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Winter 2019

a Message from the President

No one believes in tradition more than I, and I’m pleased to report that our traditional 
role is alive and well. Following our very soggy, very fun fall 2018 reunion, we played another 
successful winter schedule of hockey, women’s hoops, and men’s hoops (I think for the first 
time ever). The students were away for the end of the regular season and we played both the 
Nebraska and Michigan games. Next up is the MSU Alumni Concert Band Reunion on 
May 5th, where we are again guaranteed a full-house for our performance. The jacket fund is 
in the best shape ever, thanks to all of you who help. This is all as it should be and continues 
to be; what we feel is one of the most supportive music alumni organization in America. 

This Encore message is not about the role and traditions we have established for ourselves, 
however. We are going to do something we’ve never done before: bring back 700+ alumni 
this fall! Kevin Sedatole and David Thornton have challenged us to celebrate 150 years of 
music at MSU by putting 1,000 musicians on the field at halftime. Since the SMB maintains 
their membership at 308, a little arithmetic shows us that we need to more than double our 
“traditional” 300 to 700+ to make this a reality!! 

Please pay particular attention to the letter from Drs. Sedatole, Thornton, and Golden on 
the insert. Like the photo above, we especially need more younger folks like these five! And 
it’s one legacy, our legacy, and it’s 10,000 strong! (“One Legacy: The MSU Alumni Band” at: 
https://youtu.be/JbwKpB-vDDw). We are going to make the 2019 fall reunion an entire 
weekend: Friday registration, rehearsal (with provision for those who cannot make it until 
Saturday morning), the Homecoming Parade, a Friday night dinner/reception/party, and a 
full game day schedule Saturday. So reach out, put your old squad back together, come back 
(especially if it’s your first time ever) for our biggest and best reunion; it’s a once every 150 
years opportunity. Don’t be left out!!

Greg Pell, President, MSU Alumni Band Association

FOR THE LATEST NEWS 
AND INFORMATION, VISIT:

WWW.MSUALUMNIBAND.COM

U P C O M I N G  E V E N T S

2019 MSU ALUMNI CONCERT BAND REUNION

May 5, 2019 
Location: Fairchild Theatre, MSU Campus 
Registration coming soon at:  
https://msu-alumniband-springconcert-2019.eventbrite.com/ 

Reunion Schedule:  
8:00 a.m. Registration & hospitality
9:00 a.m. Rehearsal 
Find a seat at the part you feel comfortable performing. 
Music will be emailed to registrants in advance.
11:30 a.m. Lunch, on your own 
  Optional Event: Brunch Buffet —  

The Vista, Shaw Hall. Just a 5–10  
minute walk from Fairchild Aud. Varied 
fare, just $10.50 for all you care to eat.

Watch msualumniband.com for more details, and 
register on Eventbrite site.
2:45 p.m. Arrive for concert 
Arrive backstage and take your seat on stage.
3–4 p.m.  MSU Alumni Band  

& Spartan Youth Wind Symphony
“Dress-up” clothes requested. Please enjoy the Spartan 
Youth Wind Symphony following our performance.

2019 MSU ALUMNI BAND FALL REUNION
Sept. 27 & 28, 2019 MSU vs. IU: Homecoming 
Friday, Sept. 27th
12:00 p.m. Registration at Dem Hall
3:00–5:00 p.m.  Rehearsal with SMB
6:00 p.m. Homecoming Parade with  
 MSU Alumni Band (optional)
8:00 p.m. Reception @ MSU Union
Saturday, Sept. 28th
8:00 a.m.  Rehearsal in Dem Hall
8:30 a.m.  Rehearsal with SMB
10:30 a.m. March to Spartan Stadium

12:00 p.m.  Kick-off (actual time TBD)
Keep checking msualumniband.com and the next 
issue of the Encore for more information.
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https://youtu.be/JbwKpB-vDDw
http://www.msualumniband.com
https://msu-alumniband-springconcert-2019.eventbrite.com/


MSU Family: SMB Generations

Family. It’s a word often used to describe the camaraderie of the Spartan Marching 
Band. And nowhere was the spirit of the SMB family more on display than at the 2018 fall 
reunion, where SMB photographer Mark Hansen captured this wonderful photo of 
alumni band parents with their current SMB members. The smiles on the faces show the 
pride that comes from sharing the field with a family member.

