Major) finally checked 
this one off the bucket list after 41 years with his 
first time back in the alumni band since 
graduating in 1977. In the meantime, he has 
lived in three states, and four countries.

Moss, Keith (’92, Trumpet) after graduation went 
to grad school at the Univ. of Iowa; got married 
in Lansing; had two babies in Chicago; and 
moved to Birmingham, MI. Worked continuously 
in a bunch of nerdy companies all eventually 
acquired by Siemens PLM. First time ever doing 
the alumni band thing…go green!

Neff, Jenny (Stogner) (’90, Mellophone) received 
her doctorate in Ed Leadership in 2016. After 25 
years of public school teaching (music), she 
recently joined the University of the Arts in 
Philadelphia. 

Outman, Richard (Trumpet) played with the 
Scottsville Clown Band and has been an active 
member of the National Ski Patrol for over  
40 years.

Penhollow, Erik (’88, Trumpet) shares that Spartan 
daughter just had a Spartan son, which makes 
him a Spartan grandpa!!!

Piche, Steven (’88, Trumpet) is a retired chef 
driving a school bus in Saline, Michigan.

Reeves, Jodi (’85, Mellophone) retired from 
Sparrow Hospital ER after 27 years. After a brief 
stint working for MSU Child Health, she is once 
again seeking employment! Not ready to retire 
yet as the twins are now 14!

Rice, Bill (Percussion) enjoys retirement golf in 
Florida.

Rongo, Lauren (’72, Piccolo) taught flute at SVSU 
for 25 years and played in Midland Symphony.  
Is now retired…plays jazz and Irish music now.

Schueller, Dana (’90, Alto Sax) keeps the SMB in 
the family! Her son is in his 4th year of SMB. 
Three years playing the trombone and is now 
one of the drum majors!

Serven, Daniel (’68, Percussion) enjoys retirement.

Spees, Steve (Alto Sax) is a solo vocalist and 
saxophonist touring in MI and FL. Auditioned 
for America’s Got Talent season 13 however did 
not get chosen to go through to the next round.

Thoma, August (”75, Alto Sax) is associate 
director of the Sanibel (FL) Big Arts Concert 
Band, and Tour Director for Brightspark Travel 
(Student Travel Company).

Toenniges, Jeff (’85, Trumpet) and Lisa (Merz) (’84) 
celebrated 30 years as a married bando couple. 
They met in the MSU concert band in 1982.

Turkus, Peter (’76, Percussion) is a retired 
electrician. Working part time for fun.

Underwood, John (’50, Clarinet) turned 90 in 
2018. Moved to a suburb of Columbus to be 
nearer to daughter and families.

Walters, Bob (’71, Trumpet) is a substitute 
teacher at Mona Shores High School in 
Muskegon and driver training instructor at the 
West Michigan Driving Academy. 

Warren, Ron (’88, Big Tens) is a professor and 
director of undergraduate studies in the Dept. of 
Communication at the University of Arkansas. 
Wife, Diane, is an attorney and their two sons 
are both students at UA.

Woloson, Susana (’85, Trombone) sings and plays 
in a jazz quintet with fiancee. Performs in several 
swing bands and launched artwork on website.

TO VIEW UPCOMING MSU BANDS CONCERTS VISIT:  
http://music.msu.edu/event-listing/by-category/tag/bands

SELECTED CONCERTS ARE ARCHIVED AT: 
 https://www.youtube.com/user/MusicMSU

http://music.msu.edu/event-listing/by-category/tag/bands
https://www.youtube.com/user/MusicMSU


SHARE + PRESERVE YOUR  
MSU BAND STORIES

SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS  
HONORED

The Alumni Band gets Social 

You can find us on Twitter, Instagram, 
and Facebook. Follow us for the latest 
news and information on alumni band 
happenings and events, as well as live 
coverage of performances at the reunions, 
Pentwater, holiday bands, and more!

 Twitter: twitter.com/msualumniband

 Instagram: instagram.com/
msualumniband

 Facebook: facebook.com/
msualumniband

Join Us for a Very Special Reunion

Our 50th Alumni Band reunion will be in 
the fall of 2020. Jot them down, dictate 
them, or even video the stories you 
remember from your days in the MSU 
Bands. You’ve told them, now share them! 
We would like to compile your favorites 
and make them part of our 50th reunion 
celebration. Email yours to Bob Rice, 
Alumni Band historian, at  rrice10325@
sbcglobal.net. 

President Greg Pell, Treasurer Abby 
Zarimba, and Director of Bands Kevin 
Sedatole congratulate this year’s recipients. 
Photo credits: Jim Barry

Outstanding musicians Sho Dembinski and 
Lisa Lachowski were presented the Kenneth 
G. Bloomquist and John L. Whitwell 
Scholarships at the alumni band spring 
reunion on May 5th. Your donations during 
the reunion registration process at both fall 
and spring reunions make these scholarships 
possible. Thank you! 

PRE-REGISTRATION ENDS FRIDAY SEPT. 13!
Michigan State University Bands’ celebration of 150 years happens 
only…well, every 150 years! All MSU Bands alumni are invited to be 
a part of this very special “once in a lifetime” reunion!  

Also unique this year, our fall reunion occurs on MSU’s Homecoming 
weekend, paired with a late game time. Kick-off has been moved back 
to 3:30 p.m. instead of 12:00 p.m. Game time is subject to change.  

Photo credit: MSU
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Those who sign up after Sept. 13th will NOT march halftime, but will stand and play.
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Join Us for a Very Special Reunion
If so, we will alter our schedule as needed and get information out as 
quickly as possible.  