Have you had a child, niece, nephew, or grandchild march in the SMB? Did you share 
the field with a sibling or cousin? Have a multi-generational story to share? We’d love to 
share your photos and stories on our Facebook page! Send your stories and photos to 
social.msualumniband@gmail.com, or send us a message on Facebook at facebook.com/
msualumniband.
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2018 Golf Outing
Golf Outing Coordinator Lynn Brown reports that 36 golfers attended the 20th Annual 

MSU Alumni Band Golf Outing held on October 5, 2018 at Oak Lane Golf Course in 
Webberville. The winning foursome was Matthew Oliver, George Wakefield, Greg Wakefield, 
and Rich Martzke. John VanSchagen had the longest drive. Dan Urbane won closest to the 
pin on hole two and John VanSchagen had the closest to the pin on hole 14. Good play, 
tasty food, and fun prizes made for an enjoyable day. There will be no golf outing in 2019 
due to the special reunion schedule. Get your swing ready for fall 2020!

What Happened to Henry?
It’s been 45 years since the disappearance of former MSU Drum Major Henry Baltimore, 

and his whereabouts are still unknown. SMB alto saxophone section leader and media & 
information major Andrew Acciaioli has been researching the story toward producing the 
upcoming documentary, “What Happened to Henry?”   

	Watch the trailer here: https://vimeo.com/316895548

Photo by Mark Hansen

What are the Chances?
Alumni Band Treasurer Abby Zarimba noticed an interesting coincidence while sending a 
check to MSU for the exact amount donated to the Spartan Marching Band Jacket 
Sponsorship Fund by registrants for the fall reunion last year. The total was $1855.55 
(Hint: a university whose shadows we love “when twilight silence falls” was founded in 1855!) 
Thank you!  

	Learn more here:  https://givingto.msu.edu/crowdpower/smb-jacket-fund

mailto:social.msualumniband@gmail.com
http://facebook.com/msualumniband
http://facebook.com/msualumniband
mailto:alumband@msu.edu
http://www.msualumniband.com
https://vimeo.com/316895548
https://givingto.msu.edu/crowdpower/smb-jacket-fund
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Beryl’s Beat winter 2019

Ackland, Benjamin (’14, Tuba) married a Spartan, 
moved to Nittany Lion territory, and joined the 
Philly Spartans. He works for Ingram Micro in 
e-commerce.

Barann, Alex (’15, Percussion) works as an IT 
auditor for a professional services firm, travelling 
all around the Midwest!

Beroza, Richard (’75, Tuba) still employed as 
director of quality at Hansen & Adkins Auto 
Transport, Los Alamitos, CA.

Bredwell, Kate (’97, Alto Sax) and Bryan celebrated 
their 20th anniversary this summer and had a 
great time on the Mediterranean Tour! She is in 
her 22nd year as the middle school band director 
in Lowell, MI, and they finished construction on 
a new house. Daughters are 11th, 7th, and 
kindergarten — she hopes at least one will be a 
future SMB member!

Chen, Kelvin (’76, Trumpet) plays in local 
community big bands for fun, instead of golf. 
He hasn’t had an urge to wrap his trumpet 
around a tree, unlike his golf clubs.

Coyle, Sammy (’11, Percussion) started a 
photography business in Northeast Ohio.

Dodge, Daniel (Baritone) plays in the SC4 band, 
Belle Valley Community Band, Huronia Heights 
Brass Quintet, and Orchard Lake Philharmonic 
Symphony.

Drobnak, Kenneth (’05, Tuba) performed at the 
Royal Conservatory of Music in Madrid, Spain, 
this past summer as part a conference hosted by 
the Spanish Association of Tubas & Euphoniums.

Edwards, Douglas (’79, Trumpet) relocated to a 
new retirement home in Colorado Springs, CO 
in 2017 and still works as a financial planner 
from home with First Tennessee Bank.

Fisk, Al (’78, Trombone) is a happily retired choir 
teacher; active with Meals on Wheels, Focus 
Hope food deliveries, jail ministry, softball; and 
singing in the best barbershop chorus in 
Michigan  — Grand Rapids. 

Gibbs, Ron (’64, Trombone) and Jerrie Lynn moved 
to the west side of Michigan to be a bit closer to 
the sunsets. They enjoy the amenities of their 
new condo community at Macatawa Legends, 
just north of Holland, MI.

Gillies, Peter (’84, Tuba) graduated from the 
Massachusetts School of Law, passed the bar 
exam, and is now a licensed attorney.

Hedlund, Tom (’90, Trombone) moved into a grand 
old 1893 home in downtown Grand Ledge.  

Daughter, Ashley, is finishing her masters in 
trumpet performance and getting married. Son, 
Ben is in his 2nd year of SMB and is one of the 
four new bass trombones.

Hogan, Melissa (’88, Alto Sax) is in her 29th year 
in education, and has over 18 years as an 
accompanist for the school’s choirs.

Hudson, Jeff (’14, Mellophone) is working diligently 
on his PhD.

Koehn, Norman (’68, Clarinet) Wow! Time sure 
marches on … Spartan bands, Spartan directors, 
Spartan memories … He enjoyed bigger than 
words marching at the Iowa game with family 
and friends  … great time … great memories … 
looks forward to years ahead … thanks. 

Levandowski, Paul (’91, Tuba) is a USPS mail 
handler assistant at the Grand Rapids processing 
plant. Lives in Grand Rapids to be closer to work, 
friends, and family in Lansing. He has played 
with the Scottville Clown Band for three years.

Lovoll, Rhonda (Billie Moffitt) (’84, Trumpet) and 
husband hiked the Utah Mighty 5 for three 
weeks. She then went to Paris to meet her son 
Jordan after he finished his study abroad. They 
traveled around Europe together for two weeks.

Markwick, Jack (’70, Trumpet) greatly enjoyed the 
Alumni Band Mediterranean Tour in June. He 
sails and races their Flying Scot sailboat and 
watches five grandkids grow like weeds! He is 
soon to be past commodore of their yacht club.

Martzke, Richard (Trumpet) is retiring from his 
dental practice after 46 years. He and his wife, 
Tina look forward to having more free time and 
spending  time at their cabin in the UP.

McDaniel, Arlene (’84 Alto Sax) is in her 6th year 
as an adjunct jazz faculty member at Hillsdale 
College; teaches private jazz piano; performs with 
the faculty jazz ensemble “The Hillcats,”and as a 
jazz pianist around the mid-Michigan area and 
beyond; hopes release a solo jazz piano album in 
the next year; she and John had a wonderful 
time on the Mediterranean Tour playing two 
concerts on the Crown Princess and traveling to 
Greece, Montenegro, Italy, and Spain.

McDaniel, John (’81, Baritone BC) enjoys his 2016 
Wessex and 1930 Conn double-bell euphoniums, 
and plays in the Meridian Community Band.

Miller, Larissa (’92, Tenor Sax) is a professor of 
nursing at Lansing Community College, halfway 
through her PhD, married for 25 years to SMB 
alum David Miller, and has two sons — a 
sophomore at Purdue and a senior at East 

Lansing HS. Navarro, Daniels (Gus) (’14, 
Percussion) lives in Detroit and pursuing a 
masters degree in communication from Wayne 
State.

Niebling, Jim (’85, Tuba) retired from teaching high 
school math and coaching tennis after 32 years!

O’Conner, Brian (’91, Drum Major) was promoted 
to VP of brand and corporate communications 
for Princess Cruises and will launch five new cruise 
ships in the next seven years. He serves on the 
alumni board for the MSU College of 
Communication Arts and Sciences.

Pemberton, James (’64, Trombone) enjoys retirement.

Perry, Dennis (’70, Trombone) took a two-week 
trip to Alaska.

Prange, Larry (’92, Trombone) is a Grand Rapids 
attorney, and married with two kids, 13 and 8.

Rice, Bob (’72, Tuba) and Marilyn visited Ireland 
for two weeks. Their daughters, husbands and 
two grandkids live in the Metro Detroit area so 
there’s time to see them every week. This fall 
marks the 6th year Bob has driven a tractor for 
hayrides at Heritage Park in Farmington Hills.

Robbins, David (’73, Trombone) has been married 
to Nancy for 40 years. Four sons. Two grandkids. 
Retirement in the plans soon.

Rosier, David (’82, Percussion) is living the dream.

Seitz, Mark (’88, Trumpet) is recovering from 
cancer surgery in Nov 2017. Coming back to 
enjoy the fact he’s still here!!

Sherrill, Carolyn (’81, Clarinet) is retiring after 35 
years of teaching elementary and middle school 
band in Lansing. She’ll traveled with the MSU 
Alumni Concert Band to the Mediterranean and 
then spends time at her lake cabin near Ely, MN.

Silbernagel, Joe (’72, Percussion) retired in January.