All of this provides us with a wonderful opportunity to make this 
a one-of-a-kind, memorable event. Get your old squad or section 
back together! Register for every aspect of the reunion and get 
complete information at: https://msu-alumni_band2019-fall_reunion.
eventbrite.com.

Photo credit: Lesa Nelson

Photo credit: Lesa Nelson
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Photo credit: Mark Hansen

Photo credit: Linda Barry

Photo credit: Sheri Manett

Photo credit: Linda Barry

Those who sign up after Sept. 13th will NOT march halftime, but will stand and play.

https://msu-alumni_band2019-fall_reunion.eventbrite.com
https://msu-alumni_band2019-fall_reunion.eventbrite.com


Follow Us Online! 
Stop by the MSU Alumni Band’s web site. You’ll find 
information about upcoming events, a digital copy of the 
newsletter, email addresses of members, and lots of pictures! 
www.msualumniband.com. Check out “MSU Alumni Band” 
on Facebook.com!

Change of Home or Email Address
To keep you informed, please let us know when you move 
or have a change of email address by calling (517) 351-4582, 
mailing a note to MSU Alumni Band, c/o Tim Fox, 1850 
Snyder, East Lansing, MI 48823, or emailing us at:  
alumband@msu.edu.

Scenes from the 2019 MSU Alumni Concert Band Reunion
Our annual spring concert featured a well-instrumented ensemble, 
performing in the beautifully renovated Fairchild Auditorium. 
The MSU campus was a delight in full spring bloom. Many 
participants took advantage of the sunny spring weather to walk 
across the Red Cedar bridge, enjoying lunch and conversation at 

the Shaw Hall cafeteria. Join us for next year’s spring reunion on 
Sunday, April 26, 2020. This will be a very special event, 
celebrating MSU Bands’ 150 years, and we hope to have a record 
number of alumni join us along with all of the former conductors. 
We hope you can make it!

6 :| |

Since our Last Issue

Photo credits: Jim Barry
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FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 13TH:

• Pre-Registration ends. Those who sign up after Sept. 13th 
will NOT march halftime, but will stand and play.

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 27TH: 

• 9:00 a.m (approx. tee-off) — 21st Annual Golf Outing at 
Oak Lane, Williamston. $53 all-inclusive fee. Sept. 6th deadline 
w/possible inclusion up to Sept. 25th. (See insert to register.)

• 5:00–7:00 p.m. — MSU Homecoming Parade (optional).  
Info and sign up on the Eventbrite reunion registration site. 
(Need more info? Contact jacknelson55@yahoo.com.)  

• 7:00–8:00 p.m. — Required check-in at Dem Hall, + social 
time prior to indoor music rehearsal. For those who absolutely 
cannot attend this music rehearsal (the only indoor music 
rehearsal), the required check-in will be Saturday morning.

• 8:00 p.m. —  New! Evening music rehearsal at Dem Hall  
following the parade. Special guests from the College of Music and 
Athletics will be invited to join us. We strongly suggest everyone 
attend this rehearsal, as music on Saturday will only be addressed 
that day through the marching rehearsal.  

•  9:30 p.m. — New! Complimentary Reception at Dem Hall 
/MSU Union for all MSU Alumni Band members + guest. 
Enjoy hors d’oeurves and cash bar while getting acquainted 
and re-acquainted. Socialize, and tell stories in a relaxed and 
welcoming atmosphere! 

SATURDAY, SEPT. 28TH:

• 7:30–8:45 a.m. — Check-in at Dem Hall (only for those unable 
to check in Friday evening) Social time and refreshments prior to 
rehearsal. 

•  9:00 a.m. — Marching rehearsal at SMB Turf Field at Munn.  
Please note: you must register by Sept. 13th + participate 
in this marching rehearsal to march halftime. Otherwise 
you will stand and play. 

• 11:30 a.m. — Lunch, on your own or pre-purchase an 
Alumni Band boxed lunch.

•  1:45 p.m. — Meet at Adams Field to march “The Series” to 
the stadium. All who registered for the reunion (pre-registered or 
late) are welcome.

• Halftime Show — Please note: you must register by Sept. 
13th + participate in today’s 9:00 a.m. marching rehearsal 
to march halftime. Otherwise you will stand and play. We 
have great song selections: “A Taste of Honey” from Herb Alpert 
and the Tijuana Brass, “Tradition” from Fiddler On The Roof, and 
Tchaikovsky’s “1812 Overture.”

• Postgame — Assemble with SMB on the field for a concert.

• March to Dem Hall field.

• Postgame Reception — Join us after the game in Dem Hall. 
This is a free event (no registration necessary). Celebrate the day 
and enjoy the company of fellow alumni band members, directors, 
and the SMB. 

 
UNIFORM:
The MSU Athletics and the College of Music ask us to maintain the 
uniformity of our dress for all performances. The dark green alumni 
band t-shirt, must be worn for the parade and game. It can be 
purchased as part of registration and picked up when you check in. 
If the weather is cooler, wear other clothes (similar color) under your 
alumni band shirt and marching band jacket. Everyone should wear 
black pants or black shorts for the performance.

Alumni Band Fall Reunion: Itinerary and Info

Join Us for a Very Special Reunion
UNLESS NOTED, PRE-REGISTRATION FOR ALL EVENTS IS REQUIRED AT: 

https://msu-alumni_band2019-fall_reunion.eventbrite.com

mailto:jacknelson55@yahoo.com
https://msu-alumni_band2019-fall_reunion.eventbrite.com