Stehouwer , Christy (’96, Big Tens) supports 
student success as an academic advisor in the 
Neighborhoods at MSU!

Thoma, Megan (’09, Alto Sax) completed year six 
as a Chicago Spartan and annually dusting off the 
alto sax for Sparty Ball in the Windy City. This 
fall she opened her own private practice of 
Chiropractic and Functional Medicine.

Toenniges, Lisa (Merz) (’84, Alto Sax) and Jeff (’85) 
celebrated 30 years as a married bando couple. 
They met in the MSU concert band in 1982.

Tushman, David (’85, Big Tens) shares that his little 
boy is a senior at Groves HS. He says he is excited 

TO VIEW UPCOMING MSU BANDS CONCERTS VISIT:  
http://music.msu.edu/event-listing/by-category/tag/bands

SELECTED CONCERTS ARE ARCHIVED AT: 
 https://www.youtube.com/user/MusicMSU

http://music.msu.edu/event-listing/by-category/tag/bands
https://www.youtube.com/user/MusicMSU
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SHARE + PRESERVE YOUR 
MSU BAND STORIES! 

IN THE REARVIEW MIRROR

IN THE REARVIEW MIRROR

MSU Alumni Brass

MSU Alumni Brass performs for the MSU vs. Green Bay Phoenix men’s basketball game at the 
Breslin Center on December 16, 2018. Photo by Tim Fox.

Our 50th Alumni Band reunion will be in the 
fall of 2020. Jot down, dictate, or even video 
the stories you remember from your days in the 
MSU Bands. You’ve told them, now share them! 
We would like to compile your favorites and 
make them part of our 50th reunion celebration. 
Email yours to Bob Rice, Alumni Band historian, 
at: rrice10325@sbcglobal.net. 

10.18.1980: 10th MSU Alumni Band Fall Reunion

09.25.2010: 40th MSU Alumni Band Fall Reunion

The season started with the MSU Alumni Brass enjoying a hockey victory on December 
15th, and closed on March 9th with a thunderous celebration as we provided music and 
spirit for the exciting win over Michigan, winning MSU a share of the Big 10 
Championship. Over 200 players have participated in one or more of the bands with more 
first-timers than ever before. The bands for the men’s basketball games have been very full 
and necessitated a waiting list for the first time ever. The MSU Alumni Brass played at six 
men’s basketball games, two women’s basketball games, four hockey games at Munn Ice 
Arena, and one hockey game at Little Caesars Arena in Detroit. The alumni band 
appreciates the support of MSU Athletics for supplying some of the best seats for these 
events in addition to food vouchers, parking passes, and family tickets. Coordinator Jack 
Nelson says, “Join us!”

Beryl’s Beat winter 2019 (cont’d)

and scared, all at the same time.

Wakefield, George (’67, Trumpet) shares that 
Greg Fauth died December 2017. Fauth 
attended every alumni band reunion and was a 
SMB supporter. “I miss him and know others 
will too,” says Wakefield, and he asks all to 
honor his past contribution and memory.

Walsh, Brian (’86, Baritone) shares that he has 
no changes and is truly blessed!

Winters, Bruce (’13, Mellophone) started his 

final year of law school.

mailto:rrice10325@sbcglobal.net
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Glen Brough – 44 Years for MSU

Big Ten Flags Fundraiser Surpasses Goal

Media Fanfares

	Watch the 1955–56 MSU Spartan Marching 
Band march through downtown Las Vegas on 
the way to Pasadena for the 1956 Rose Bowl 
game, 12/29/55. Notable is the marching 
step we know as the “kickstep,” but done at a 
street march tempo with exaggerated motion. 
https://youtu.be/5Uh0iSKHHVA

	Redbox Bowl pregame show from Nov. 24, 
2018 at: https://youtu.be/wz3mip4PsVU

	Redbox Bowl halftime show from Nov. 24, 
2018 at: https://youtu.be/qqjYIQd_P7Q

	“Circus Show” at Bands of America Grand 
Nationals from Nov. 9, 2018 at:  
https://youtu.be/KukQOI8-uFk

	“Veteran’s Salute,” MSU vs. OSU from Nov. 
10, 2018 at: https://youtu.be/FnCUO1v8PIU

	Pregame Show, MSU vs. Michigan from Oct. 
20, 2018 at: https://youtu.be/GZZUZFfaLV0

	MSU Wind Symphony performs the world 
premier of the Tyler Austin’s transcription of 
Adam Schoenberg’s “Bounce” on Jan. 30, 
2018 at: https://youtu.be/wjCOIdWU6yE

	MSU Wind Symphony, Choral Union, 
University Chorale and State Singers, 
conducted by Kevin Sedatole, perform Orff’s 
“Carmina Burana” on April 29, 2017 at: 
https://youtu.be/wRQQ1ielwEA

	“From the Shores of the Mighty Pacific” on 
the album “Leonard Falcone And His 
Baritone” at: https://youtu.be/IjhLKKuSwVI

	“One Legacy: The MSU Alumni Band” at: 
https://youtu.be/JbwKpB-vDDw

Spartan Alumni Drum Majors Organize Campaign 
to Endow Glen Brough Leadership Award

Since 1975, Glen Brough has served MSU, the 
Spartan Marching Band (SMB) and MSU 
Performing Arts Camp (PAC) in many influential 
roles from drum major and student leader to 
world-class marching and visual instructor, 
sharing his expertise to develop young leaders with 
an unwavering commitment to the traditions and 
excellence of the SMB. Currently an assistant 
director in the MSU Office of Admissions, this 
academic year (2018–2019) is Glen’s last season 
with the SMB, as he has announced his retirement 
from MSU effective August 2019.
SMB Alumni and friends are working to raise 

$50,000 to fund the Brough Leadership Award Endowment to provide tuition scholarships 
to SMB members who meet criteria serving in leadership positions and those who 
demonstrate a capacity to achieve educational and professional goals, along with the 
motivation to seek personal growth and development.

Early donors have established a matching gift opportunity for the first $20,000 pledged 
toward this endowment. The impact of your individual contribution will be doubled with a 
pledge which can be paid over a five-year period. 

Contributions at any amount are welcome. Please support the campaign to endow the 
Brough Leadership Award and support SMB student leaders for years to come! Make a 
secure online donation today by clicking below, OR to make a multi-year pledge, please feel 
free to contact Madison Dugan, Assistant Director of Development / Alumni Relations for 
the MSU School of Music at dugan@music.msu.edu or by calling 517-432-4888.

	Click here to donate now: https://givingto.msu.edu/gift/?sid=3699

The SMB Big Tens kicked off a crowdpower fundraiser on February 8th to raise funds 
for  needed replacement straps and poles prior to the start of the 2019 season. Once again, 
the SMB supporters came through with generous donations. $3,175 was donated in less 
than 48 hours, surpassing the $3,000 goal. Spartans Will! Thank you to all our supporters!

 		https://givingto.msu.edu/crowdpower/big-ten-flags     

Photo by Mark Hansen

Photo by Lesa Nelson
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Since our Last Issue

Scenes from the  48th Annual MSU Alumni Band Fall Reunion: MSU vs. Northwestern, 9/30/18
To see more photos, visit “Michigan State university Alumni Band” on Facebook and SMB photographer Mark Hansen’s site at: 
https://markhansenphotography.smugmug.com. 

Follow Us Online! 
Stop by the MSU Alumni Band’s website. You’ll find 
information about upcoming events, a digital copy of the 
newsletter, email addresses of members, and lots of pictures! 
www.msualumniband.com. Check out “Michigan State 
University Alumni Band” on Facebook.com!

Change of Home or Email Address
To keep you informed, please let us know when you move 
or have a change of email address by calling (517) 351-4582, 
mailing a note to MSU Alumni Band, c/o Tim Fox, 1850 
Snyder, East Lansing, MI 48823, or emailing us at:  
alumband@msu.edu.

Drum Majors present and past: Jaren Scoggins, Nicole Sanford, Mark McKeon, Shannon Black, Rachel Linsmeier, 
Mary Hulliberger, Brian O’Connor. (Photo by Mark Hansen)

SMB Director Emeritus Dave Catron reminds the Alumni Band ‘You can play it better than that’!  (Photo by Jim Barry)

Directors Thornton and Sedatole with Tom Izzo. 
(Photo by Jim Barry)

Morning rehearsal in Dem Hall. (Photo by Jim Barry)

Drumline buddies. (Photo by Mark Hansen)

In Spartan Stadium — Go right through for MSU! 
(Photo by Mark Hansen)

http://www.msualumniband.com
https://www.facebook.com/msualumniband/
https://www.facebook.com/msualumniband/
mailto:alumband@msu.edu

